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Wherein you have Sq 


{1, The ſound of the voice, in th&Narra- 


| the City, and the Man of wiſdome ſhail ſee thy name: 


tion of the wo late Dreadfull Judgments of 
Plagae and Fire, infligted by the Lord izpon 
che Ciry of London, the former in the year, 
.I665, che latter in the year 1666, 


II, The interpretation of the voice, in a 
Diſcovery,1.Of the cauſe of theſe Judgments; 
where you have a Catalogue of London's fins. 
2.Ofthe deſign of theſe Judgmentswhere you 
© havean enumeration of che Duties God calls 
for by this terrible voice, 


9s -By T. V. Tho- macent 
Micah 6. ys T The, voice of the Lord cryeth unto 


Hear ye the Rod,, and who hath appointed ite 
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Printed in the Year 1667s | 
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ſonable unto ſome, if a work. of 


"this nature had come forth ttnto view- 
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To the Reader. 

0 the dreadfull: Fudgment 
hr a if-a Man Br ihes 
" T1 fron is hots. - tt uh to 
! oF more deep impreſſion, 1 hich 
when it oe and Cs hard and 
rH En, of 
the Word bo fp FX Wy on- 
dog he come for of the 
dope me mi iy thi they Ar 
have yielde pore ealaly 7, unto it's 
frokis 08h} Ea He Bye receiu- 
ed the faſhion which this Hammer 

pouldFwome tt hem und ;; 6nd) bak, 
nce the- freſh ang. lively” remmr- 

nce of tve-judgement is more wore 
CET Ci OS et LG ord 
more old WY bardned, and there- 


Jereyy Uk ans A 1 Wh 


| 


"ubt. t0.e ah celfenia.af DR | | 


erm gi ny foe FI 


Yo els = ithat:> it \ mas\ net, 172. 2k. 
thoughts, to. attempt this Work., Ns 


4 Dive En E-- - 


- 


To the Reader; 


| til the greateſtpart ofthe Winter was 
| h#þ ents. may. further ade, that. 
ough a: diſcourſe concerning the 
Plague; would have been moſt ſeaſon- 
able Toke the Fudgment it ſelf, when 
keople who, were generally taken "off 
from their. trading , had room and. 
time; for retirement and conſiderati- 
an, more-than ever they had in their 
lives before; and therefore were more 
likely to lay to heart,, what might be 
ſhoken or written unto them on'that 
Subjeft..: eget the. reaſon 35. not 
the' ſame.. in. the \, Judgement", of 
the Fire, which C however ftart- 
ling andh, aſloniſbing; was fofar from 
giving, them. retiring. time for conſt 
deration, . as the former. Judgement 
of "the Plary e had done, that it did 
engage them unto. more abourious: 
morks than ever they had , not only * 
while London was burning, inre-" 
_ moving 
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 Tothe Reader, © 
moving what they could ſave of their 


_ goods from'the Fire ;, butt alſo ſince, 


in looking out new Habitations, and 
fitting their | Houſes an! Shops for 
Trades ; which bath given them oc- 
caſron for fo much diſtradtion, that T * 
fear they conld hardly ſettle their 
mines to read and conſider ſo ſeri- 
ouſly as they ſhonld , what the Lard 
hath been doing with them, G& ſpeak- 
ing unto them by this Terrible Voice, 
which hath ſounded fs loud in their 
ears : but by this time,T hope;that the 
moſt have attained to ſome kinde of 
ſettlement, at leaſt ſo much,as to give” 
them leave to'fit down and ponder 
upon the meaning of God, in theſe 


ſtrange and dreadful Fudgements of 


Plague and Fire in the City.; . and 
therefore this Book, may be more ſea- 


fonable unto the moſt, than if it had 
been written, and preſented to them * 


ils 


T6 hs Reader. 


:mmediately after the Fire had burnt 
them out of their,  habitations. © 
Friends, It 3s high time for all of 
ou to retire your ſelves, and be- 
think your # etves, and wiſely to 
conſider Gods dealings with jou, to 
open your ear, and labour to under- 
ſtand theſe ſpeaking Judgments, leaſt 
if God be provoked, by your deafneſs, 
and incorrigibleneſs, to ſpeak a third 
' time, it be in your utter ruine and 
defolation, T theſe Papers be 
- any wayes belpfull to revive in your» « 
memories the Judgments themſelves, - - - 
by the Hiftoricall Narration which . ** .- 
| = you have of them? to work*your +» 
« bearts to ſome ſenſe of fin pay rs "2 
' wery of the cauſe; and to perſwade 
you unto+a read compliance with 4 
Gods deſign i zn the declaring of v bat... _ » 
God.now expefts from you , after "of 
| > dreadfull EXE CULIONS ; . © Js. 1 
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To the Reader. 


will be the benefit :' fo I defi re tÞbt 

God may have the whole glory; ahd | 

that you would make this return for \ | | 

my help of you, to help m? with your- | 
prayers, that I may be the more belp- 
full to you in mine, who am 


| 


ho You deadly affeionate friend 
and ſervant 1 n the Lord. 
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Gods terrible Voice 
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| Pſalm 65. part of the fifth Verſe. . 
By terrible things in Tighteonſneſs wilt thou anſwer us. 


INTR ODUCTION. 


VDQAND Hall a Trumpet be blozn inthe City, 
X? and the people not be afraid ? Shall 
AY there be evil in the City, and the 
6S Lord hath not done it ? The Lyon 
MY hath roared, whowill nit fear ? the 
Lird God hath ſpoken, who can bat 
Propheſie ? eAm. 3.6. 8, When the Phariſees | 
ſpake to our Saviour to rebuke his Diſciples for 
their loud praiſes of the Lord with Hoſanna's, he 
cells them, If they ſhould bold their peace, the ſtones 
would immediately cry out, Luk. 19. 39, 40. And 
we read, in Habakkuk, Chap. 2. 11, Of the ſtone 
crying out of the wall ,, and the beam ont of the tims 
ber making anſwer, Certaiply we in London have 
lately heard the cry of ſtones and- walls , of timber 
and beams in their fall and flames ; TI mean in the 
late Dreadfal Fire which hath laid our Jeruſalem 
DB in 
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Gods Terrible Voice 

in heaps” or rarher we have heard the Voice of 
God in this and other terrible things which have 
come upon us; Ler none then rebuke , if one 
ſo unfic do make an attempt to ſpeak: ſomething 
of the meaning of Londons Fire, or of Gods 
Tertible Voice in this and other Judgements, 
when by the mouth of Babes God can declare his 
Will. 
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SECY. L 


By terrible things in righteouſneſs wilt thou anſwer 


His whoſe Pſalm brearhes forch nothing. bue 
i JK grace and goodneſs unro the people of God, 
from the beginning of ir to the end; yea, inche 
verſe of my Text where God ſpeaks moſt terribly 
and righteouſly in the Judgemencs and Deftru- 
Rions which he bringeth upon their Enemies, yer 
hes called the God of their Salvation, and thoſe 
rercible things by which God ſpeaks, are not on- 
ly a 71 gireoas anſwer unto their Enemies fans , but 
alſo a graciovs anſwer unto his peoples prayers, By 
gerrible things in rightegu[neſs wilt thu anſwer us 
| ſhall noc ſpeak of terrible things In the res 
rained ſenſe, as they befall the' Enemies only 
of Gods people , and the wicked , whilſt che 
' Tighreous doeſcape, .ard it may be hereby are 
preſerved ; bur as they may befall any people, 
not excluding Gods people, whom the Lord may 
aniwer by terrible things in righteouſneſs» 
Two Dofttines we may obſerve. 
S DoR. 
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inthe City. _ 
" Do. I. That God duth ſometimes ſpeak unto a 
People by terrible things. - 

Dot. 2+ That when God doth ſpeak muſt terri- 
bly, he duh anſwer moſt righteoufly. 

Firſt, That God doth ſometimes ſpeak unts a People 
by terrible things. 

Here I thall ſhow: 

I. Hox God maybe ſaid toſpeak, - 

2, hat thoſe terrible things are by which God doth 
ſometimes ſpeaks : 

3. Why God doth ſometimes ſpeak, mnto a People by 
terrible thinos; and then apply. 

I. How Gcd may be ſaid to ſpeak, OP 

God being a Spirit,hach no Mouth nor Tongue 
properly as. men have, who have bodies, and 
cherefore bis way of ſpeaking ts nor like ours 
(though ſomerimes he-hath created a Voice in as 
articulare ſound as if it had proceeded from. the 
mouth of man to declare his will ) but there are 
ſeveral wayes in which God hath ſpoken and 
doth ſpeak unto the Children of men, by which 
he doth as really and effeually make known his 
mind, as if he ſpake wich mans voice, 

I, God hath ſpoken formerly unto men im- 
mediately, in extraordinary wayesz and thar ſome=- 
eimes more terribly ; as when he gave'the Law 
upon Mount Sinai, when the Mount burned with 
fire» and there was blackneſs, and darkneſs, and 
rempeſt,thundrings and lightnings, and the ſound 
of the Trumpet exceeding loud ,, and the voice 
of words ſoexceeding terribte, thar it made the 
whole Camp corremble ;and 14o/es himſelf ſaid,* 
I exceedingly fear and quake, Exod,19.16, Hib.12. 


1e,19,20,21, 
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Gods - Terrible Voice 
| This way of Gods ſpeaking the Children of 
Ifr ae] were not able to bear , therefore they defi 


red rhar Moſes might {peak unto them , but that 
. God would nor ſpeak unto them thus any more, 


leaf they ſhould die, Exed.20.19.. 
Ar other times God ſpake with a more fill 
and gentle voice, and in a more milde way, as 
when he ſpake co Samyel in the night, he thought 
zt firſt char ir had been the voice of Eli, 1 Sam.3. 
4.5, Thus God ſpake unto 4raham, unto Ja- 
cob, unto AZofes, to whom tr is. ſaid, he ſpake face 
ro face, as a man ſpeaketh to his friend, Exod.33. 
IT, 

God ſpake alſo in an extraordinary way to his 


Prophets of old , rhen'he made known unto 


them his counſel , that they mighr'declare it un- 


co rhe people : Somecimes he ſpake unto them 


with an audible voice , which he created when 
no Shape was ſeen ; ſometimes by Angels» who 
appeared in bodies, which they laid down again 
when they had delivered their n:eflage ; ſome- 
rimes by Dre:ms and Viſions in the night 5 ſome- 


emes by rim and Thammim ; ſometimes by 


more ſecrer 1n/pir4tions of the Spirits 

Inthe laſt dates of Gods extracrdinary , [peak- 
ing , he ſpake by the moſt exrrairdjniry perſon, 
namely, by his own moſt dearly beloved and only 
begotten Son, Heb.'1.1,2. whom he ſent out of 
his boſom to declare himſelf, Joh. 1. 18. and re- 
veal what he had heard of the Father, Joh.15.15. 
who brought life and immortality to light by the 
Goſpel, and made known Gods purpoſe and 
Grace in mans Salvation,2 Tim.1.9,10. and uc- 
cered ſuch things as were kepr ſecrec from the 
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' divers Miracles, . and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 


Will. | 


_ Watchmen, 1n his Name to warn the peopl? cf his 


foundations of the world , at. 13.35. The 
Goſpel began to be Ipoken of by the Lord Jeſns 
himſelf, and was continued and confirmed by his 
Apoliles, who were his Witneffes, ro whom God 
alſo did bear wicneſs with fiens and wonders, and 


according to his will, Heb,2.3,4. | 
2. And now, though not ſo immediately, an 
in ſuch extraordinary wayes, Jet ill God doth 
ſpeak unto the Children of men. There are two 
wayes of Gods ſpeaking now unto men ; name- 
ly, his Yord and his Works. _ | 
1, His ord contained inthe Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teſtamenc, which holy men wrote 
as they were Inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Pe:.1. 
21, And thus God ſpeaketh either 'externally by 
his Word alone, or inern-lly with his Word by 
his Spirit. "EY | | 
I, God ſpeaketh now unto men exteznally by 
his Word alone, to ſom: more ently, unto. 
whom he gives his Scriptures only to be read, and  * 
brings to their view his written Word alone, 
without che adv:in:age of other Ordinances,which 
might more powerfully declare unco them his 
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Unto others, hz ſpeaks more 4ndibly , where 
the Goſpel doth ſound in their ears,and wi h rhe 
Scriptures God ſendeth his Miniſters to preach 
unto them, 

God ſpeaketh by bis Minifters, who. are His. 


JudgementsStemporal andeternal, which in the 
,Scriprures he hath'threarned, Exc. 3.17 18, &c, 
Iſa.63.6, who are the Lords Embaſſadors, 3 Cor. 
B3 F« 20. 


Gods Terrible Voice 
5.20. from whom they have a Commiſſion ro 
preach the Goſpel, and declare the glad ridings 
of Salvation un:o all ſuch as repent, and believe, 
and yield up themſelves unto the obedience of 
the Word. 

Miniſters ſtand in the room of Chriſt ; and te 
is well for-us that God ſpeaks unto us by Mini- 
ters, becauſe we ſhould not be able to endure, 
ſhould he ſpeak unco us immediately by himſelf, 
ſhonld he ſpeak unto us with an audible voice, as 


he did rothe Children of 1/rae] on Mount Sinai, 


when he gave the Law , this would be ſo terti= 
ble, that with them we (ould deſire to heat A70- 


. ſes, and chuſe Miniſters rather to ſpeak unto us; 
yea, if Chrift Jeſus himſelf ſhould come down 


from heaven, however he might have been heard 
In his Rate of Humiliation , when his Deity wag 


ſo much vailed ; yer if he ſhould now appear in 
- the glory he hath with the Father; or as he ap- 
->;peared unto John his Beloved Diſciple, when his 
... eyes were as a flame of fire, ana his'countenance 


like the Sun when it ſhinethin irs full Rrength, 


| and his voice like the ſound of many waters: I 


ſay, if Chriſt ſhould thus appear and: preach unto 
us, ſuch a dread and amazement would fall upon 
us, that we ſhould fall down-dead at his feers 
as his Diſciple Jha did, Rev.t.13,0 4,15,16, 17, 
Therefore it is better for us in this tate of weak= 
neſs, that God ſpeakethro us by Miniſters, men 
of like paſſions and inficmicies with our ſelves, 
whom we may be ableto bear, and whoſe words 
— DONS. our weakneſs, we may be able to 
ear. 


2. God doth now alſo \feak unto men inter- 


nally 
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nally with his Word by his Sprit, when God ſends 
his Spicit with his Word for (nition only, or 


| ſome Common work : thus God calls upon the 


wicked, who fit under the preaching of the Word, 
moves and ftrives wich them by his Spiric,bur they 
reſiit the ſpirit, (ifleConvitions, & wil not heacrk- 
ento his calts and motions, Gen.6.3. A,7.51, 
Bur eſpecially God ſpeaks with his Word by 
his Spirir, when he ſendech his Spirit for Conver- 
fon, and to effect a ſaving change: thus God 


ſpeaks when he calleth blind ſinners out of dark= ' 


neſs intohis marvellous light, x Pet. 2. 9. quick- 
neth dead ſinners , putting intothem a new Prin- 
ciple of ſpiritual life, Eph.2.1, reſcueth enſlaved 
ſinners our of Sarans ſnare, 2 T7#s. 2.26, deltver- 
ing them from the power of the Devil, and cran= 
ſlating cheminro the Kingdome of his dear Son, 
Col. 1.13. when by his Spiric he draweth ſinners, 
Foh. 6. 44+. and joyns them unto Jeſus Chriſt, 
1 Cor, 6.17. God ſpeaketh unto men with his 
Word by his Spirit, when he doth thus efettually 
call them ; and he ſpeakethunto men alſo by his 
Spirit, when he gracicaſly viftech them which are 
called, when he teachech, melteth, warmeth, 
quickneth, firenethenerh, and refreſheth chem by 
his Spirit, as they {it under the Mmfluence of his 
Ordinances, when he ſpeaketh peace unto their 
Conſciences, ſheweth chem his reconciled Face, 
ſhedderh abroad his love in their hearcs, and gi- 
veth ſuch ſweet comforts and raviſhing oy as 1s 
unſpeakable, and full of Glory, Job. 6. 45+. Fob. 
I 4.26. Lok.24.32. Pſal.143.1. Eph.3.16, Af. 
3-19. P/a.85.8. Rom.5.5. P[a.gq.19. 1 Pet.1.8. 
2, God ſpeaketh unto men by his Yorks ; . and: 
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Gods Terrible Voice 
that either by bis works of Creation, or by his 
works of Providence, * I Fn 

I. God ſpeaketh by his worky of Creation ; the. 


Heavens havga voice and declare Gods glory, 


Pſa.19.1, and the Earth hath not only an ear co 
hear, [/4.1.2, but alſo a tongue, as it were , to 
ſpeak Gods praiſe. We read of che Seas roaring, 
2nd the Floods clapping their 'hands ; of the 
Mountains finging, and the Trees of the wood 


ſounding forth 'thetr joyful acclamations ; yet, - 


beaſts and all cartel, creeping things and flying 
fowl, Dragons and all Deeps, Fire, Hail, Snow, 
Rain, and (tormy winde, as they fulfill his Word, 
ſo they. ſpeak, and in their way declare whar 
their Maker is, or rather in them, and by them, 
| God doth ſpeak, and make kfown ſomething 6f 
himſelf, P/a.14 3.4, 8,10, &c. | \ 
Wereadof the Yoice of the Lord in Poxer , the 
V oice of the Lord in Miijefty, the Vice of the 
L::rd upon the waters, the Voice of the Lord dividin 
the flames of fire, the Voice cf the Lord ſhaking ih, 


= Wilderneſs sf Cadeſh, breaking the Cedars of Leba- 


20n, and the like, which is the Voice of the Lord 
in _ terrible noiſe of Thunder, P/a. 29, 3, 4,5, 
6,700 | | — 
And thetg is no one work of the Lord (though 
-not with ſuch a noiſe) which doth nor with aloud 
Voice; as it were, in the Name of the Lord proe 
claim unto the Children of men, how great and 
glorious the Lord is, who hath given it ics being; 
and uſe, and place in the. world : eſpecially the 
work of God in the Make of man , hisbody the 

- members and ſenſes, his Soul the powers and fa- 
- Culries, doth without 4 tongue ſpeak the praiſe un 
| T7 - : caac 
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thar God, who cnriouſly framed the ahedpl in the 
| womb, and 1mmediarely infuſed: the living ſoul, 
Pſa.139-1415. Zach.12.1. 

2, God ſpeaketh by his Works of Providence, 
and that both merciful and /flidtive. | 

I, God ſpeaketh by his CMerciful Providen- 
ces, by his patience, and bounty, and goodneſs, he 
calleth men unto repentance, Kew. 2. 4. He gl- 
veth witnels of himſelf, ip giving rain and fruit- 
ful ſeaſons, AF.14.17. 

Gods providing mercies, Gods preventing mer- 
cies , Gods preſerving mercies, Gods delivering 
metcies, the namber of Gods mercies which can- 
not be reckoned, the o-4er and irange method of 
Gods mercies, which cannot be declared , the 
greatneſs of Gods mercies in the kinds and ſtrange 
circamſtances, which cannot be expreſſed ,- do all 
with open :1ch call upon men from. the Land tO 
repent of their ſins which they have committed 
2vainſt him, and to yeild-{l love, chankfulneſs, 
and obedience unto him, 

2. God ſpeaketh by his efftietive Prividences : 
There is a voice of God in his Kod, as well as in 


his Word, Mic.s, 9. Hear the Red, __ who hath ap- 


pointed it ; when God ch-ſteneth, he teacheth, Pſal. 
94,12 . When God lifrech up his hand and frikes. 
he openeth his mouth alſo and ſpeaks; and ſomes 


times openeth mens ears coo, and ſealeth their 
inſtruRion, Fob 33.16. 


Sometimes God ſpeaks by Rods more mildly, 
by leſſer aflitions ; ſometimes God ſpeaks by 


Scorpions more rerrill Y, by greater Judgements, 
which leads tothe ſecond particular, 
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(Gods Texrible Voice 
SECT. II. 


What are thoſe terrible thing: by which God doth 
| ſometimes Je? 


He word in ehe Original i 1s Nia from 
NV which Gonifierh, he feared : Terrible 


things are ſuch great Judgements of God, as 
do uſually make a general impreſſion of fear up- 
on che hearts of people, 

Take ſ>me inſtances, 

'T. The Plaoue us 4 Terrible Fudgement by which 
God ſpeaks unto men, Tae Hebrew word is 
127 from "WT he ſpake. It is a ſpeaking Judges 
ment; where God ſends the Plague , he ſpeaks» 
and he ſpeaks terribly ; che Plague is very cerri- 
ble, as ic effeeth terrour ; rhe "Peftilence wht 


walkeph in darkneſs, is called the Terrour by night, - 


P/al.91,5,6. 

The Plague 1s very weedble, in that 

Ic is ſop»y/onos5 2 diſeaſe; it poyſons the 
blood and ſpirics, breeds a ſtrange kind of ve- 
nom in the body, which breakerh forth ſomerimes 
in Bolls, and Blains, and great Carbuncles, or 


elſe works more dangerouſly,when i ic preyeth up- 


on the vitals more inwardly. 

2. Iris ſo n9y/or: 2 diſeaſe; it turns the good 
humors into purrefaRion , which putting forth it 
ſelf inthe iſſues of running ſores, doth give a 
moſt noyſome ſmell : Snch a diſeaſe for loath- 
ſomeneſs we read of, P/4.38. 5, 7,11, Hy wonnds 


ftink and are cv my loigs are filled rey 
E Y loat W 
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Joathſome diſeaſe , and there is no ſoundneſs in my 
fleſh; my lovers and my friends ſtand aloof from my 
ſore , and my Kinſmen ſtand afar i. | 


3. Itis ſoinfettions a diſeaſe;itſpreadethir ſelf 
worſethan the Leprofie among the Jexs; it in- + 


feeth not only thoſe which are weak, and in- 
firm in body, and full of ill hnmors,bur alſo thoſe 
which are young, ſtrong, healthful ,, and of the” 
beſt temperature ; and that ſomerimes ſooner 
than others, The Moe I andereatly 
infeaious, whole Cities have been depopulated 
through its ſpreading, many whole families have 
received Iinfe&ion, and death one from another 
thereby , which is the third thing that rendrech 
the Plague ſo terrible. 

4 4. Iris ſo deadly; it kills where it comes with- 
ont mercy ; It kills (I had almcſt ſaid cert-inly ) 
very few do eſcape, eſpecially upon its firſt en= 
trance, and befare irs malignity be ſpent ; few 
are touched by ir, bur chey are killed by tt: andir 
kills ſaddenly; as it gives no warning before ic 
comes, ſuddenly the arrow is ſhot which wound- 
ech untothe heart ; ſoit gives little time of pre- 
paration before it brings to the Grave? Under o* 
—_— men may linger out many weeks and 


' moneths z; under ſome divers years 5 bur the 


Plague uſually killeth wichin a few daies ; ſome- 
times within a few hours after its firſt approach, 


though the body were never ſo ſtrong and free 
from diſeaſe before. 


The Plague is very terrible ; it is terrible to 
them thar have it ; inſomuch as it uſvally comes 
with Grim Death, the King of Terrours, in its 
hand : andir-is tertible to them which have ic 

| notz 


Ty 


| i2 * © Gods Terrible Voice 


not; becauſe of their danger of being infected 
by it; the fear of which hath made ſuch anim- 
preſſion upon ſome, char ixhath raſed out of cheir 
zarcs, for the while, all affeRtians of fove and 
pltty. to their neareſt Relations and deareſt 
Friends ; ſo chac when the Diſeaſe hath firſt ſei- | 
zed upon them, and they have had the greateſt -| 


' need of ſuccour , they have lefc cheir friends in 
. diſtreſs, and flown away from them , as 1f they 
| hadbeen their Enemies. | 


2. eADelugeby Water 4 a Terrible Fudgement : | 
There haye been ſeveral Floods which we read of | 
in Hiſtories, that have ſuddenly broken in upon |: 
tome places, and overwhelmed Habitations and 
Inhabicants cogether. 

But God never did, and never will ſpeak ſo 
Terribly by a Deluge of Water ,. as by the grear 

luge in the daies of Noah, when the whole 
world was drowned thereby, excepring Noah,and 
thoſe which were with him 1n the rk. 

And becauſe the Judzement was ſo dreadful, 
and the Hiſtory ſo affeRing, I ſhall ſer it before 
your eye out of Gen, 7. from the I 1th ver, cothe 
end of the Chapter. /n the ſix hundredth year of 
Naaks life, in the ſecond moneth, and the ſeventeenth 
day of the moneth, in the ſame day were all the Foun- © 
tains of the Great Deep broken up, God withdrew 
the bounds which he had ſer co the great Sea, ſo =: 


that the waters covered the earth as they did at {; 


che beginning ; and the Windoxes of heaven mere 
opened , out of which God locked fo;th ia anger 


. uponthe earch , and powered forch a Yiol of hes 
_ wrath 6aufing it to rain forry dies and forty 


niches in dreadful ſhowres, accompanied , as 1s 


proba= 


SIE in F tbe \ City: G1 

probable , with. ſtormy winds, and hideous tem= 
peſt, which put the world inco a frighe and amaze 
ment; when the Element of Air ſeemed to. be 
changed into water, and ſach a Torrent flowed 
in upon them on every fide ; we may gueſs whac 
fear they were over-whelmed withal ; ' but Noah 
and his Family were got intothe Ark, and the 
Lord ſÞut them in ; then the waters encreaſed,and 
bare up the Ark, and it was lift up above the earth, 
and & waters encreaſed, and prevailed ' preat- 


ly apon the earth, wry Ix T&D 29 
and the Ark went upon the face of the waters, ſo that 


all the high Hills and Mountains nere covered fifteen 


Cubits : Then all fleſh died , fowl, and cattel, and 
beaſt, and every thing that creeped or moved on the 
earths, and every man, and Noah only remained 
alive, and they that were with him in the Arkh, God 
ſpake then terribly indeed unto the wicked world 
by the Flood, which devoured chem all cogether in 
the midſt of their ſecurity and fin; bur God 
hath promiſed he will never ſpeak thus by water 
any more. | 

3« Fire is another terrible. thing, whereby Gid 
ſometimes calls to contend by with a ſinful People : 
Fire is very dreadful whenit hath a Commiſſion 
from God, and meets with much combullible 
matter , and prevails without reſiſtance. God 
ſpake terribly by Fire unto Sodom and Gemorrah, 
when he rained Fire and -Brimſtone on choſe Ci- 
ries, and conſumed them. See Gen. 19. fromthe 
24th ver. tothe 29th, The” Lord rained fire and 
brimftone out of heaven , and overthrew thoſe (tits 
and the Inhabitants ropether ; and when Abraham 


looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Land ' 
mY 
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of che Plain, he ſaw the ſmoke of the Country go 

he the ſmoke of / Furnace. E Cr __ 
God ſpake terribly , though not ſo tertibly ro 

Ternſalem, when he ſuffered 'rheir City to be ſec 

on fire by the 3abylonians, and their Temple to be 

burgt corhe ground. See Fer.52.12,13. 


Bur the molt fearful Inſtances of Gods Terti- 


ble Voice by Fire are yer to 'come : Thus God 
will ſpeak by Fire unto Spiritual Babylon, which 
may eaſily be proved to be Rue, from Rev. 17. 
I 8, She being rhe then great Cicy, which reigned 
over the Kings of the earth.  Babylons burning 
with fire you may read, Aev. 18. 8, 9, Io, &c. 
Therefore ſhall her Plagnes come inone day, Death, 
and Mourning, and Famine , and ſhe ſhall be ut- 
terly burnt with fire ; for ſtrong ts the Lord God who 
Jadgeth her + And the Kings of tre earth who have 
committed fornication, and lived delicionſly with her, 
ſhall berzail her, and lament for her , when they ſhall 


ſee the ſmoak of her burning; ſtanding afar off - for 


ear bf her torment ſaying, Alas ! alas ! that great 
City Babylon ! that-mighty City ! for in one hour 15 
thy judgement come.'&c, 

. God ſpaketerribly by fire when London was in 
flames, of which 1n the application ; bur he will 
ſpeak far more terribly when Babylon [ball be in 
flames; and-,not only in part, but wholly, and 
utcerly, and irreparably burnt 'and rnrned'Into 
a{hes:.when not only the City ſhall be conſu- 
med, bur alſo rhe Whore her ſelf ſhall be hated 
and made deſolate, and devoured with fire by che 


 Kingsof theearch, Xev, 17.10, 


 Thelaſt inſtance of Gods ſpeaking rerribly by 


/ firs will be. the 74ſt day, when the Lord Jeſus 


Cirift, 
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Chriſt, the Judge of Quick and Dead, ſhall come 
down from heav<n in flaming fire, to take ven- 
geance on all thoſe that know wot God , and obey nor 
the Geſpel, 2 Theſ.1.7,8, Andrhe Apoſtle Peter 
-tells us, that the heavens and the earth are reſerved 
in ſtore for fire against this day : when the Heavens 


, ſhall piſs away witha preat noiſe, and the Elements 


melt with fervent heat , and the Earth , and all the 
works therein ſhall be burnt up, 2 Pet.3.7,10, Then 

God will ſpeak terribly by fire, and above all, 

> © moſt rerribly to the ungodly world, when he 

2 will ſentence them unto, and caſt them into the 

Fire of Hell , where they muſt dwell with devox- 
ring fire, and inhabir ever/-ſting burnings.” 

| 4. The Sword # a dreadful Judgement , whereby 

': God ſpeaks ſometimes very terribly z eſpecially 

;- When he draws ir forth againſt his own and his 

. Peoples Enemies, Hear how terribly God ſpeaks, 

as in, Dent. J2.39,40,41,42. See now that 1, even 

IT am he, and there is no God with me; I kill, and 1 

make alive ; 1 wound, and 1 heal ," neither '#s there ' 
any that can deliver out of my hand : For I-lift up 

my hand to heaven, and ſay , I live for ever. If 1 

het my glittering Sword , and my hand take hald on 

Tudgement , 1 will render vengeance to mine 'Ene- 

mics, and reward them that hate me ; I will make 

mine eArrons drunk with blood ( and my Sword ſhall 

dewoure fleſh ) and that with the Loud of the ſlain, 
and of tbe Captives, from the beginning of revenges 

upan the Enemits, 

When God furbuſheth his Sword , and whets 
itz when God girdeth hisSword upon his thigh, 
and  marcheth againſt his Enemies; when he 
drawerh his Sword , and makech flaughrer wich 

; it; 
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_—1s ſoaked in blood ; when blood is powred forth 


—_ 


| Bozrah, 1fa. 63.1, When he pathereth the Nati- | 


. and. thither cauſeth bis Mighty Ones to come down a= | 


- When God treadeth the Wine-preſs of his wrath 
without the City, and the blood comtes out of the Wine- |; 
preſs even to the horſes bridles, Reve 14.20, In a ?! 


take parc with him ; as Rev, 19. from the 12th {; 


borh the heavens and che earch to tremble , For! | 


Gods, Terrible Voice 
ic ; when his Sword deyoureth much fleſh, and is 
miade drunk wich the bloed of the flain; when 
God gives Commiſſhon' to the Sword, ſaying, 
Sword, .go thirow ſuch a Land ; as Ezek, 14.17. | 
And powres out his fury on the Land in blood ;, as | 
'ver, 19. So thar the' Sword is bathed in blood, | 
and garments are rowled in blood, and the Land 


[like-water, and dead bodies are caft forth into the | 
open field without burial; and God makes an in- * 
-vitation to. all feachered fowl to gather them- 
ſelves together , and feaſt themſelves upon the | 
carkaſles of the. {lain ; © as Ezek, 39.17, 18, 19, 

20, When God comes with died garments from | 


"ons, 4nd brings them into the valley of Jehoſhaphar, þ 


gainft them, Foel 3.2,1t. When the day of Gods | 
indienation doth come , and he makes ſuch þ 


\latighter amongſt” his Enemies), char the Earth # 
- doth ſtink with cheir-carkaſſes, and che Moun- 4 


rains do melt with their blood, Iſa, 342, 3. | 


word, when the Lord ſhall come fotch upon his Z 
White Horſe with his Armies , and ſhall deſtroy 7 
the Beaſt, and all the Powers of the earth rhar |} 


ver- to the end: Then God will ſpeak terribly © 
indeed againſt his Enemies by the Sword; then ? 
he will roar our of Zion, and utcer his voice from |: 
Teryſalem, and chatin ſuch a manner, as will make |; 
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: "ia the City. 

And indeed God {peaks with a Terrible Voice 
where-ever he ſends the Sword , and makes the 
Alarm of War to be heard; as ſometimes he 
ſends it amorgſt his own people for their fn, 
I Kings 8.33. 

When Cod brings into a Land a HG of 
znocher Language and Religion , of a fierce 
countenance and cruel Ciſ ir1on', 2nd glves : 
them pou er to prevail, ard(bring : wc Land under 
cheirfeer, ſo char the: Michey Men are cur off 
by them, and the Men of Valour cinſhed in 
the gate; che young men fly and fall before 
them, and chere is noneto make any refiftance z 
when they break in ugon Cities , plunder 5 -ouſes, 

raviih Women and Maids, ſtitp , and ſpoli, and 

pur all che ſword, rhe young, with the greys 
head , cruelly rip up women wich-childe , and 
wichouc any pity on lictle Infants , daſh them a- 
cainſt che ſtones, -God ſpeaks more terribly by 
ſuch a Judgement, rhan by Plague or Fires 

gs. The Famine is a dreadful Tad gement, whereby 
God ſpeaks ſometimie unto a people very terrill 2;#ben 
Godſtrercheth upon 4 p/ace Rs lines confuſion, @ ther 
ſtones of emptineſs; as Iſa, 34+ 1T. When God 
ſendeth cleanneſs of teeth inco Cities ; as Amrs 4. 
6, When God ſhooteth into a L and the cvi! Ar- 
row; of Famine, and it becomes exceedtng ſore, 
this is one of the moſt dreadful Judgene :nts of 
all Judgements in chis world, far hevar | Plague, 
or Fire, or Sword, See how parl e::c2!!; the F2- 
mine amoneR the Jen E deſcribe. oy ; Amory "0 
in his Lement. 1tions, Cop, 4, fromthe 4th ver, 
unto the I'2. The tongue of the ſucking Ct de ciea- 


verh to the re 79: f of his wouth f.r zhirſf 3" t9e young 
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Children ath for bread , and no man breaketh it 
unto them, They that feed delicately are deſolate in 
the ſtreets. They that were brought up in ſcarlet em- 


brace dunghils,, For the puniſhment of the iniquity of 


the danghter of my people 7s greater than the puniſh+ 
ment of the fin of Sodom, that was overthrown in a 
moment, and no hand ſtayed on her, The Nazarites 
were purer than ſnow; whiter than milk; they were 
more ruddy in budy then Rubies; their poliſhing was 
of ſaphires their viſage is blacker than acoal; they 
are not known in the ſtreets; their skin clexveth to 
their Lones, it is withered, it t& become like a ſtzch. 
T hey that be ſlain with the ſmord,are better than they 
which be ſlain with hunger ;; for theſe pine away ſtrick- 
en thcrough for want of the fruits of the Earth, The 


hands of the pitiful Women have ſudden their own 


Children, they were the'r meat in the deſtruflion of 
the dauobier of my people. The Lord hath accom- 
pliſhed bis firy, he- hath poured out his fierce 
anger. 


6. The fixth terrible FTudgment is a Famine of 


the Werd , which 1s threatned, Am. 8. 11,12. - 
Behold the dayes come, ſaith the Lord, that I will ſend 


a Famine inthe Land, not. a Famine of Bread, nor 
a thirſt for Water, but of hearing the words of the 
Lord : eAnd they ſhall mander from Sea to Sea, 
and from the North tothe Eaſt, and they ſhall run 
to and fro to ſeth, the word of the Lord, .and ſhall 
not findeit, 

A Famine of the Word is a worſe judementr, 
than a Famine of Bread ; indeed few do teally 


rhink ſo, becauſe the moſt judge according to - . 


ſenſe; bur that ir is ſo, 1s evicent to a A7an of 
Frith and conſideration z fox as the ſoul is more ex- 
| ">. - our 
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cellent than the body, and che concernments of 
the other lite,far beyond the eoncernments of this 
life : ſo the provifions for the ſoul are more ex- 
cellent than the proviſions for the body, and the 
means of getting eternal life to be preferred be- 
fore the means of preſerving temporal life -; 
and therefore by conſequence the dearth & ſcar- 
city of proviſions for the ſoul muſt needs be a 
oreater judgment, than a ſcarcity of proviſions 
fcr the body. Unto which I might add,that the 
Famine of the word doth uſually bring with.ic 
many temporal judgments 3 "The burning of rhe 
Temple ar Jer»ſalem, and the failing of Viſion 
was accompanied with {laughter by the ſword, 
and captivity of the Land. = 

7. eAnd laſtly, God ſpeaks muff terrillie unto 
a-jeople when be ſends divers of theſe Tudgments 30+ 
gether, as Lam. 1,20. Abroad the ſword bereaveth, 
at home there is death, when enemies withour, 
Plague and Famine within. God ſpeaks terribly, 
when Fire and Sword goeth together, or Sword 
and Famine; or Famine and Plague, or Famine 
of Bread, and Famine of the Word. 

Theſe are ſome of the terrible things by which 
God doth ſometimes ſpeak, 
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by ſuch terrible things ? 


* He reaſon is, becauſe people don't hearRen 
| unco him, ſpeaking any .other way, God 
C3 ſpeake 


Why is it that the Lord doth ſpeak unto a pecple 
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ſpeaketh once, yea twice, bur men perceive ic noty 
Job 33.14, Gods gemile voice is not heard or 


minded, therefore he ſpeaks more loudly andere 


ribly, char people. might be awakened to hear, 
Parcicularly God . {peaks chus terribly, | 
"TI, Becauſe People do nat hearken to the voice of 
kts word and meſſengers;God ſpeaks audibly by Mt- 
niſters, and when chey are not regarded,he ſpeaks 
more feelingly by judgments; he ſpeaks firſt by 
threatnings,& when they are ſighted, he ſpeaks by 
2xecutions, God firlt lifts up his voice and warns 
by his word, before he lifts up his arm2 and 
ftrtkes with his Rod 5 when men grow thick of 
nearing the ſweet calls of the Goſpel, God 1s 
even forced corhunder, that he may peirce their 
ear; when God ſpeaks to the ears and they are 
ſhut, God ſpeaks to the eyes and other ſenſes, 
thar his mind may.be known z eſpecially when 
men obſtinately refuſe to hear, God is exceed- 
ingly provoked to execute his t27rible judgments 


upon them, ſee Zach. 8. rx, 12. but theyrefuſed 


£0 hearkeri, and pulled away the ſhoulder, and. ſtop- 


. ped their ears that: they ſhould not her : yea they 


made their heart like an Adamint ſtone, leaſt they 


fhirtd hear the Law, and the wirds which the Lord of 


Hts h:d ſent in his ſpirit by the fermer Prophets : 
7 berefur2came there 4 great nrath from the Lord of 
Hift;. So alſo when God 9vave up Jersſalem to 
deſolation and ruine, ſes the fin which provoked 
the Lord hereunto. 2 Chron. 36. 16. They mick- 
ed the mefſencers of God, and deſpiſed bus wirds, 
and niſi{cd tis Propnets, untill the wrath of the 
Lord arſe againſt his perple, till there was'no ree 
meds, —* | 


/ 2. Bee 


2. Becauſe they do not hearken to the voice of brs. 


| goodneſs and mercies. The goodnefs' and forwear= 


ance of God doth ſpeak unto men frombim, and: 
call upon them. co forbear (in for. ſhame,to repent 
2nd return to.him, Xo. I. 4..:But when men: 
deſpiſe the riches of his goodneſs, and deafen 
cheir ear unto the. language .of his.mercies, and 
tratnple his patience. under foot (though God!: 
hach appointed a day of wrath hereafcer,wherein- 
he wilſfreckon with the whole nngodly World tos 
oecher, and give them the jult demeric of their 
l;y,yec) ſometimes his patience is turned hereby 
into fury, - and is anger doth; break forth into a 
flame, and conſumes them by the blow of dread- 
full remporal z:idgments. | 

3. Becauſe they will not hearken to the wiice of- 
liſſer iffliftions 3 When Gods word ts not heard,he 
ſpeaks by his Rod; when his Rod is not heard, he 
ſhoots with his arrowes & fitrikes with his ſword ; 
and if leſſer afflitions be not minded, then God 
ſpeaks by more dreadful awakening judgments : 
as the-fins of men do preced& the judements of 
God - ſo uſually lefler judgments do pre:ce 12 
greater judgments; and as there are de2rees 
and fleps watch men uſually doamake before thzy 
arrive to a great heighth in ſin, Nemo rrpen:e fit 
turpiſſizzus + (o there are degrees and Reps wiich 
God uſually doth rake, in infliging his jude- 
ments for ſin, Look into one plice for all, which 
ſhews how God doth proceed from leſs to great- 


er judgments, L2v, 26. from the 15.%. to the 


40th. when his fatutes are deſpiſed and Coves, 
nant broken,firit he threatneth to ſend upon them 
conſumpion, and a burning zguethen hethreat- 
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Famine. 
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neth rhar chey ſhall fall before their enemies ; 
and if they will-not hearken co his volce in theſe 


judgments. be threatnerh co puniſh them ſeven 
times morefor their fins; and to make che Hea- 


'vens as Iron z. andthe Earth as braſs z and ſend a 
dearth among{t them, And- if they will nor- yer 


hearken, he chrearneth to ſend wild beaſts, which 


ſhould devour their children'and Catrel. Andif 


chey would not be refortmed by theſe chings, bur 


{ill would walk contrary unto him, he chreatneth 


to walk contrary unto them, and co puniſh them 
yer ſeven times niore for their fins: he chreatnech 
ro bring a ſword upon them co avenge the quar- 
rel of his Covenanc; and when they ſhould be 


gathered together in their Cities, t6 ſend the Pe- 


Rilence amongſt them ; and herennto to adde the 


unto God, bur ill walk contrary unto him, he 
rhrearnech char he will walk contrary unto them 
in fury.and make them eat the fleſh of rheir Sons 
and cheir Daughters, and lay waſt their Cities, 


. and make their SanQuaries a deſolation; and up» 
on-them that are lefc alive be threatneth to ſend 


ſuch faintneſs of hearr, that they ſhould flee ar 
the ſound of a ſhaken leaf, and fall when none 
purſued them; and that they ſhould pine away 
in their iniquicies in the Land of their enemies, 


Thus God preceeds by Reps and degrees in the 


execution of his fierce anger upon a rebellior 
People, when God ſpeaks by ordinary diſeaſes 
and'is not heard, then ſomerimes he ſends a 
Plague; and if after a Plague, people will nor 
return to him that ſmiteth them, . nor ſeek to pa» 
cify Gods anger which is kindled againſt ther: 

| | ut 


And if chey would not yer hearken 
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but walk ſo much the-more contrary unto him,he 
may walk contrary to chem in fury, and ſend 
fire inco their Cities to devour their aabirations. 
And if the voice of the Fire be-nor heard, he bath 
other judgments n readineſs, Sword, Fami e and 
the like, And if temporal judgments te nPheed- 
edy he will bring upon chem eternal judg- 
ments. 

God is not heard. any other way) therefore he 
doth ſpeak by ſuch terrible things. 


" 4 


SECT, IV. 


The Application. 
God ſpeaks ſometimes to a People by terrible things, 


"F: Heſe few laſt years have given (ad inſtances 
hereof in England, eſpecially the £wo laſt 
years 1n our City of Londm, 

The woice of the Lord hath leen in the Rs #3, it's 
hath been lond and full of rerrour ; the Lord 
hath. come forch againſt us with armed venge - 
ance, Frowns have been in his brow deach and 
deſolation in his looks ; chunder hath beenin his 


. voice: flames of Fire in his hand: the Peltilence Hab.z.s. 


hath gone before him, and burning Coals at his 

feet : He hath ſent forth his Arrows watch have _— boy 
ſcatrered vs, and ſhot forth his lightnings which *3 

have diſcomficed us ; The Lord bath rhundered 
in the Heavens, and the higheſt gave his voice, 

hail«ſtones and coals of fire: the Lerd hath vi- 

ſired us.wich form and rempeft and great noiſe, 
yea he hach cauſed his glorious voice to be heard, 1fa,30. 5. 
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and ſhewed the lighting down of his arme, wich 
the indignation of his anger : and with the flame 
of devouring Fire, wich ſcattering and tempeſR 


and hail-(tnes : then ihe furrowes of the Earth. 


were ieen, and the foundatians of the City were 
diſcovered, the Earth alſo (h6ok, becauſe he was 
wrathz, andthe Inhabicanis'of London tremibled, 
becauſe of . his fierce anger ; then the ſnares of 
death compaſled us, and the fears of hell oat 
hold on us, and our heartswere moved within us, 
as Trees when they are moved by che Wind. 
Dreadfull have Gods late judements been in 
London, the noiſe of which hath gone forch, nor 
cnly rhroughout the Land, bur alſo unto the out- 
ermoſt parts of the World, 

Three things we ſhould remark in. chis terri- 
ble voice of Gods judements,' : x 

1, The Judgments themſelves. 


2s The Canſe of the Fad omont3. D £ 7 y 


3. The Deſign «f the Fudgments, 
In the firſt, we have the fond of the voice... 
' In thetwolaſtyive [nterpreration of thewoice. 
I. Concerning the Judgments themſelves, Here 
I might ſpeak-of the judgment executed, e4u- 
euft 24th 1662; when ſo many - Miniſters were 
put out of their places; and the judgment exe- 


"cured March'241h 1665. when ſo many Mini- 


filers were baniſhed 5. miles from Corporations, 


rhe fogmer by way of introduRion to the Plague. 


which ſometime after did ſpread in che Land, buc 
chiefly raged in the Cicy; the lacer by way of 1n- 
troducion to the Fire, which quickly after: did 
burn down L22don the greateſt Corporation in 
England. Theſe judggientslaving been ſo {atel Yo 
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_ in the Ciy. 
and general in the Land; and I preſume ſo ge- 
nerally known;with all their circumſtances z thar 
it would be needleſs to eive here a Narration of 
them. Bur this I muſt ſay, I could wiſh they 


wereas generally. believed to be judgments; and 


accordingly laid to heart: for I fear that the 
oreat inſenſibili: y,which people have been under 
of theſe judoments; becauſe they haye nat reach- 
ed the Fleſh; and their ſottiſh inconſideration of 
Gods dreadfull diſpleaſure herein, hath provo- 


. ked the Lord to ſend ſuch judements as have 


c:me nearer to ſenſe: rhat they might perceive 
God was 4n#ry indeed before, and that his greac- 
br diſpleaſure in the former might be known by 
his more ſerfible diſpleaſure 1n the latter. = 


- Ler London ſeriouſly confider whether her Goſ= 


_ pel priviledges were not her beſt defencFagainſt 


. pure, plentifull. Miniſters excellencly qualified 


remporal calamities ; and- wherher fince her 
flighting, abuſe and forfeiture, and Gods ſeiſure 
and {tripping ber fo much of cheſe, ſhe hath not 
been laid naked to thoſe heavy ſtrokes of excraor- 


|} —. dinary judgments which ſhe hath lately res 


ceived. | | 
London had the Guſpel, Ordinances powerfull, 


and rarely furniſhed with- miniſterial abiliries ; 


Lmndonhad as many burning and ſhining lights as— 


any one ſuch ſpot of ground under the cope of 
heaven. 

+ Nor to ſpeak of their abilities for preaching 
and defence of 'the crutch, ſuch gifts of prayer 
Lindon Miniſters had, which were no ſmall de- 
fence of the City, as I believe no City in the 
World could parallel. | 
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O what prayers have there formerly been in 
L1ndon Pulpics, eſpecially on dayes of ſolemn 


humiliation! how have the ſpirics of Miniſters 


been carried forth fomietime 1n prayer for ſevezal 
hours cogether, {without cautologies and vain 
repeticions) in ſuch variety of affe&ionate en- 
largements, and with ſuch raiſedneſs and tranſ- 
ports of ſpirit; as if they had been juſt leaving 
the body, and going to live and abide with God, 


and wonld converſe no more with men or world- . 


ly things! | | | 

In their confeſſions of fin, how have they 
rak'd inco the dunghill of a roccen heart, and laid 
abroad its inward filthineſs? how have they rrac'd 
the footſteps of its deceitfulneſs, through the 
maze and wilderneſs of irs many windings and 
rurnings ? how. have they pelrced into the very 


'bowels of fin, and rip it up as ir were to the 


back-bone, bringing forth its very entrals ro o- 
pen view? how have they anacomiz'd as it were 
the body of death in all che parts and members 
of it, diſcovering withall the ſeveral diſeaſes of 
every parc, With their cauſe, and manner of work- 
ing? and all this in ſuch, patherical cutting ex- 
preffions, accomparued with ſuch brokenneſs and 
bleeding of hearr,. as no form can imirate of 


effe. 


© In their ſupplications for the pardon of fin, for , 


ſpiritual and heavenly riches, O with what feel- 
Inz and fervour did rhey expreſs themſelves? O 
with what faith and importnniry did they wreſtle 
and plead at the Throne of Grace for ſuch fa- 
vours beyond the 1mporcunity of poor priſoners 
chrough rhe grates, or poor beggars at the _ 
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when they are moſt earneſt for relief ? yeahow 
did they beliege God as it wete,-and ſeem as if 
they wopld ſcale the walls of Heaven ir ſelf, and 
take che Kingdome of Heaven with violence 
| and force? how have they even preſſed in upon 
God with the dinr of argumenc, and laid hold 
on him with the hand of faith,reſolving not to 
let him go withour a bleſſing 3 - | 

| In their ſupplications for the Chutch and Land, 
they have behaved themſelves as if they had no 
- private concernments. Bur how did they bear 
London upon their hearts when-they came to the 
rhrone of grace? what yearning bowels had they 
rowards and for the City how many teares have 
they ſhed in bewaliling ber fins? how have they 
flood ini the breach, when 'the Lord hath been 
coming forth againſt this place ? how have they 
held his arme when it hath been lifted up ro 
firike 2 how have they ſtood weeping between the 
Porch and the eAltar, crying ſpare thy Peaple O 
Lord, and do not deſiroy London ! and many times 
have they prevailed to appeaſe Gods wrath and 
urn away his fierce anger which hath been kind- 
led againit us, 

Goſpel-Ordinances, and Goſrel- Miniſters were 
the ſafe-guard of London, the glory and defence. 
Bu: when the Ordinances were lighted, and the 
Miniſters were mocked and. miſuſed by ſome 
who called themſelves Profeſſors, and both were 
fallen ſo much 1n rhe eſteem of the moſt ;; and 
L9ndon did nor yield the fruic which God looked 
for under ſuch dreſſing, (of which more when [1 
come to ſpeak of Londons fins) God is provoked 
not only to call for ſome of his Meſſengers home 
t9 
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to himſelf, but alſo to ſuffer the reſt which were 
moſt conſciencious to be thruſt.into Corners, 

T hts, this did preſage London's near approach- 
Ing ruine and deſolation, though few did believe 
Ir, 2nd b=cauſe they did not believe it, and were- 
inſenſible of Gods . wrach in this judgement: 
therefore their danger was the greater of the o- 
ther jucagments which have came. upon them : 
when fo. many Rakes were pluckr out, no wonder 
if the hedge be broken ; when ſo many Pillars 
were removed, -no wonder if the building tum-- 
dle toche ground, a, | 

Bur 1 proceed to give a natration of the later 


pudoments of Plague and Fire, 


SECT. V. 


He Plavyz ſogrear, ſo lately,ſhould not be 

forgorren ; yer leſt the fire more lately,and 
propotionably more great,aad the amazing fears, 
which ſince have riſen within us, ſhould ſhuffle 
former thoughts our of our minds , and raſe ont 
the impreſſions, which by che Plague we had, and 
thould labour to retain to our dying hour : there« 
fore I ſhall give a brief narration of this ſad judg- 
ments and fome obſervations of mine own ( who 
was here 1n che City from-the beginning to the 
end of it)both to kzep alive in my ſelf and others, 
the memory of the judgment , that we may be. 
the betrer prepared for compliance with Gods 
defigne in ſending the Plague amongſt us. 
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 Itwasin the year of our Lord I 56 # chat che 
Plague began 1n our City of Zdon, afrer we 
were warned by the greatÞPlague inHoland in the 
year 1664 & the beginning of it in ſome remote 
parts of our Land the ſame year; not co ſpeak 
any thing whether chere was any fignification and 


—Influence in the Blazing-ſtar not long before, 


that appeared in the view of London , and firuck 
ſome amazement upon the ſpirits of many : Ir 
was in the moneth of 17ay that the Plague was 
firſt taken notice of 3 our Bill of Mortality cid 
lec us know but of three which died of the diſeaſe 
in the whole year before ; but in the beginning of 
ay the bill tels us of nine, which fell by the 
Plague, juft in the heart of the City , the other 
eighr in the Suburbs. This was the firſt arrow of 
warning thar was'ſhot from Heaven amongſt usy 
and fear quickly begins to creep upon peoples 
hearts ; creat choughes and diſcourſe there 1s in 
Town abour the Plague, and they caſt in their 
minds whether they ſhould+ go if the Plague 


ſhonld increaſe. Yet when the next weeks Bill 


Gonifierh ro them the diſeaſe from 9 to 3. theic 


289 : 


minds are ſomething 2ppeaſed ; diſcourſe of that - _ 


ſubje& cools ; fears are huſhr , and hopes take 
place, thar che black cluud did bur threaten, and 
oive 2 few drops ; bur the wind would drive ic 
away. Bur when inte next Bill the number of 
the dead by the Plague is mounte} from 3 to i 45 
and in the next to 17, and in the next to 4.3, and 
che diſeaſe begins ſo, much to increaſe , and di= 
—_— 

Now ſecure ſinners begin to be ftartſe , and 

| thoſe 
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thoſe who would haye ſlept ar quier flill in their 
neſts, are unwillingly awakened, Now a greac 


. conſternation ſeizech upon molt perſons , and 


fearful bodings of a dzſolating judgment. Now 
ouilry ſinners begin to Iook about them, and 
think wich - themſelves into what corner of che 
Landrhey might flyto hide them, Now the profane 
and ſenſual , if they have not cemorſe for their 
fins ;, yet dread and rerrors, the effe&s of guilc, 
rhey could nor drive from them ; andif by com- 
pany, and carouſing, and ſoft pleaſures they do 
intoxicare and ſmoorhen their ſpirits in the day; 
yerwe may gueſs what dread doth return apon 
them if they give bur any room for retirement, 
and whar hideous thoughts ſuch perſons have in 


ihe filent night,rhrough fears of dearh which they 


are in danger of. Now thoſe who did nor believe 
an unſeen God, are affraid of unſeen arrows; and 
thoſe which {lighred Gods threatnings of erernal 
judements, do tremble at the beginning of his 
execution of one, and not the greateſt remporal 
judement, Now thoſe which had as it were 
challenged the God of Heaven , and defied him 
by their horrid oaths and blaſphemies , when he 
begins to appear,they rerrear , yea fly away with 
cerror and amazement. The great 'Orbs begin 
fir co move; the Lords and Gentry retire into 
their Countries ; their remote houſes are prepa= 
red, goods removed, and Lodon 1s quickly 


' upon their backs ; few ruffling Gallants walk 


the Mreecs : few ſpotred Ladies to be ſeen 
ar windows: a great forſaking there was of 
rhe adjacent places where the Plague did firſt 
rage. | 

Is 


RO  ; 


.-.1 in the City... - 
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1n June the number increaſerh from 43 to an 
112. the next week to 168. the next to 267. the 
next to 479. moſt of which increaſe was 1n 


' the remote parts; few in this month within, or 


neer the walls of the City ; and few that had any 
note for goodneſs or profeſſion, were viſited at 
thesfirſt : God gave them warning te bethink 
and prepare themſelves; yer ſome few that were 


- choice were viſited pretty ſoon , that the beſt 


might ' not promiſe to themſelves a ſupercedeas, 
or interpret any place of Scripture ſo literally , as 
If the Lord had promiſed an abſolute general 
Immunity and defence of hjs own people from 
this diſeaſe of the Plague. 

Now the Citizens of London are put to a ſtop 
in the carrier of their trade ; they begin to fear 
;& converſe withall, and deal withall, 
Flhould have come out of infegted 
places. Now roſes and other ſweer flowers wi- 
ther in the Gardens, are diſ- regarded in che 
Markets, and People dare not offer them to 
their noſes, leſt with thei? ſweet ſavour, that 
which 1s- infefjous ſhould be atcrated ; Rue 
and Wormwood is takeninto the hand; Myrrhe 
and Zedoary into the month; and withour ſome 
antidote few fiir abroad in the morning. Now 
many houſes are (hut up where thePlague comes, 


© and the inhabicants ſhut in, left coming abroad 


they ſhould ſpread infeftion. Ir was very diſ- 
mal to behold the red Croſſes, and read in grear 
letters, Lord have mercy npon zt, on the doors, and 
Warchmen Randing before them wich Halberts, 
and ſuch a ſolitude about thoſe places, and people 

paſſing 
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 »paſing by them ſo gingerly, and wich ſuch fears 


ful looks, as if they had been lined with enetnies 
in ambuſh, that waiced ro deliroy them. | 

Now rich Tradeſmen provide therhſelves to 
depart, If they have not Country-houſes, they 


ſeek lodgings abroad for thefmſeives and families, 


and the poorer cradeſmen, that they may Imitare 
the rich incheir fear, ſtretch themſelves to take a 
Country journey, rhough they have ſcarce where- 
withall to bring them back again. The Mint- 
fters alſo many of them rake occaſion to go to 
cheir Country places for the Summer time ; or 
ir may beto find out ſome few of their Pariſhio- 
ners that were gone before them, leaving the 
greateſt part of their lock without food or phy- 


fick, in the time of their greateſt need, . (I don't 


ſpeak of all Miniſters , thoſe which did ſtay our 
of choice and duty, deſerve true honour ). poſ- 


{ibly they might think God was now preaching 
ro the City , and what need their preaching ; or 


rather did not the thunder of Gods voice affrigh- 
cen their guilty conſciences, and make them fly 
away, [eſt a bolt from Heaven ſhould fall upon 
chem, and ſpoil rhetr preaching for che future: and 
therefore they would reſerve themſelves, cill rhe 
pzople had leſs need of them. I do not blame 
many Citizens retiring, when there was ſo little 
trading, and rhe preſence of all might have hel- 
ped forward the increaſe and ſpreading of the 
infetion ; bur how did guilt drive many away, 
where duty would have enzaged them to ſtay in 
che place ? Now the high wales are thronged 
with paſſengers, and goods, & London doth emp- 


tie it (elf into the Country z; great are the _ 
| : ; and 
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3 i. tnthe. City. | ew. 
and hnrries:1n London by the removal of fo many 
families ;+ fear pacs many chouſands onthe wing, 
and thoſe thtnk. themſelves moſt ſafegthat can flie 


$ 


- In Falythe Plague encreaſeth, and prevailech 
exceedingly, the number of 470, which died in 
one week by the diſeaſe ariſeth,co 725.che next 
week.to 108g the next,to 1843 the next, co 2010 
the.nexr. Now che Plague compaſſeth the walls of 
che City like a lood,and poureth in upon ic. Now 
molt. Pariſhes. are infeged , both witchont - and 
within; yea there are nor ſo many houſes ſhur up 
by. the Plague,as by che owners forſaking of them 
for fear of ir ; and chough che Inhabicancs be, ſo 
exceedingly decreaſed by the departure of fo 
many.chouſands ,* yer the number of dyjeg per- 
ſons doth increaſe fearfully. Now de Coun: 
cries keep guards , left infe&tons perſons ſhould 
from the City briog che diſeaſe unto chem ; moſt 
of:the rich are now gone , and the middle ſore 
wilt nor Ray behind ;z. bur the poor. are forced 
through. poverty to ſtay and abide the ſtorm. 
Now moſt faces gacher paleneſs, and what diſ= 
mal apprehenfions do then fill the minds , 'what 


* dreadful fears do there poſſeſs the ſpirics, eſpe- 


cially of thoſe whoſe conſciences are full of guiſe, 
and have nof made their peace with God ? the 
old 'drunkards and ſwearers , and unclean per- 
ſons are brought into great firairs 3 they look 
on the right hand, and on the left, and death is, - 
marghing towards rhem from every part, and 
they know not whither to flie that chey may e» | 
ſcape it, Now. the Arrows begin co flie very 
"0 chic 
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thick abour rheiriears, and chey ſee many fellow- 
finners fall before their faces, expeCting every 
hour chemſelves co be ſmitten; and -che-very fin- 
king fears rhey have had of the Plague, hath 
brought the Plague and death upon many : ſome 
'by the ſighe of a Coffinin the ftreers have fallen 
1nco'a ſhivering, 'and immediatly che difeaſe hath 
aftutred them, and Sergeant Death-hath arreſted 
.them,, and, clapt- roo-rhe dgors of cheir houſes 
"upon them, from whence they have come'forth 
'no mote ,' till they have been brought forrh' ro 
their  graves'; we may imagine the. hideous 
thoughts andhortid perplexity 'of mind,'the 
tremblings , copfufions > and anguiſh of ſpirir, 
which ſome awakened finners have had, when the 
'Plague hath broke in upon rheir houſes, and ſei- 
zed upon tier relations , whoſe dying grons 
founding intheir ears, haye'warned them to pre- 


| pare: when their doors have been' ſhurup'and 


failtned on the outſide with an Tnſctiprion , *Zord 
have mercy upon , and none fiffered'ro come in 
buf a-Nurſe, . whom they have' been mote afraid 
"of, then the Plague it ſelf. : when lovers and 


friends, andcompanions in fin hive ſtood aloof, 


and not dared rocome nigh the door of the boufe, 
leR death ſhoul#"ifſue forth. from .chence upon 
thetm ; eſpecially when the diſeaſe hach invaded 
themſelves ; and firſt began with a pain and 
diztneſs in their tiead, then: crembling intheit 
other members; .when they have felr boiles to 
ariſe under their arms, and intheir groins , and 
ſeen blaines'to come forth in other parts : 'when 
the diſeaſe bach wrought .in them ro thar heighc 
as toſend forth thoſe ſpots which (moſt think) 

are 
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are the certain rokens of neer- approaching 
deith; and now they have received che ſen- 
rence of death within themſelves, and have cer- 
rainly concluded ,- rhat within a fewy hours they 
maſt go down into the duſt; and their nakad 
ſouls, wichouc the caſe of their body, muſt make 
ics-paſſage intoecernity , and appear before the 
tnoheft Majeſty , ro render their accounts, and 
reeeive cheir ſencence: None can utter the hor- 
rut';*which hach been. upon the ſpirits of ſuch, 
through the laſhes and fiings of their ouilcy 
confciences » When they have called to mind a 
life of ſenſualiry,and profanenels, cheir unclean- 
neſs; drunkenneſs, 1mjuſtice, oaths, curſes, deri- 
fion of Saints, and holineſs, negle& of thelr own 
ſalyation ; 2nd when a thouſand fins have "been 
ſerin order before their eyes, with'another aſ= 
peAythan when they looked upon them in the 
remptation; ' and -they find God to be irrecon- 
cileably angry with chem, and that the day of 
orace'is over , the door of mercy is ſhut, and 
chat pardon and "ſalvation ( which before they 
lighted) is nowiunattainable ; that the grave is 
now 6pening its;mourh ro receive their bodies, 
and hel{ opening ies mouth co receive their ſouls ; 
and they apprehend, that chey are now juſt en- 
ring into a place of endleſs wo and rorment, and 


they muſt now take up their lodgings in the infg- \ 
| ri6ur re2ions of utter darkneſs, ” with devils and 


their fellow damned linners , ' and there abide 
for evermore in the extremity of miſery, without 
any hopes or poſſibility of a releaſe ; and thar 
they have fooliſhly brought themſelves into this 
condition, and been the cauſe of their own ruin 3 
D's- WE 
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we may gueſs .chat the diſpairful agonies , and 
anguiſh of ſuch. awakened {ſinners hath been of 
ali chings che moſt unſupportable ; except the 
very future miſeries themſelves; which they have 
mmnakadet.. >>. --.; I 
In Augaſt how dreadful is the increaſe ? from 
{ 2010 the number amounts up to 2817 1n.-one 
week : and thence to 3880 the next ; thence 
r0. 4237 the next; thence to 6102 the next ; 
and all theſe of the Plague, beſides other diſeaſes. 
Now. the cloud 1s very black, and the ſtorm 
comes down'upon us very ſharp. Now. death 
rides triumphantly on his pale horſe through our 
ſtreets, and breaks into every houſe almoſt where 
any-inhabitants are to be found. Now people 
Fall as thick as leaves from the trees in Autumn, 
when they are ſhaken by a mighty wind. Now 
there 1s a diſmal ſoliruge in London-(treers,' every 
day looks wich the face of a Sabbath day, ob(er= 
ved with greater ſolemniry than ic uſed co be in 
the City. -Now ſhops are ſhutin , people rare 
and very few that walk aboar , in ſo much tha 
the graſs begins co ſpring up in ſome places, and 
a deep ſilence almoſt in every place , eſpecially 
within the walls; no racling Coaches , no pran- 
cing Horſes,nocalling in Cuſtomers,nor offering 
Wares ; no London cries ſounding in the ears ; 
If any voice be heard, it ifthe groans of -dying 
perſons, breaching forth their laſt , and che fune- 
ral knells of them that are readyto be carried to 
their graves. Now ſhutting up of viſited honſes 
Cchere being ſomany) isatanend, and moſt of 
the well are minded among the fick,which orher- 


wiſe would have got no kelp, Now in ſome 
places 
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places where the: people did generally Ray 3 nor 


one houſe in an hundred: bur 1s infected ; and in 


many houſes half che family 15 ſwepc away; in 
for: the whole, from the eldeſt ro the youngeſt ; 


| few eſcape with the death of bur one or wo: 


never did ſo many busbands and wives die toge- 
ther; never did ſo many parents catry their chil- 
dren with chem co the grave, and go tegether 
inco the ſame houſe under earth, who had lived 
rogether in the ſame houſe upon It. Now che 
nights are coo ſhort to bury the dead , rhe whole 
day though at ſo grear” a lengrh is hardly ſufficie 
ent co light the dead thar fall cherein inco their 
beds. | 

Now we could hardly go forth, but we ſhould 
meer many coffins, and ſee many with-ſores,and 
limping in the Rreers ; amongſt other ſad ſpccta= 
cles, methoughr two were. very affe&ing : one 
of a woman comming alone, ang weeping by the 
door where I lived(which was in the midi of the 
infeRion ) with a liccle Coffin under her arm 
carrying it to the new Church-yard ; Idid judge 
chat it was the morher of che chi{de, and that all 
the family befdes was dead, and ſhe was forced 
ro coffin up and bury wich her own hands this 
her1aſft dead childe. Another, was of a man ac 

che corner of the Artillery-wall,rhat as I judge 

through the dizineſs of his head wirh the diſeaſe, 

which ſeiſed upon him there , had daſht his face 

againſt the wall, and when Icame by he lay. 
hanging with his bloody face over the rails, and 

bleeding upon the ground ; and as I came back 

he'was removed: under atree in More-fields, and 

lay upon his back; I went and ſpake to him ; 
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he could mike me no anſwer ; but ratled 1n the 
throat , and as | was informed within half an 
hon: died in che place. 6{/7-Laet 
. It would be endleſs to ſpeak what we have 
ſeen and heard of ſome inthelr frenhe,, rifing) 
out of their beds, and leaping abour rheir rooms; 
others crying and roating at their windows; ſome 
comming.forth almoſt naked , and running into 
the fireecs, firange things bave others ſpoken 
and done, when the diſeaſe was upon them: Bur 
ic was very ſad to hear of one who being ſick 
alone, and it is like phrantick, burnt himſelf in his 
bed. Now the plague had broken in much a- 
monglt my acquaintance ; and of about 16. or 
more whoſe faces I uſed to ſee every day in our 
houſe, within a little while I could finde bur 4, 
or.5. of them alive; ſcarcely a day paſt over my 
head for 1 think a moneth or more together, 
bur 1 ſhould hear ef the death of ſome one or 
more thar I knew. The firſt day that they were 
ſmircen, the next day ſome hopes of recovery, 
and the third day that they were dead. 


rn 


 ThesS epteaey, when we hoped for a decre ale, 
becauſe of the ſeaſon , becauſe of the nun ber 


- gone, and the number already.dead ; yer it was 


not come to its height ; bur from 6102, which 
died by- rhe Plague che laſt week of 4zg4/?, the 
"number 1s augmented ro 6988 the firſt week in 
Septemier , and when we conceived ſome little 
nopes in the next weeks abatement to 65443 our 
hopes were Quite daſhed again , wen the nexc 
week it did riſe to 5165, Which was the higheſt 
Bill ; And a dreadful Bill it was! and of the x 30. 
-- SEED, 3 Pariſhes 


Jv ; 802 #he Ezty . Is 6&5 
Pariſhes in and abour the City ,. there were, bur 
4 Pariſhes: which were . nor infe&ed :, and in 
choſe, few people remaining that were not -gons 
intothe Country, _—} RR 

Now: the grave. doth open 1ts mouth withouc 
meaſure, Multicudes! mulcicudes 1 in the valley 
of the ſhadow of death, thronging daily into 
eternity ; the Church-yards now are. ſtuffr ſo 
full with dead corpſes, thar chey are in many pla- 
ces {well'd two or three foot higher than they 
were before ; and new *ground. is broken up to 
bury the dead. | 

Now Hell from beneath is moved at the 
number of che gueſts chat are received into-tts 
chambers ; the number of the wicked which have 
died by the Plague, no doubt, bath been fir the 
oreateRt, as we may reaſonably conclade withouc 
breach of charity ; and ir 1s certain thar all the 
wicked,which then died fin fin, were turned into 

Hell ; how then are the damned parity now en- 
creaſed > ſome were damning themſelves a little 
before in their eaths, and God is now damning 
their ſouls for ic, and is paſſing the irreveriible 
ſentence of damnation upon them. . Some were 
drinking ww in bowls a lictle before, and 
Rrong drink without meaſure ; and now C9. 

hath put another cup inco their hands,a cup of ret 

Wine, even the Wine of the wrath and ferce- 

| neſs of the Almighty ; ſome were a little before 
feaſting theic ſenſes , pleating heir apperire, 

ſatisfying the deffres of the fleſh , and beiny paſt 
feeling had given themſelves op co laſciviouſneſe, 
to work all uncleanneſs with greedineſs ; but now 
their laughcer is turned into mourning, and heir 
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Gods- Terrible Poice - 
Joy into howling and woe ; Now they have reco- 
yered their feeling a%2ain , bur inſtead of the 
pleaſures which they felr , and cheir ſenſual de- 
lights, which cook away the feeling of their con - 
ſciences , they are made to feel he heavy hand 
of God, and to endure ſuch anguiſh and horrour, 
chrough the ſenſe of Gods wrath z 4s no tongue 
can expreſs, Now the Atheiſts believe there is 
a God , and the Anri-ſcripcurifts 1s convinced of 
the tru:h of Gods Word, by th2 execution of 
Gods threatnings in the Wotd upon them, Now 
the covetous and unjuſt, the malicious and cruel, 
the ſcoffers and profane begin ro ſuffer the ven- 
geance cf eternal fire ; and the i lgnoranc perſon 
wich the civil , whoate : unacquainted with Jeſus 
Chriſt are not excuſed ; yea the hypocrites, with 
all impzmirent, and unbelieving perſons,are ſent 
down to the place of weeping : and ſurely hell 
wondets ro ſee ſo many come amoneſt rhem from 
ſuch a Ciry as Z,ondon , where they have enjoyed 

ſuch plenty of ſuch powerful means of grace ; 
and place js eiven to them, even the loweſt and 
hotteſt, where Fad a and others are of the chiefeſt 
note. 

Yet Hell doth not engroſs all chat dye by the 
viſitation z ſome' there are (though not the firſt 
or moſt) who have room made for them inthe 
manſions. which are above ; the Plague makes 
jictle difference between the riehreous and the 
wicked(exceptthe Lord by a peculiar providence 
do ſhelter ſome under his wing, and compals 
chem with his favour as with a ſhield, hereby 
keeping off the darts that are ſhor ſo thick abour 
chew) yer as there 15 little differency Woke 
py 
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body of the righreous, and of others : ſo this di- 
ſeaſe makes little diſcrimination , and not a few 
fearing God, are cur off amongſt the reſt; 
they dye of the ſame diſtemper, with the moſt 
profane ; they ace buried in the ſame grave, and - 
chere ſleep rogerher rill the mornipg of che re- 

ſurre&ion : bur as there is a difference in their 
ſpirics, whilſt they live : ſo there is a difference 
and the chiefeſt difference in their place and ſtate 
after their ſeparation from the body, Dives is 
catryed ro Hell, and Lazarus to eAbrahams bo- 
ſome, though he dyed with his body full of ſores - 
Devils drag the ſouls of the wicked after they 
have received their final doom at the Bar of God, 
Into utcer darkneſs where there is weeping, and 
wailing and gnaſhing of reeth : but Angels con- 
vey the ſouls of the righteous into the heavenly 
Paradiſe , the new Fer»/alem which is above, 
where God is in his glory; and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt at his right hand ; and thouſand thouſands 
Rand before: him, and ren thouſand times ren 
thouſand adminifter unto him; even an innume=- 
rable company of Angels, and where the ſpirits 
6f all juſt men and women made perfe& were 
before gathered ; where there. is fulneſs of joy, 
and rivers of eternal pleaſures running about the 
Throne of God , the ſtreams of which do make 
glad all the Inhabitants of new J-ruſalem. Now 
the weak priſon doors of the bodv are broken 
down ; and the irons everlaſting Gates of their 
Fathers Palace are lifted up ; and the Saints are 
received with joy and triumph into glory, and 
they com2 with finging into Zion, and everlaſt- 
29g Joy In their h2arrs, and all ſorrow apd ſigh-| 
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ing doth fly away like a cloud, which never any 


more ſhall be ſeen.'” Now-the vail 1s rent, and. 
rhey enter the holy: of holies, where God dwells, 


noe-in the darkneſs: of a thickcloud, as inche 
Tempte of old ; bur in the brightneſs of ſuch 
marvelous light and glory, as\ their eyes never 


did behold, neither could enter into cheir heart. 


roconceive ; thererhey have the viſion of Gods 
face, withour ary eclipſe upon the- light of his 
countenance ; there they have. the treaſures. of 


Gods love openzd,andhis armes to receive them | 


with deareſt and ſweeteſt embracements; which 


kindles in their hearts ſach.a flame of love, ſa 


raviſhing and delightful, as words cannot urrer ; 
rhere they are entertained by the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom in che World'they have ſerved, 
and he that (hewed them his:grace, which they 
have wondred at, when titty were in che body, 
doth now ſhew them his glory, which they won- 
der at mach more : There they are welcomed 
by Angels, who rejoyce If at their converlion, 
much more art their coronation ; there they fir 
down with eAbraham, Iſaac and Facob in the 
Kingdome of their Father 5 there they find 
Moſes, ana,David, and Samuel, and Paul, and all 
the holy Mattyrs and Saints, which have dyed 
before them, among whom they are/numbred, 
and placed, who rejoyce 1n their inlreaſed ſo- 
clety. 6 

| a as there is a great difference between the 
condition of che ſouls of the righteons, and the 
wicked, who dyed by the ſame diſeaſe of rhe 
Plague,afcer their death and ſeparationzſ{ochere 1s 
a great difference berween the carriage of rheir 
| mn 27 ſpirits 
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12 in the Citye: 
ſpirits ar their deach, and upon their ſick Bed. 


Some wicked men are ſtapid and ſenſeleſs, and 
are given up to a judiclary hardneſs, and dye-in a 


ſleep of carnal ſecurity, our of which: they are - 


' not awakened, till they are awakned in che midſt 
of flames : others more ſenſible, and conſidering 
what hath beeny and what is coming upon them, 
are filled with unexpreflible terrour, through the 
roarings and tearings of a guilty accuſing conſci- 
ence and rhe fore-thoughts of that horrible un- 
ſupportable rorment they are ſo neer unto. Now 
' ſcaring dreams: do teritfie them, and fearfulneſs 
of the bottomleſs Pir, andthe burning Lake be- 
low doth ſurprize them, and ſome breakerh forth 
in the anguiſh of their deſpairing ſouls ; #ho can 
_ dell with deverring Fire, who can inhabit ever- 
liſting barnings? and however jovial and full of 
pleaſure theirlife hath been, yer at their latter end 
they are utterly conſumed with rerrours. Bur 
mark the perfect man, .and behold che upright, 
the end of thac Man 1s peace, whatſoever ttorms 
they have had in their paſſage,chrough a rough 
Sea, the wind blowing, and the waves roating, 
and ſometimes have been ready\go fink through 
oppotition and diſcouragement, ſomerimes have 

cen over-whelmed wich grief and doubcines, 
ſomerimes have heen daſhr upon\the Rocks of 
rerrour, and perplexity ; yer now they are come 
to the haven of death, the Winds are huſhr and 
Aill, the Waves are ſmooth and filenr, the 
ſtorms over,and there is a great calm upon their 
ſpirics; they are paſt the Rocks, and are out of 
the danger they. feared, when they are in the 
greatelt dapger of approaching deatts 
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- Tr was generally obſerved amongſt us, that 
Gods people who dyed by the Plague amongſt 
che reft-z dyed wich ſuch peace and comfort, as 
Chriſtians do not ordinarily arrive unto, except 
when they are called forth to ſuffer marcyrdome 
for the reſtimony of Jeſus Chrit, Some who 
have been full of doubts, and fears, and com- 
plaints, whilſt they have lived , and been well ; 
bave been filled wich affurance, and comfort;and 
praiſe, and joyful expeRation of glory, when 
. they have layn on their dearh-beds wich this di- 
ſeaſe. And not only more grown Chriſtians,who 
have been more ripe for glory, have had theſe 
comforts: but alſo ſome younger Chriſtians, 
whoſe acquaintance With the Lord hath been of 
no long ſtanding. | 
I can ſpeak ſomething of mine own knowledge 
concerning ſome of my friend, whom I have 
been withall ; I ſhall inſtance only in the houſe 
where | lived, We were eight in Family, three 
Men, three Youths, an od Woman,and a maid: 
all which came ro me, heating of my ſtay in 
Town, ſome to accompany me, others to help 
me, Ic was the latter end of Seprember before 
any of us were touchtz the young ones were not 
idle, bur improved their time in praying, and 
' hearing, and were ready to receive inſtru&ion 
and were ſtrangly born up againſtrhe fears of the 
diſeaſe and death, every day ſo familiar rothe 
view. Bur aclaſt we were vifized,and the Plague 
came in dreadfully upon us, the Cup was put in- 
to our hand to drink, afcer a neighbour Family 
had rafted ic, wich whom we had much ſweer ſo- 
clety in this timz of ſorrow. And firſt our Maid 
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was ſmitten,it began with a ſhivering and cremb- 
ling in her fleſh ,, and quickly ſeiſed on her ſpi- 
rics ; it was a ſadday,which I believe I ſhall ne- 
ver forget; I had been abtoad toſee a friend in 
che Ciry, Whoſe Husband was newly dead of the 
Plague, ' and ſhe hex ſelf viſited withic ; I came 


back to ſee another, whoſe Wife was dead of the 


Plague, and; he himſelf under apprehenſions 
char he ſhould die within a few hours; I came 
home, and che Maid, was on her Death-bed; 
2nd another crying out for help, being left alone 
in 2 (weating fainting fit. What was an intereſt 
in Chriſt worth then? whac a priviledge co have a 
ticle co the Kingdom of Heaven ? a” 
Bur I proceed, Ic was che Monday when the 
Maid was ſmicten ; on Thurſday ſhe dyed'full of 
tokens; on Friday one of the Youths had a 
ſwelling in his groin ; azd on the Lords day died 
with che marks of che diftemper upon lim ;" on 
the ſame day another Youth did ficken ; and on 
che Wedneſday following he died : on the thurſ- 


FP day night his Maſter fell fick of rhe diſeaſe, 'and 


wichin a day or two was full of ſpots; bur ſirange= 
1y beyond-his own, and orhers expeRations re- 
covered. © Thus did the Plague follow us, and 
came upon us one by one; as Job's Meſſengers 
came one upon the heels of another: ſo the Meſ= 
ſengers of deagh came ſo cloſe one after another, 
in ſuch dreadfull manner, as if we muſt all fol- 


' low one another immediately inco the Pit, Yer 


the Lord.in mercy pur a ſtop toir, and the reſt 


were preſerved, But that which was very remark=-. 


able in this Vifitacion , wasche carriage eſpeci- 
ally of thoſe Youths chat died, who I believe 
| -N Were 
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' Were leſs troubled themſelves, chen gathers were 


rroubled for them, © The firſt Youth that was vis 
ited being asked by his Farher, concerning the 
Proviſion he had made for his death anderernity ; 
rold him, be hop'c if he died, he ſhould goto 
Heaven : being asked the grounds of his hopes, 
faid, the Lord had enabled him to look beyond 
the World ; and when he was drawing neer to 
his end . boldly enquired whether *the tokens 
did yer appear,ſaying thathe was ready for them; 


and ſo a hopeful bud was nipr; 'burlet nar the 


Father or che Mather weep, and bein ſadneſs 


for him, he is I don'c.doubr wich .cheir Pather, 
and his H2avenly Father, which may be their 
comforr. Theorhber alſg was a,very ſweet hopey 
full Youth ; ſo loving and towardly , rhac 1t 
could not chooſe bur axcradt love from choſe that 
were acquainted with him. But the grace he had 
gotten in thoſe years, being I ſuppoſe under ſe- 
Nenreen, did aboys all beaucify him, and ſtand 


b 


geath,, thas, confeſs Imaryelled ro.Tee ir; the 
King and fear of death, were Rrangely raken our 
chravghcke hopes which be had of furure glory ; 
yegongeheroldbisMorber he could defire to live 


Aqhiyle longers. if ir Wete the ytilof God 3 ſhe 


asked-lnm why he deſired it ? he told her he deſi- 


. 


xe46live cill fire and faggot came, and above all 


he weld fain die 4 Martyr : ſhe £aid if he died | 


.nomhe ſhould have a,Crown ; he anſwered, but 
if.he-died a Marcyr be ſhould. have 2 more glo- 
rigys Crown; yer he was not unwilling to re- 
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-ceive his Crownpreſently ; and went awayiwith 


grear-peace and ſweetneſs in his looks, rto/his fa- 
chers houſe : and I could nor blame the Mothets 


:grief for the loſs of ſuch an only Son ; buttobe 


ſo immoderate was nor well. ;: now I am ſureitis 
-rime to dry-up' tears, and"lay-afide ſorrows for 


che loſs of tum,who hach been ſo tong filled with 


Joys inthe heavenly manſions, 1 

1 might ſpeak of-che carriage-of 'the-mafter- 1n 
his. ſickneſs:under che' apprehenfſions. of ' death ; 
when che ſpots .did'appear on his:body , be-fent 
for me- and deſired | me ro. pray with him ; told 
:me he was now going home, defixed me .to write 
0 his friends, and let chem-know;.that-it did noc 
tepenthim of 'his ſtay in the City » though they 
-had been ſo importunare wirh him co come away -- 
. but/he' had/found ſo much: of: Gods preſence in 
his abede hers, that -he had noreaſon to repent : 
-he told me'where he'wonld:beburied,and defired 
meito [preach his funeral Sermon on. P/.1/.15,nl:, 
Hnzby preſence thert is fulneſs of joy 5; and at #hy right 


 iband there & pleaſures for evermore. But the. Lord 
{| - 'raiſed him again beyond-the expetation of htm- 


fel, friends, or Phyſician..| :1*tr:thitw nor forger 
Gods -metrcies, and ſuffer too'much worldly buſt- 
neſs to croud'in upon him;& choak the remem- 
brance- and? ſenſe of God's goodneſs ſo fingular; 
dur let him by 'his ſingulanty' in. .meekneſs, hu- 
milicy, ſel{-denial, and love, zeal, andholy wal- _ 
king, declarethat the Lord hath-been {mgularly 
-Fractous nnto h!m. But when I ſpeak of -home 
concernments, let me not forget to look abroad ; 
the Plague nowincreaſeth exceedingly, and-fears 
there are amongſt us that within a wile he 
WW! 
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will not be enough alive to bury the dead ;-2and 
chat che Ciry of London will now be quite depopu- 
laced by this Plague. 0 Eg 

Now ſome Miniſters, formetly put our-of 
cheir places, who did abide in the Ciry when 
moſt of Miniſters in place were fled and'gone 


from the people,as well as from the diſeaſe, inico 


the Countreys , ſeeing the people crowd fo faſt 
inco the grave and erernity , who ſeemed to cry 
as they went for. ſpiritual Phyſicians; and per» 
ceiving the Churches to be open , and Pulpits to 
be open,and finding Pamphlets flung abour the 
fireecs, of Pulpits, to be ler, cheyjudged har 


the Law of God and nacure did now diſpenfe ' || 


wich , yea command their preaching; in publick 
places, though the Law of man.-( 4 is to be ſup- 
Poſed in ordinary caſes) did fotbid-them todo tr. 
Surely if there had been 3 Law that none ſhould 
praiſe Phyſick.in.the City, but ſuch as were li- 
cenc'd by the Colledee of Phylitlans,and moſt of 
choſe; when chere was the greateſt need of chem, 


- ſhould in che time. of che Plague,; have retired, 
inco the Country, arid other-Phyſitians who had 


2s 200d $kill in Phyſick, and no licenſe ſhould 
have ftaid —— the fick, none would have 
- Judged it to have been breach of Law, in ſuch an 
extraordinary caſe to endeavour by their praiſe 
though withour a licenſe, to ſave the lives of thoſe 
who by.2ood care and Phyfick were capable of 
cure ; and they could hardly have freed them- 
ſelves from the $uile of murcberiof many bodies, 
if for a nicety of Law in ſuch a caſe of neceſſi» 
ey: they ſhould have negleRed co adminiſter Phy- 
fick:. the caſe was the ſame with the unlicenſed 

| Miniſters 
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Minifters whichſtayed, when ſo:many of the li- 


cenc'd ones were gone, and as che need of ſouls 


was greater 'than che need of bodies ; the fick- 


neſs of che one being more univerſal and dange-. 


rus; than the ſickneſs of che other 5 and cthe.ſa» 
ving or loſing of the ſonl being ſo many degrees 
beyond the preſervation or deathiof the body: 
ſo the obligarion upon Miniſters was ſtronger, 
and the motive to preach greater,” and for them 
ro have incurred' rhe gulc of ſoul-murther;: by 


their negle& ro adminifler ſoul-phylick, | would 
have been more hainous and unanſwerable; 'rthac 


they were called'by the Lord incopublick: Iſnps+ 
poſe chat few of any ſeriouſneſs will deny,-when 
the Lord didſo eminently own:chem, in giving 
many ſeals of their Miniſtry unco\xhem. 
Now they a:e preaching, and every Sermon 
was unto them, as if they were” preaching their 
laft.O/d Time ſeems now toftand ar the head of 
the Pulpic, with ics' grtear Sirbe, ſaying with a 
hoarſe voice, Work while it 3s called to day, at 
nipht I will mow thee down, Grim Death ſeems to 
Rand ar the (ide of the Pulpic with irs ſharp «r- 
row, ſaying, Ds thou. ſhoot Gods arrows, and 1 
will ſhoot mint, The Grave ſeems to lie open at 
che foot of the Pulpic; with duſt in her boſome, 
ſaying, Zouden thy Cry 
fy © To God, © 
 ToMen,” 


| eAndnow fulfill thy Truſt; 


Here thou muſt le, 
| Honth fropr, 
<, EE Ov: Breath gunt, 'O} 
528 Ore And ſilent in the Dot, 
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vhs and fervour in their. iniviſteriall wotk_:. to 


| Gods Zaribledoice 


[[Minifters:now. had awakving' calls to ſeriou?- 


preach on the fide. and" brinkrof 1che Pir, inco 
which thouſands were-rumbling;-ro pray under 
ſuct:neer: views: of ecernitys/1nro; which many 
paſſengers mere daily: entfing; mightbe a means 
to ſir up riitvſpiniymore:chanordinary. 
1: Now chereis-ſuch' 4 vaſt:concourſe of people 
ianke thbbot where theſe Mipitters are to be 
found, thatthey|cannot rainy /umes:come. recr 
the Pulpicdedrs forche'prefs,” buy are forced to 
wlimb over thepews tothem:: Andifucha face is 
now [cen inzhe Aſſemblies, 2s ſeldbme was ſeen 
before im:Lonidon; fuch cager lnoks;fueh open ears, 


. fach! greedy arcemion, as if every.word would be 


eaten) rich! dropy from the mouths of the; Mie 
mifters viovs bb | 

:'Jf you clin an; tag at a rope, 
you: may /guelshow -eagerty- matiy people did 
£arch arths; Word}. when they-were ready ;co be 
evernitelmed by this over-flowing ſcourge; vhich 
«wasrpaiing horotigh. che'\Ciry; when death WasSz 
knogking ar:\0 many: doors; 2nd God was crying 
aloud by bis. judgments; and! Miniſters were 
now-fent to knack) cry aloud; land lifc up their 
voice like a Tirjmipet:! 22en, 1h: the people be+ 


gan to open the ear and the bear, which were 


faſt ſhur and bargedbefore: How did they then , 


hearken, as for theif. lives; as if every Sermon 
were rhelt loft; as. 1f death ſtood at the door of 
the Church, andwould feizenpon chem ſo ſoon 
as they came forth; 26.if che. arrows which flew 
ſo chick in the: Ciry: would firike them, before- 

hl could get rotheir houſes; as if they were 
«:) oF  1m- 


op the" EHy2h0 ©) 
eliniediacely Tar beforethe'Bitr" of 'thk 
God,who by his Miniſterswasntdw (Peaking unts . 
them.Grear were'the impreſſions which rheWord 
cet ade uporrifheny heats,” beyond 'thepolver 
of Man t6 effe&z and beyond whinehepeoplecbe 
fore ever felr,.'as ſome of thent hive declar%d: 
When fin is- ript up-and reprov'd; © the reates 
that flide dowh from the eyes! 'when the judg- 
ments of 'God are denounced, -© the trembliny: 
which are' upon the conſcieoce} when rhe Lord 
Feſlus Chriſt is made (known andproffer'd,” O- 
the. longing defires' and openings of heart unto 
him!when che riches of the Goſpel are diſplayed, 
andthe promiſes bar, oops. race are 
.ſer forth and applyed, O the inward butnings and 
ſweer flames which were on the affeHions ! now 
the Net is caft, and many fiſheFpre'caken; the 
Pool is moved by the. Angel, arid many leprous 
ſpitirs, and fin-fick-ſouls are cured 4 many were 
brought” co che birch; 'and 1 hope net a few were 
born again,and Efought forth4':# irate moving 
chere-was-upon' tlic /hearrs of niyltirudes In the 
City ; and I arti perſwaded-thar'mainy' were 
bfoughr overeffecuallyumo -#ofufE with - Je- 
fris Chriſt ; whereof ſome dyed by "the Plagus 
with willingneſs and peace ; 'others'reinain Red- 
faſt-in Gods wayes unto this day:® bat 'convi&ts 
ons (1 believe)-many-hundteds had-if t nor chov- 
ſands, 'which Ewiſh thac none have-fiified, and 
wichthe Dog recurnedeotheir votnit; & with che 
Sow, have'wallowed" again in the ne of theit 
former fins. The work was the mote oreat, be- 
cauſe the infiruments, 'which were made uſe of 
Was more obſcure; andunlikely, whom the Lord 
ho E 2 did 
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did make choice'of the paths th che glory.by 


Miniſters and people might..be: aſcrib'd in full | 
vo handed on ads aunt ES, 

... Abour the beginning of cheſe Miniſters preachs. 
ing, eſpecially after their firſt Faſt cogerher,; the 


_ cauſe ſome abaremenc of the diſcaſe. 


_. From'7155,mhich dyed of. rhe Plague in one. 
week there is dxcteaſe ro.5.538 thenexr,which 
was at che latren end of Seprember, rhe next week. 
2farcher decreaſe to 4929. the next to 4327; the 
pext.t9.2565 the Bexr £0 I 43I«the- NEXT To/TOFT,, 
chen there, was an encreaſe; the, firſt week in Ns. 
bewber to.141 4. but ic fell che week afcer ro1050 
and che week after- ro 652», andthe weekafrer. 
that to 333 -and ſo leflened more and moreto 
the end of the year : when we had .a Bilf of 
97306. which dyed of a!l diſeaſes; which was.an 


encreaſe of more then 79000;over what it was 


the year before : and the number of chem. which 
dyed by che. Plague was rechoned to be-685,96 
chis year; when.there were buc; 6, which che Bill 


ſpeaks of. who.dyed che year before. | 


- 


- Now' che; Cizizens, who; had diſpers'd chem- 
ſe]ves abroad 1ticorche Councries,. becaufe of the 
Contagion,hink of their old Honſes and Trades, 


and begin co return, though with fearfulnz(ſs, and 


rrembling,--leaſt. ſome. of the after-drops'of the 


fiorm ſhould fall upon them x, and O chat many 
of. chem had not. brought; back .their old hearts, . 
and fins, which they carryed. away with chem ; 
O.chat there had been a general repentance and 
Feformation, and returning to the Lord char bad 
imicten- che-Ciry : The Lord gave chem lejlary 
En: ang - 
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ml av Gehgphd 
zad'Vacation fromtheir Trades; fopche oneine- 
ary .chingywhich bad cheyimproved, and gene- 
rally a hinmes 2 fin, which broughrehe plague 


upon the, City, had: chey humbly :and earneſtly 
ſoughc.the Loordito: turn from tiis-fierce anger, 
which was kindled againſt Lozden,' iCmight have 


prevented the deſolaring judgment by Fire:: Buc | 


alas\bow. many ſpetic ther crime of leifure in c0ys 
and crifles,at belt abour feeding and preſerving 
cheic bodies, bur no cime 1n ſerious minding oh 
ſalvation of cheir ſouls : 5, ,andif,ſome were a : Lit 
tle awakned. wich fear, whilſt the plague raved 
ſo greatly, and they look. upon chemſelves to bg 


inſach da when they f pptchetdedris | 
pen {uk dropt a faſter than, 
hen rs that for-.. 


danger ro-be'ove 
before; Nillthey are the ſaqieio? 
merly.: They chat were Gs, re "drunken 


Mill'z chey chat Were filiby,; irefilchy' AY; 'and 


| rhiey that' were uinjult and covetons,' do Alill fete 


feveic in chef firfful], courſe ;. © uz-ning, and ly- 


_ ing, and We and curſing; and Sabbarh= + 
breglng eh Bri e, and'enpy, and fleſh-pſea- 


Fing, an ke” God: difpleaſing,' arid Gad- 


provoking” _ >; Tr which inthe” Caralogue '6f | 


Lontlon* $' fins): "do abound i! in Londong. as'if ” there 
were no figntfication in Gods judgments by che 
Plague ; forte return co their Houſes, and fol- 


low their worldly buſineſs, and work' as Hard'as 


they can co. fetch up the time they have loſt, 
without ' minding and labourins to ror by 
the Jidamenc, and Gods wonderfull prefervation 
of them-:+ others rerurn, and firi-as hard as they 
canghaviog been raken off for a while from choſe 


, oppercunities and free liberties fot ſin, which 


' Þ $6 they 
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chey had before:: mak, began: now to fic down ac 
reſt 3n/rheit-bouſes:when che dummerwas come, 
dhe Plague did riot rerurh ;. now: they. bring 
alk cheir Goods rhey had. carried-inco ho 
opntry: becaule of che Plague 52 they: did. :not 
tmmgine chey ſhould. be. forced 15 TEimove once 
an ſoſootan:. Lhe f, £1u 

Thus: cancerningthegrexePlagyoin Landy. 
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the -ice bega began | 4b aker 
Pre vs by Fiftfr HE 2 
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Ne [ke 


SED 5h ac che F1 an Gyr 
ear £4 mi ARC 
A he, eta Lf 
Lal gbgrs. Rrength ,,. when ir. (s ma : 
havock-of; ſome gnonles ; ruſhech dawn che hijl 
towards the; Bridges croll oflech Thames-ſtreet 4 in- 
vadeth Magnts:Church at. the Bridge foct , and 
chough chat, FT n4T wereſo great, yet it was 
por . + lulficien Farah patind this Conguerars 


ur 


TENDED DY 


ogrs And-ſenges. were 
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| buttnbuthg cated andeokenohlForege ſhooterh: 
flambswich fomitch the gre 


anrage inro all 
pticeoroind:aour;and's great builBing'of houſes. 


' upotinhe; BridgedSquickly: thrown to:the' g ground : 
'Kienche\'Conquerdurs beig Raygd in-his courſe 


at thei Bridge -mitcheth back-rawards che Ciry 
agaih ;/.and: reins. along with , noiſe. and 
aolehce thraigh Fjavrr-ſirect: Weſtward , Where 
havitg ſaciredmbutiible mater in ids-reeth , and 
ſucti:a fierce; Wiride; upon its: :backz: it prevails 
with-lictle refitades , unto the affoni(} _ of 
the: beholders;- YYEL, 3. T3 =, 

. :My buſineſs is norte (p cok akctbe FL, of 


: man;caebich Hag:made: mY of:39 the . beginning 


and carrying.on df this Fire, :Thecbeginnipg of 
che-Ficear ſuch atime,, when ithere-had been for 
muct>hot wearhet:,: which bad dried che houſes, 
and: made thera: che -more; At; for; fuel ;-. the 

ning of: in ſuch-'a' 'place,; where there 
were fomany,Timbex-hovtes, onndebe hops Ait- 
led with fo much combuftiblemgerer; -and the 


- beginning'of ir julwhen the, Winde did blow ſo 


fiercely upon thavcorner 'rowards:the refi of .the 
City, : which theniwas like -Tindehtqthe Sparks; 
—_— ſmell-efa Popi(h; dehgngobatcht in ths 
am&place wherethe Ginpowdenephoy was cony 
ory enly.chag;chis was-more/fticeeſsfuls. The 
world cofficiemſs yknows how correfpondent this 
is to Popiſh citicitles and practiſes; thoſe, who 
could incentionally; blow- up King .and. Parlia- | 
ment | by Gunpowder z mig. {-withour any 
ſcruple 'of their! kinds of conſcien) aQually 
burn 211 heretical City (as they gaunt ic.) into 


_— : for beſides'the Diſpenſations, they can 


E 4. | have 


FF ible Foice 


*% 


have from his thlineſs ; 'orf rather bis Widetds 
neſs the Pops;F6rehemot horcid-orines of Mur-!; 
der, Inceft;aud't he like;Itis roruntikelyburebey; 


cotint ſuch at'aRion' as this meritvribus' (inthe: | 


kindvf merit) which, inthe iffue, chay will finds; 
to: mericthe lanes eftromabFine, inſtead-of x 
Crown of Gtory', Which 1 wonder tharin their 
way they cartitve the leaſt hopes'afio*'Þ betidve; 
that the people 'miltnow rake mote.heed of -thaan! 
and their waies;: and inſteadb#:ptemoringtheir 
eaife, | hope that a'contrary Effeſt is ptodaced:y; 
and chat che before Indifferency of 'a generation: 
more newly ſprung up', whodidhotknow rhem, 
is now turfied thro” loithibg rand dereſtacion; of 
ſich a religion} as can allow" of ſuctri praftiſess 
My work is tiot'to declare whar hach-been-preved. 
chin che Paviſts'before rhe Hotiourable' Com 
miccce of Parlianienc appoinred-co enquire ibro 
rheir inſolericies3#hd rhe proofs which have-bgen 
ofven in cohcerning the Fires and Irhohave been 
a<ceflory chereants; Rel IEEE Bb 
No, I-would rather cnlenBiitn co-curn igdes 
eyes fron) men to God; for whoever: were: che 
. inftruments;*God was the Authour of chis evil, 
' Which hath Come'upon! us;there being noevil in 


rhe City" (hat is-j\ evil of yoann which | 


the Lord, as #rignteous, and: thg fupream Judge; 
dorh not io, ' And ſiutelymbre of the extray 
© ordinaryhatid: of God; than'of any men!, :d id 
2ppearin the burning of the City. of London;\God 
could have e prevented men', by aifcovering their 
© plors (as b 

before they bag] taken effet.. God could have 
direaed and/given a blefh ng unto. means... for 


LS Cn net Goo eo Cos eel A008 - 


id thar of che Gun- powder-treaſon) | 


the 


woah | 


the--gvenching of ic when\it was: fiſt kindled;; 
digwho bach the winds anbisFiſt, could have 
etinthe: Wind ;;:antdaid ic aſleep; or fo 
Tray rg any it. ſhould have been-s 
drfence torhe Cityzor God whothach the:Ctouds 
2r bis conimandand.che; Borrles-of- Heavercin his 
ms —_ have. mares rag ra ro» 
rg: a ueez d opend his -Botles, 
d;pautedbdown (Rain Jn, abundance. upon the 
,ofo thatif.che wind: bad-blowy as 'ic'did; 
Rd ber have\blown waretupdn the-fice; which 
wauld quickly have par :irours But: the Heavens 
aCthareung wert .Braſs,, no\ſhowringClouds to 
| bei(cen :he Fire-begins, yy -quickly caken-notice 
of, thonghan + be-nighc; Fire, Fire, 
Fare devh reſuind»che. fxcors'y many: Qicizens 
Qacr; auc;oftherr -leep/j':hook-out :of: theirowins 
dows; ſome :dveſs:: chemfebves:;,\ and'run ror the = 
place. TheLord: {5 BE AE hs rr 
bis Ofversy: Q cherg AS: "COU 18 
taken away!: ow 1p TY *: famons : for: wits 
dom and :doxterity, can ava find neicher brains, 
nor: hands; qo--ptevenc;: ts: : ruſne, '': The band 
of. of Gad was-inic:n The Detree-was come forth * 
London: muſt! now fall : :andwho could prevent 
ic?: Nowonder,when ſo many Pillars are remo- 
ved, if:rhe- Building cumbles'4 che prayers, tears, 
ard: faich- which ſometimes London hart had, 
might have.quenched” cherviolence of the fires 
mighe have:opened Heaven-for-rain, and:driven. 
- back che winde'z bur now the/fire gets maſtery,8: 
. burns dreadfully ; - and God:.with his grear Bet- 
lows blowes upon- ic , .which'' makes ic ſpread 
| - oErg 8 $0 on with ſuch force:and; [age,over-- 
I ane 


_ 


| GodarniexVoice 


ciming'd[l:fo facioufly 5; that.che whote 
:of deſolatdncisTh 


mabeit houſes pthey lutle: chouphy n'wautd-:be: 
ſo whenteywdnrimochcir beds'} they-did/! noo 
1; che; leſi>ſuſpeAjweben-che donrs:oftheip ers 
were.unlozkr; \nndicthe: caſememsioÞiheic. b _ 
wetcoficned : 1n:he ;morning':xo heap: of :fach 

2n ; enemics! :1nvadans : eenatdaturnher 
ſhould:ſee bir}cmick ſuchfury:, iencde che d 


of cheir hoſes, [tbreak mma! woeddyoredm |, :cand | 


look nut of their caſenicnce; with fieb/a elirgars 
UAvir.is fad, Tram $112 The 


ningicountenancey 
whabitants' monld\znt baws abriienpbrieechs _ 1 


fary ſpruld haveomeretiathe pirenoþ\Feruflens's fo 
the in 
lieved.cifii che Fare (rduſd have emctetband pres 
yatecto. (rt Londvizarthe grautd amo? ; -wob 
iThar:which nadrlahe nditxbelmdes diſmally 
veagythar, ic was:beguri-ontheibords dpy enofvidngs 
never: was- there; che, like. Sabbarh :in: Loadoncy 
ſome-Chutches:were.an flames: \chackday!s md 
God ſcems to come downs: andjo>preach:\hims 
felfirichem, as:-hedtd-In Maounc:Sinaizwhen the 
Mounr.butned withiFire ; | ſuck. wartwpreachins 
thofe Churches neverhad; fnch-Lightmngdreads 
ful Sermons never were before delivered' in:Logy 
din] In other Churches Miniſters were preaths 
ing their Farewel Sermons , ad: people wete 
hearing wich quaking and 'aſtomiſhment :/ In- 
ſtead of a holy K:ff which Chriſtians have taken 
on this day ; there is a tumultuoushurrying abour: 
che-ireets towards the place that'burned, and 
more * cumultuous kncrying upos-the ſpirc of 
. tioſe 


| 
mottof qhe Londonets:had take heir: laſt pe 


icancs of:vbe Ciry. would) wor have bel 
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choſe 4hat far Gill and bad. only che.nocice. of -the 
eacc,ofthe quick and Grange Spreading. of che Firs. 
s NMoyw;rhe. Traimbands are up: in Aums-wacch- 
ing. ac; every, quarter for. Quilandifh-men , tbe- 
cauſe of che. geperol fears 2nd jealouſios,oppd 


_ avd.{ivalion. 
drew, out: from! his houſe. in. Soduns before it. was 
conſumed; by; big from Heaven-- Yer, ſome 
hopes-yere: regained on. rhe: Lords day thao the. 
Fire wauld bai exuinguiſbed , eſpecially by.chem 


 who.Jived) im he: cemore--parts;. chey. could 


(cacgely imagine char che Fige-a mile off ſhould 
be ablerp: zeachirbein houſes, |; 5; 


5 wp rans ops, end ;nownha fie 


form nabble-ang dreadrulyinhextof'the Berk 


curauns. of ixhe-nighe , -whick uſed $0;be ſprzad 
over the City i now.che. eurrainsare 7ehow ;-che 
imoke that aroſe. from the burning percs, ſeemed 
like. ſo. mach, Hame in the ;njght.,/ which being 
bloyn.upon-che; orber- pars tby-iche windez05he 
whole City. at ſome diſtance, ſeenied {to be nn 
fire. Now hopes degin to fink; .and a-genctal 
confternation {eiſeth upon the ſpitics of people ; 
lurle ſleep, is.taken in. London this night 5 the 
amazement which che eye. and ear doth 'effec 
uponthe ſpirit dogh either dry up, or driveaway 


A Wa NWhlch uſed to binde vp the ſenſes, 


ome 


Ww. he TID; 
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Gods NrribleVoice » 
'S6meare azrwork toquenchthe fire- wich water; 


others eridedvour-r6-ſtop ies courſe; ,/by- -pullits 
dowft of houſes;Þdurall co: ti6;purpoſe : iFir-be a 


fittle altayed; of betten down/, -or-put to'a Rand 


in Toms places, / {tis bur a very litccle while; ie 
| quickly feervlty, ahd:recovetsirs foree ; 3 it leaps, 
TP Neve ma{'thikes the ri8f&'Tufious onler, 
Aves back” its oppoſers, fritechech their weapons 


ot” of 'theit harids; ſeiſech-apon» the 'Warer= 


| houſes'and Evclits, biirws: chetti; ſpoils:them, and 
makes: rhejr unfic f6r: ſervice.” iSome-ate/upon 


.* Their knees inf thieHhibhe j- pouring "ur rears be+ 
'* Yorethe Lord? interceding! for poor London ;'1n 
the day of ifs calarnity ; ; but alas; [Fear there: are 
roofew weeping Ferimia's at thechrone of grace: 
rod [0D pſes"s &d [ſtand jn thE'vap; roo: few Ju- 
cob'vro wrefle With che Lotd/and tang \abouc his 
arm Londdns fins Were too Sreat;and C $ anger 
apeink the Ciry Wag'eoo hiotz i 66Gily & preſents 
ly-ro be quenched -and: altayed; and if bythe 
Thetrceloniof ſomeja' mitig lon be obrained, {0 
'that'che'Lord doth'nor firs up! —_ his' wrach ,' ur- 
oc t6 defiroy che place , 'a& he <dild - Solo and 
omorrah ; yerfune cat 'previtile x6 call» back 
qfls wrath, and reverſe thar decree which isgone 
foteh paliſt-rhe City: - The titne [7 LondonsFall 
iseome ; the” Vire'harh tecelved* its-commiſſion 
from God to biirn down the City z Ace) therefore 
vll:atteniprs fo hinder icare invain. 

- Qu the Lotds'day* hight the Fire had run as Far 
as Guplichbitht in T bamet-ſtreer,and had crepr-up 
_ Into ©4nnm-ftreet aid levell dic withrhe: ground; 

snd fti{l-is making forward by the warer-ſide; and 
upward cothe brow of che hill,on which che Ciry 


Was buil b  Qn 


* Oe WW vp 


d 
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- OnMunday Grace-charoli-ſtreet ig all. in flames, 
wich Lumbard-ſtrces on the left hand, and part of 
Fen«church-ſtreet on che _righr;, the. Fire working 


| (though nor ſo faſt) againſt.che winde tha way 3 


before ir were: pleaſant and ately houſes,behind 
it ruinous and deſolate heaps. The burning cthen- 
was in faſhion of a Boy , a-dreadful BoW It Was, 
ſuch as mine eyes never before had ſeen ; a Bow 
which had Gods Arrow in it with a flaming poinc; 
Ic was 2 ſhining Bow 3 noclike that in the cloud, 
which brings water with-ic , and withall 'fignt- 
fied Gads Covenant. not co.deftroy the world'any 


More with water : but ir Was a Bow which had 


Fire in it, which ſignified Gods anger, and his in- 
tenciontodefiroy-London with Fire. me 
"Now the Flames break.jn upon Corabill, thac 
large .and..ſpacious ſireec,. and quickly crofſe 
the way by the train of Wood chat lay in che 
Nreers untaken aways, which had: been ' pull'd 
dawn from houſes to prevent its ſpreading 2, and 
ſa .chey lick the whole freer as they go: they 


mount up tothe top of the higheſt houſes ; they 


deſcend down tothe bottom of the loweſt vanles 
and cellars ; and march along on both fides of 
the' way ,. withſuch, a roaring noiſe , 4$ never 
was heard in the City .of London ; no fiately buil- 
ding ſo-grear, as. to reſiſt their fury : che Royal 
Exchange ic ſelf, the glory of 'the Merchants, is 
now invaded with, much violence ; . and when 
once-the fire was Entred,how quickly did'ir run 


GT) 


round the Galleries, filling them with flames; 


then came-down-ſtaires, corhpaſſeth che walkes, 
eiving forth flaming volleys,and filleth the courc 


wich ſheets of Fire 3 by and by down fall all the 


. Kings 


- 
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Ai upon cheir faces, and che greateſt parr of 
che Rone-buildihe afcer them, (the Founders ta” 


$ £4 1g) ty 


Pu ol f&mathing) wich ſuch a'tiolkſe, 2s was 
&ezdaf 2nd Monlſhing, ©! 
.. 7 Fen, chen fas; City did ſhilke itidced ; and the 
 Inhabiranrs did tremble, and flew away in creat 

#mazemenc from chit houſes, left rhe flames 
ſhould devour rhem;' #arle, ratle, ratle,, was the 


noiſe which che. Fire ſtruck upon'the eare round 


abouc, ,'45 if there \had been” a rhouſand Iron 


Chiriqcs beating uponche ones *' and if you o= . 


pened your eye to the opening bf the ftreers, 
where che Fire was.come, you'might ſeein ſome 
places whole freets at orice in flatnes, that 1fſy= 
ed forch,as if they had been ſo many great Forges 
from. the oppoſite windowes, whith folding to- 
| Ether, were ynired into one great flame chrough- 
our the whole ſtreet ; andrhen you mightiee the 
Hauſes iAamble, ramble, ramble, from one end of 
the Breer ro the other with a great Etaſh, leaving 
e: foundarions open to. the view of the hea - 


ens.., -. a1 ein Creek + 4 "5 ate ' 
." Now reqcfuliele apd terrour doth ſurprize che 
Sigizens of London ; confuſion and aſtoniſhmenc 
dath-fall uponchem ac chisunkeard of,unthoughr 
of... ſudemegt. It would havegrieved the heart, 
_ of an, unconcern'd perſon,to ſee rhe rufull looks, - 
g' pale cheeks, the tears rrickling down from 
the. eyes, (where the greatneſs of ſorrow and a» 
mazement could give leave for ſuch x venc) the 
ſmiting of che bref, the wringing of the hands ; 


to hear the ſighs and groans, the dolefnll and - 


weeping ſpeeches of the diltrefſed Cirizens, when 
they:were bringing forth their wives (ſome _=_ 
| their 
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their childibet) and their liecle-ones (ſome from 
— their fick bed) our 6f. their houſes, and ſending 
them inco che , Countreys, i or ſomewhere into 
che Fields: with theit goods; - Now:the hopes of 
Lovnde aje.gotie, their heartis:ſunk 5 now-ehefe 

4s 4 general remove in the Cicy, and chat 'in, a 
_ greaterhurrychan before the Plague ;cheir govds 
being is greater danger by the: Fire, than cheir 
perſons were bythe ſickneſs," Scarcely ate ſome 


rerurned, bur chey muſt remove again, and nor 


as beforey; now without any 'more hopes of 'ever 

returning, and living in choſe houſes any more. 
Now Carts, anid Draies, and Coaches, and:Hor- 

ſes, as many ascould have entrance into the Ci> 


ty were loaden, and any money is:given for help 


5 1. 101,-201; 3ol, for -a Carr, 'to bear' forth 
inco the Fields ſome choice chiogs, which were 
ready to be confurned ; and ſome of the Coun- 
treys had the confcience ro accept of the higheſk 
price, which the Citizens did chen offer ircheir 
extremity :; 1am miſtaken:if ſuch:maney do not 
burty-worſe,: than the Fire' (air "af: which ir was 
rak'd, Now Casks of : Wine," and Oyl, and o- 
ther coinmodiries. are rumbled: aſong; and the 
owners ſhove as much of their goods as rhey cant 
towards rhe Gate: every. one :now becomes'a 
Porcer co himſelf, and ſcarcely a back either of 
Man or Woman that: hath grenerh, bur'had a 
burden.on it in the ſiteers > Ir was very ſad to 
ſee. ſuch chrongs of. poor [Grt1zens coming tn, 
and going; forch from the unburne parrs, heavy 
loaden with ſome pieces of theirgoods, but"tnore 
beavy loader with weighty grief and+ſorrow of 
bzarc, ſo that iris wondetfull chey.did:not quire 
. ink under theſe burdens, Alun 
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-:  Aunday :night was: a dreadfull-night, when 
the wings of. the: night' had ſhadowed the light 
of the heavenly bodies; chere was no darkneſs of 
\Dight in Londony far-che: Fireiſhines now round 
about with a' fearful Blaze, which-yeilded ſuch 
light in the freers; a5 iti had been} the' Sun'ar 
Noon day. Now'the Fire having wroughc back- 
ward ſtrangely. againſt the Winde -to -Billings- 
Gate, &c. izlong”/ hames-Street:Baſtward, runs up 
che hill ro: Tower=Sereet, and having marched on 
from Grace-Church=Srreer, makech- further pro- 
oreſs-in Fen-Church-Streec, and having ſpread 
157 Wing beyond ' Queer-bithe.is Thames-Street 
Weſtward, 'mounts. up from: the Water-ſide 
through Dowgate,and utd:Fiſh-ſtreet into Watling- 


ſfreet:-bur che .grear fury of che Fire was in chap. \ 


broader Streets; in che midſt of the night it was 
come;:down: Cernhill;,and laid:irin the duſt, and 
runs-along by =5/ avi and there meetswith a- 
nother Fire,which came down Thred-needle-ſtreets 
2lictle furcher with another, which came up from 
 Wall-brook ; a little further with another, which 
comes:up from Backlers-bury, and all cheſe four 
joyning together, break inro one great flame at 

the corner of {beap-/ide with ſuch a dazlinglighr, 
and burning heat, and:roaring noiſe by the fall of 
ſo many houſes together, that was very amazing; 
and chough ir were ſomeching 'Ropr in ics ſwifc 
courſe art Afercers Chappel,: yet with great force 
1n a while, it-conquers the place , and burns 
through ir, and then with great rage proceedech 

forward in Cheapfide. - Er STC: 

On Tueſday was the Fire burning up the very 

| bowels of London.; Cheapfide is all jo alight fire 

| | Ts 
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Ee tree us I 


> inthe City, 
in 2 few hours time)- many Fires meeting there, 
as1n the center ; from Soper lane,Bow-lane,Bread- 
ftreet , Friday-ſtreer , and Old-change,'the Fire 
comesup almoſt rogether, and breaks furiouſly 
into che - Broad-fireer, and 'moſt of thar fide'of 
the way was Together'in flames, '-a dreadful ſpe- 
Hacie ! and then partly by the Fife: winch came 


down 'by 2ercers Chappel, partly by che fall- of 


the Houſes croſs the way, the other fide is quicks 
ly kindled,and doth notftandlong after it. Now 
the Fire gers.into Black: fryers, and fo continues 
Its courſe by the water, and makes up towards 
Paul's Charch, on that fide, and Cheap-fde Fire 


beſers" the grear ' building on this fide, and the 


Church though all of ftone ourward, though na- 
ked of houſes about ir,and thpngh ſo high above 
all buiſdings in the City,yet wichin a while,doth 
yield to the violent aſfaulrs of the conquering 
flames, and firanvely takes Fire ar the'top ;' now 
the lead melts and.runs down, as if it had been 
ſnow before the Sun ; and the great beames and 
maſly ſtones, with a'great noiſe fall on the Pave» 


 mery, and 'break throughrinto Faich-Church un- 


der nearh ; Bow great flakes of ſtone ſcale, and 


prel off ſtrangely from'the fide of the Walls; 


the Conqueror having got this high Fort, dartsirs 
flames round -abour, now Pater-ncſter-rowe, News 
gate-market, the old Baily, and Ludgate-hill have 
ſubmitced themſelves. ro-rthe devouring Fige, . 
which with wonderful ſpeed ruſheth- down the 
Hill into Fleet-ſtreet.Now:{heap-fide Fire march- 
ech along /ron-monger-lane, gld Fury , Lawrence- 
lane, Milk-ſtreet; Wobd-ſtreer, Gutter-lane;z Foſter - 


Jane; Nowic runs (long Lothburg,  Careaten- / 


freets 
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freet, &c, From Newgate-Market, it aſlaults 


Chriſt-Charch, and conquers that great building, 
and burns through artin's lane cowards Alder/- 
94te, and all abour ſo furiouſly, as if it would 
not leave a Houſe Randing upon the ground, 
Now hortible flakes of fire mount up the 
sky, and the' yellow ſmoke of Zondon aſcenderh 
up towards Heaven, like che ſmoak of a great 
Furnace ; a \moak ſo great, as darkned the Sun 
at noon-day, (if at any time the Sun peeped 


forch, it looked red like blood) the Ctoud of 


ſmoak was ſc great, that travellers did ride at 
noon day ſome miles together in the ſhaddow 
thereof, though there were no other cloud beſide 
to'be ſeen1nthe Ky. - _ 

And if Jundaynight was dreadfull, T neſday 
night was more dreadfull, when far the greateſt 
part of the Ciry was conſumed : many thou- 
ſands who on Saturdayhad Houſes convenient in 
the Cicy, borh for chemſelves, and to enterrain 
others., now have nor where. co lay their head ; 


and che' fields are che only receptacle, which 


they can find for themſelves and their goods ; 


moſt of rhe late Inhabicanrs of London lye all: 


nightin the open Ayr, wich no other canopy over 
them, but chat of the Heavens: The fire is 
Ritl making rowards them, and threatneth che 
Suburbs; it was amazing to ſee, how it had 
ſpread ir ſelf ſeveral miles in compaſs ; and a- 
meneſtortherthings that night,che fight of Gui/d- 
hall was 2. fearfull ſpeRacle , which Rood the 


E whole body of -it together” in view, for ſeveral 


hours together, after the fire had caken ic, without 
flames, (1 ſuppoſe becauſe che timber was xr 
-. | ſolid. 
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lan the City; 


ſolid Oake) in a bright ſhining coale as if ic had 
been a Pallace of gold,or a great building of bur= 
,'nithed Braſs. h 


On Pedne/day morning, when people expe&ed 
that che Suburbs would be burne , as well as the 
Ciry, and with ſpeed,were preparing their flight, 
2s well as they icould with cheir luggage into 
the Countreys, and neighbouring Villages, Then 
the Lord hath pitty on poor London ; his bowels 
begin co relent ; his heart is turned within him, 
and heſtayes his rough wind in the day of the Eaſt 
»ind ; his fury begins to be allayed; he hath a 
remnant of prople in London, and there ſhall 
a- remnant of houſes eſcape ; 'the wind now 1s 
huſh ; che Commiſſion of the fire 1s withdraw- 
ing, and ir burns ſo gently, even where it meets 
with no oppoſition, that it was nor hard to be 
quenched, in many places, with a few hands : 
now the Citizens begin to gather a little hearc, 
and encouragement in their endeavours to quench 


the Fire. Acheck it had at Leaden-hall by that 


oreat building ; a ſtop ic had in Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, 
Fen-church-ſtreet, Lime-ſtreet, CMark-laneand to- 
wards the Toxer ; one means,under God,was the 
blowing up of houſes with Gunpowder. Now it 1s 
Rayed in Lothbury, Broad-ſtreet, Coleman-ſtreet ; 
towards rhe gates -ic burnt , bur not, wich any 
orear violence ; at the Temple alſo it is Raycd, 


and in Aolboarn, where it had got no great foot- 


ing; and when once the fire was got under, It 


was kepr under, and on Tharſday the flames were 


extinguiſhed, _ | | 
| Bur on Wedneſday-night, when the peoplelate 
of London, now of the fields , hoped to ger 4 
F 2 | litcle 
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lictle reſt on the ground , where chey had ſpread 
rheir beds,, a more dreadful fear fals upon them 
than chey bad before, through a rumour thar 
the French were comming armed againſt chem 
to cut their throats, and ſpoil them of whar they 
had ſaved onr of che Fire ; they were now na- | 
ked, and weak, and inill condition to'defend 
rhemſelves, and the hearts, eſpecially of rhe 
females,do quake, and cremble, and are ready to 
die within chem; yer many Citizens having 
loſt rheir houſes, and almoſt all char they had, 
are fired with rage and fury: and they begin to 
ſir up chemſelves like Lyons , or like Bears be- 
reaved 'ot their whelps, and now Arm, Arm, 
Arm , doth reſonnd the Fields and Suburbs 
with a dreadful voice, We may gueſs art the 
diftreſs end perplexity of the people this nighr, 
which was ſomerning alleviatedwhen the falſneſs 
of the alarm was perceived. _ 

T hw: fell great London, that ancient Ciry ! that 
populous Ciry ! Zendon, which was the Queen _ 
City of the Land, and as famous as moſt Cities - 
in the wojld ; none ſo famous for the Goſpel 
and zealous profeſſion of the reformed Religion, 
And yet how .is L»9dondeparted like ſmoak, and 
her glory laid in the duſt? how is her deftrution 
come , which-no man rhoughr of , and herdeſo- 
lation-in a moment > how do the Nations about 
e2zeand wonder? how doth the whole Land 
tremble at the noiſe of her fall > how. do her 
Cirizens droop and'h:2ng down their h2ads? her 
Women and Virgins weep. and fitin the duſt ? 
Oh, the paleneſs that now firs upon the cheeks ! 
theaftoniſhmenr and confuſion that covers the 

I . face, 


IJ? 2, the : Citys... y 
face, the diſmall apprehenfions that ariſe in che 
minds of molt, concerning the dreadful conſe- 
quences which are likely to be of this fall, of 
London? How1s rhe pride of Z»ndon Rained,and 
beauty ſpoiled ! herarme broken, and firengch 
deparced? her riches almoſt gone, and treaſures 
ſo much conſumed? The head now 1s {ick ? and the 
whole body faint; the hearc is wounded, and 
every other parc is ſenſible of irs ſtroke ; never 
was England in greater danger of being made a- 
prey to a forraign power, than ſince the firing 
and fall of this Cicy , which had the firength and 
creaſure of the Nation in ic. How is London cea- 
ſed , char rich City ! char joyous Cicy 1 one- 
ccrner indeed is lefr, but more than as many 
houſes as were within the walls are turned into 
alhes. | | | 

The Merchants now have lefc-the Royal Ex- 
change 3 the buyers and ſellers have now forſaken 


| the ſtreets : Grace=church-ſtreer, (ornbill , ( heap- 


fide, Newgate Market , and the itke places, which 
uſed ſome cime ro have thrones of craffiquers, 
now are become empty of inhabitancs ; and in- 
ſtead of the ſtately houſes which food there laſt 
Sunimer , now they lie this Winter in ruinous 
heaps The glory of London is now fled away 
like a Bird, the Trade of London 1s ſhattered 
and broken to pieces, her delights alſo are ya- 
niſhed, and pleaſanc things laid waſte ; now no 
chaunting to the ſound of the Viol , and dan- 
cing to the ſweet Muſick of other In(truments ; 
now no drinking Wine in Bowls, and ftretching 
upon:the beds of luſt ; now no exceſs of Wine. 
and banquertings ; no feaſts in Halls and curious 
: 9 diſhes ; 
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diſhes ; no amorous looks,8& wanton dalliances ; 
no ruffling filks, and coftly drefſes;; theſe things 
in that place are aran end. Bur.if houſes for 


fin alone were ſunke, and fuel for luſt only were 


conſumed , ir would nor be ſo much ; bur che 
houſes alſo for Gods worſh P (watch formerly 
wete 2 bulwark againſt rhe 


prayers within chem ) now are devoured by the 
flames,and'the hzbitactions of many who truly 
fear God, have nor eſcaped ; and in the places 
where God hath been ſerved , and his ſervants 


have lived; now nettles are growing ; bwles are 


ſcreeching thieves and cut-throats are lurking: 


Aſad face there is now in the ruinous part of - 


London: and terfible hath the voice of the Lord 
been , which hath been crying , yea roaring,in 
the City by theſe” dreadful judgments of the 
Plague and Fire z which he hath brought upon 
USo : 

| Thus you have the Narration of the judgments 


themſelves. 


_— 


——_— a 


SECT. VI1. 


2. (Concerning the (auſe of theſe Fadgments ; why 


hath the Lord ſpoken by ſach terrible things,in the 
City of London? © IF 


N giving an account hereof, I ſhall make uſe 


& of the ſecond DoArine obſerved from WH 


words: ; 


re, partly chrough _ 
- the walls about them, partly through the fervenc 


/ * That 
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That when God ſpeaks miſt terribly,he doth anſwer 


| moſt riohteouſly, p 


They are Gods judgmeyys, and-cherefore they 
mnſt needs be r:12hceous judgments 3 Can there be 
unrighreouſneſs in God 7 No,in no wiſe : for how 
then could he be God'? How then could he judge 


. the world ? Let God be true, and every man alyar. 


Ro.3.5,6. Ler God be righteous , and all the 
world unrighreous : for light may more ea{ily de- 
part from the Sun, and hear be ſeparated from 
the fire ; and the whole creation may more eaſily 
drop into nothing , than-God ceaſe to be juſt 
and righreous, in the ſevereſt judgments which 
he doth infli upon che children cf men. | 

If any profane mockers do reply againſt God, 
and refle& upon his righceouſneſs and goodneſs 
rowards his own people, becauſe theſe judgments 
have fallen ſo ſore upon London, the Glory of 
the Land , yea of the World, far the 'number of 


_ gedly perſons (48 in ſcoff they call them) which 
_ dwell in it ; if God were (o- righteous and 
favourable to the Godly, would-he bend his bow, 


and ſhoot ſo. many arrows amongſt tem as he 
did jn the vilitation by the Plagne, whilſt he 
ſuffered ſo many notoriouſly wicked perſons to 
eſcape? would he ſend che Fire to conſume fo 
many habications of the Godly , whilſt the houe 


ſes of the moſt vicious and vile were preſerved?. 


F ſhall labour co top the mouths of ſuch,whoare 
ready to open them againit the King of Heaven, 
by propoſing to conlideration theſe following 
particulars. ; : 

I. That Gods way ts ſemetimes in the Sea , and 
hes paths inthe great Waters ; and his fcot-ſteps are 


F 4 no 
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not known. Pſal.77,19, That his judgments are un- 
| ſearchable, and his waies peſt finding out. Rom,1T. 
33. And that even then ke s righteous in all his 
waiesy and holy in all his works, Pſal.145.17. And 
when clouds and darkneſs are round about him, righ- 
teouf, neſs and judgment are*the habitation of hes 
Throne, Pſal. 97.2. And when his judgments are 
4 oreat deep h15 righteouſneſs is like the great Maoun- 
tains. Pſal. 36.6. We do nor underttand all the 
myſteries of nature , neither are we acquainted 
with all the myteries of State ; andif there be 
ſome myfteries in Gods way of governing the 
World, and diſtributing remporal mercies and 
judgments, which we do not apprehend in every 
rhing the meaning of, and cannot ſo fully trace 
Go3srighteouſneſs and goodneſs therein, ler us 
ſay ic is becauſe our eyes are ſhur, and that we 
are coyered with darkneſs: Therefore let us ſhut 
our mourhs roo, and ſeal up our lips with fi- 
lence, not daring in the leaſt to u:ter any ghing 
which may derogate from theſe attributes. in 
God, Watch are as inviolable and unchangeable 
as his very Bzelng. This might be. ſaid if the rea« 
ſon were more ab{truſe rhan ic1s, 
2. Bur ſecondly,the reaſorrof Gods judgments 
and righreouſneſs therein , with the ſalve of. his 
ovodnefſs rowards bis own people, may be appre- 
ended, if we conſider, 

I. That theſe Judgments of Plague and Fire 

are both of chem Vational judgments. 
I, The judement of the Plague was National ; 
In as much as London was the chief City, in as 
much. as-rhe Kings Court was here, 'and moſt 
Countries had relations here; and all Fapmrics 
| | | , ha | 


.. In the City. 

had concernments here: moreover the Plague 
was not only in London , and Weſtminſter, and 
and places neer adjacent , bur ir was diſperſed 
into the-Countries at a farther diſtance, ag arm- 
bridge, Norwich , C olchefer , andother Towns, 
whete it raged either the ſame or the next year, 
as much proportionably as it did in London, 

2. The Judgment of the-Fire which burned 
down only the City, and left Peſtminſter and 
che Suburbs ſtanding , and did nor reach into 
the Countreys , yer was a National judgment, 
becauſe London was the Metropolis of the Land, 
becauſe the Beauty , Riches, Strength ,- and 


Glory of the whole Kingdom lay in Zondon : * 
' and It was not the inhabicancs of rhe City who 


alone did ſuffer by this fire, bur the whole 
Land more or leſs, doand will feel the ſmatr 
bereof. : 

2, Theſe Judgments then-being National : it is 
notunreaſonable to ſay, chat National ſins have 
been the cauſe of chem: and if ſo, we may readily 
finde a reaſon of Gods righteouſneſs in theſe 
proceedings ; when the ſins of the Land. are ſo 


| obvious and ſo hatnous, He 1s a great ſtranger 
' In Bvgland, that doth not know how wickedneſs 


baih abounded in theſe later yeats ; his eyes muſt 
be faſt thuc ,. who doth not ſee what a deluze of 
profaneneſs and impiery hath broken im like a 
mighty torrent, and overflowed the Land; that 


. hath not taken' notice of thoſe bare-fac'd villa- * 
nies which have been committed amongſt us, 
watch 18 a great queſtion whether any ages be» 


fore us could parallel ; we read 1n Scripture of 
Sidom and Gomorrah , and the wickedneſs ſome- 
I ctine 
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tim of Jeruſalem ; Profane Hiſtories and Tra- 
velfers make mzntion of Rowe, YVenjce, Naples, 
Pare , and other places' very wicked , bur who 
can equal England, which calls ic ſelf Chriſtian 
and Proreftant , for ſuch deſperate and audaci- 
ous affronts and indigntties which have been 
offered rothe Hiecheſt Majeſty , _ Gallancs 
_ (as they are calted) of ourtimes : How was Hell 
aS it were broke looſe, and how were men worſe 
than thoſe which in our Saviours time were poſleſt 
with devils, who cut themſelves wich flones, and 
rore their own fleſh ; even ſuch who went abour 
like ſo many Hell-hounds and incarnare devils, 
curſing and banning, ſwearing and blaſpheming, 
invencing new oaths , and gelorying therein, de- 
lighting to rear the name of God, and ro ſpir 
| forth their rancour and malice in Iis very face ? 
and. can we chen be ar a loſs for a reaſon of Gods 
righteouſneſs in his thus puniſhing Englandgby 
beginning thus furiouſly with London? When 
there were ſo many Atheiſts abour London, and 
21n the Land, whodenied the very being of God, 
when ſo many Gentlemen (who lookr upon it as 
one piece of their breeding , to caft off all ſenti- 
'ments of a Deity) did walk our ftreers, and no 
arguments would work them to a perſwaſion of 
che truth of Gods being, (hall we' wonder if the 
Lord appears in a terrible way, that he might be 
known by the judgments which he executerh ? 
When ſo many demied the Divine Authority. of 
che Scriptures , the very foundation of our Chri- 
ian faith , and reckoned themſelves by their 
principles amoneſt Turks, Pagans, and other 


Iafidels, however they called themſelves Chri- 
ſftians, 


| W1n-the Cry,» "Lo 
| Rians, and hereby pur ſuch an affront upon the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the only. Son: of the moſt high 
God , is it ſtrange that the Lord ſhould ſpeak ſo 
_ reffibly ro ſhew his indignation > when there 
was ſuch blowing ar, and endeavours ro put. our 
char lighe, which Would ſhew Men the way co 
Heaven ; ſuch hatred and oppoſition againſt rhe 
power of godlineſs.; when che name of-a Saing- 
was matter of derifion'and ſcorn ; when there 
' was ſuch wallowing in filthy fornication, and a= 
diltry,in qu drnnkenneſs and intemperance; 
"when ſuch opprefhon, bribery, ſuch malice, cru- 
elty, ſuch unheard of wickedneſs'and hideous im- 
piety grown to ſuch 2 heighth inthe Land ; may 
not we reaſonably think that ſuch perſons as were 
rhns guilty, being in the Ship, were a great cauſe 
of the fiorme of Gods anger, which bath made 
ſich a ſhipwrack. | 2INF 
. The Plague indeed when ir was come, made 
little diſcrimination between the bodies of the 
ri2hteous, and the bodies of the wicked ; no 
more dorh grace ; the difference” 1s more in- 
ward and deepe; it is the ſoul begins to be 
otorifyed hereby, and hath the ſeed of erermal 
life pur inroirt, when it doth paſs the new birth ; 
bur- the body is not changed with the ſoul, rhe 
body remains as it was, as frail ard weak, and 
expoſed to diſeaſes and death, as before, and 
as the body of ary wicked perſon ; and theres . 
tore the infe&ious diſeaſe of the Plague, com- 
ing into a populous City, the bodies of the righ- 
reous ; amongſt the reft, receive the contagion, 
and they fall in the common calamity ; there is 
a difference 1n rhe manner of cheir death, and 
« 


\ 
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a difference 1n their place, and face after deaths 


as hath been ſpoken of before, bur the kind of 


deathis the ſame. | : | 
So the fire-doth make no diſcrimination be- 
tween the Houſes of the godly, and the-Houſes 


of the ungodly, they are all mae of the ſame 


combuſtible matrer, and are enkindled, as bo- 
dies infe&ged, one by another ; indeed the god- 
ly have God:to be their habitacion, and chey are. 
Citizens of the new Feru/alem-, which is above, 
a City which hath foundations , whoſe builder 
and maker is God; an abiding City, which the 
fire cannot reach, and cheir perſons .are ſecured 
from the flames of eternal fire in Hell, but rhey 
bave no promiſe nor ſecurity for the preſervation 
of their Houſes from fire here in this World. 
The judgments of the plague and fire being 
ſent, work according to their nature > Withour 
diſtinguiſhing the righteous, 

Bur if we further enquire into the reaſon, 
why the plague was ſent the laſt year, and ſuch a 
plague as hath nor been known this forty year, 
which raged ſo ſorely, when there was. no ſuch 
ſulcrineſs of weather (as in other years) to en- 


creaſe it; and why the fire was ſent this year,and 


ſuch a fire as neither we,” nor our fore-fathers 
ever knew; neither do we read of in any Hiſtory 
of any ſo great in any place, intime of peace ; 
what ſhall we ſay was the cauſe of theſe exrraor- 
dinary narional jud2ments, but rhe extraordi- | 
nary national fins. Ir was an extraordinary hand 
of God which brought the plague, of which no 
natural cauſe can be aſſigned, why ir ſhould 'be ſo 


great that year, more then in former years, = 
- . rat 


LU 
a namask 


- Tri the City, 
chat fin. was grown to greater heighth; and char 
2 fire ſhould prevaile, againſt all attempts co 


quench ir, to burn down the City, and thar 
judgment juſt following upon the heels of the o- 


cher ; what reaſon can be aſſigned, bur that Eng- 
lands ſins, and Gods diſpleaſure hath been ex- 
craordinary; God 1s a God of patience, and ir 
is not a light ching will move him ; he is {low to 
anger, it muſt needs be then ſome great provo- 
cation which makes him ſo furtous ; he is highly 
offended, before he lifts up his hand ; and he is 
exceedingly incens'd, before his anger breaks 
forth into ſuch a flame ; for my part, I verily 
think, 1f it had not been for the crying abomina- 
tions of the times, which are not chieflyto be 
limiced co the Ciry of London, and if the means 
of Gods preſcription, according to.the Rule of 
his Ford, which England ſometime could, had 
by England been made uſe of, that both Plague 
and Fire had been prevented, - _ 

3. Moreover it may be ſaid that ſome parti- 
cular perſons by ſome more peculiar, and norori- 


: , 
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ous fins in the Ciry may have provoked che Lord | : 
to bring puniſhment upon the whole place, if 


the Land were not ſo generally profane and wick- 
ed, the heathencould fay, 
TI9A cy #, EVUTHO OC FONS Kats ed\gds Emauveet. 


A whole City may be puniſhed forthe wicked- 


neſs of one Man ; yeawe read of David,though 


ſo gooda man, yet when he numbred the people 


{ a \mall fin 1n compariſon with the fins of ſome 
others in our days} God was provoked to ſend 
ſuch a dreadful Plague, not on himſelf, but upon 


his people, thar there dyed 70000 men by it in. 


three 
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three days, and David ſaid, 7 have nncd and done 


' wickedly, but theſe ſheep;what have they doned2 Sam. 


. 2. IO--18, ga. | 7 
4. If it be enquired how Gods mercy to his 
people doth appear; when theſe judaments have 


fallen ſo heavy upon many of them? 


P4 


I Anſwer, . - 
T» Thoſe of his own people, who have fallen 


by the Plague, are received to greater grace and 


mercy in Heaven, than here they were capable 
of, and they are moreover deliveredfrom evil to 
come, which hath fince, and may further come 
upon us. Foe 

's. "Thoſe whoſe houſes have fallen by the fire, 
the Lord could, and confident I am, the Lord 
hath made rhem greater gainers another way, 
they have loſt it maybe much in temporal things, 


bat ch2y are or may be, if they be notwanting 


to.rhemſelves, gainers in{piricual things, which 
ate of 4 hieher and more excellent nature ; I have 
known and heard-of many of Gods people whoſe 


houſes are burnr, and goods ſpoyled, who have. 
eaken the loſs with ſo much chearfulneſs, humili- 


ty, meekneſs, patience, contentment, and thank- 


falneſs rhar any ching was ſaved, 1f it were only | 


their lives, that it hath been my wonder and joy ; 


' to: gain ſuch a ſpirit hath more of godd, than 


the loſs of all externall enjoyments hath of evil. 
3. Further, if theſe judgments have fallen 
trpon Gods people, we muſt know that.they have 


rheir fins, which have deſerved them, poffibly 
\ ſome have begun now to comply with che wick= 


ed in their wicked wayes, it may be they were 


grown more [ooſe in their walking, ;and formal in - 


the 


— 
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the ſervice of God, 8 their hearts more ſet on the 
World, of which fins more largely when I come 
co ſpeak of the ſing of -the City; and the fins 
of Gods people have more hainoug-ageravations, 
than the fins of the wicked, being committed a- 
gainſt clearer light, dearer love, ſweerer mer- 
cies, ſtronger obligations, and therefore provoke 
God the more to wrath ; therefore he threatneth 
his own people eſpecially to puniſh them when 
they tranſgreſs, Am. 3-2. Yon only have I known 
of all the Families of the Earth, and therefore [ 
will puniſh you for your iniquities. | 


5, Beſides,they may have need of awakening 


judgments to rouze them, and humble them for 
fin, to looſen and wean them from the\W orld ; 
and It is in love and faithfulneſs, that God doth 
4nfli& ſuch-judgments upon them, | 
6. Laſtly, we-muſt remember, that ic is Gods 
uſual courſe robegin with his own houſe, 1 Per. 
4+ 17. fudgement begins at the Houſe of Ged. 
\ 5, Toconclude, Do any of the ungodly que- 
ſion Gods righteouſneſs, becauſe in theſe.com- 
mon calamities, they have hicherto ſurvived 


. andeſcaped? 


I. It is but anill requiral andill uſe, which 
they make of Gods patience and goodneſs which 
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he hath exerciſed rowards them, chat hereby he 


 mightlead them unto repenrance, Rom.2.4,5« 


2, Let them ſtay. a while,- and God will an- 


ſwer them himſelf, and give chem an experimen<. 


ral convigion of his righteous judgments, x Per. 
4-17,18. If judgment begin at the houſe of God, 


what ſhall the end be of thers that obey nat the Goſpel? © 


and if the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall 


the 
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che ungodly and jinners appear ? we read P/al.7 9.8. 
Of a Cup of red Wine in the hand of the Lord, he 
may give his people to drink the cop of it, bur 
the moſt bitter and dregeiſh pare, which 1s ac the 
botrome, the wicked ſhall wring forth and drink ; 
if God whip his children wich rods,he will ſcourge 
his enemies with ſcorpions, TAN A TD ED 
I am perſwaded that the notoriouſly ungodly 
of this generation Will nor go our of this World, 
without ſome remarkable remporal judgement ; 
and thar the Lord will make them feel ſomething 
even here, what anevil thing, and a bitter ir is 
ſo audaciouſly ro fly in the face of the great God, 
by rheir hideous oaths-and blaſphemies, by their 
horrid wickedneſs and abominations, whereb 
they do as it were challenge God to do his wor 
 againſtthem ; and when God doth draw forth his 
glirtering Sword,and make ready his ſharp arrow 
upon the firing ; when God doth cloathe himſelf 
with fury, as with a garment, and his hand doth 
rake hold on vengeance ; when their iniquities 
are/grown fully ripe, ' and the day of their vifita- 
tion and recompence is come ,: how 'then will 
theſe finners of England be afraid, and What a- 
mazing terrour will there then ſurprize this vile 
oeneration ? (an their hearts endure,or their hands 
be ſtrong in the day that the Lord fhall deal with 
them? Exth. 22,14. Then the Lord will roar 
from his holy habitation, with ſuch a terrible 
*Voice, as ſhall make their ears co-ringle, theit 
hearts co quake and tremble ; he will roar like a 
Lion, and tear them in pieces, when'there ſhall 
be none to deliver. If the ſhaking of his rod 
hath moved them, and the'beginning of bis judge 
7 | Ment, 


mencs, which he hach execured upon others, hath - 
affrighced them z what will their, behaviour be 
when the ſcourge is laid upon.their.own backs, 
and judemenc ſhall fall upon their .own heads,! 
Surely the judgments intended purpoſely for the. 
molt ungodly, are not yer come ; yet, a$theyare. 
like ro be exceeding great, becauſe more of pnre, 
and unmixt wrath will accompany thety - ſo they 
, arelike to be very neer ; becauſe they are fillin 
up the meaſure of their wickedneſs ſo faſt, an 
they'ſeem to be arrived even tothe uttermoſt of. 
fin; ſurely their judgment doth neither linger, 
nor {lumber, but 1s upon the wing, haſtning to- 
wards them ; ſurely the arme of che Lord is a- 
wakened, and lifted up on high,. and- though in- 
finice patience doth hold it upalittle while, co 
cry whether che judgments already executed up- 
on. others, before their eyes will work any good 
effe&typon them, ſo as to. awaken chem, and flop 
"them, and'curn chem from their evil wayes; yer, 
© if hey. proceed in cheir ſinfull courſe y, his arm I, 
am perſwaded will- come down. with. ſuch force. 
and fury upon them, that their deſtruRion ſhall. 
be remarkable to all that are round about them s 
and.I have much of chat perſwaſion, that the Lord 
will as it were hang up many of the villains of. 
our times, who have been guilty of ſuch crea-, 
chery and rebellion againſt the great King of 
heaven, as it were in chains, and make their 
puniſhment here as notorious as their ſins have 
| been, thar che whole World may hear and fear, 
and cake heed of ſuch vile praftiſes :. I ſuppoſe 
they may not now expet ir, nor fear it, no more 
than the old World did their drowninse, or _ 
ad 


Gods TerrihFeVoice 
and Gomorrah did their burning, becauſe deceit- 
ful fin hach hardned cheir hearcs; long cuftome in 
fin, wich impunity. hath ſeared their conſciences, 
as with 2 hot Tran; bur then they are in the 
oreateſt danger, when they ſleep with the great- 
eſt ſecurity 5 when Men grow deſperately hard- 
| ned againſt often,” and all reproofs,by word, and 
rod too, what followes , bur ſudden deſtruStion 
and that withont remedy?. Prov. 29,1. and when 
men cry 'peace and ſafery, then ſudden deſtruttion 
cometh upon them, 25 travel non a Woman with childe, 
and they ſhall not eſcape, 1 Theſſ. 5:3. And if 
ſome of | this untoward -and wicked Generation 
do drop away wirhout a remarkable remporal de- 
firuRion ; God will make his righteouſneſs evi- 
dent ro them;' inthe other 'World, when he claps 
up their ſouls cloſePriſoners in the loweſt dungeon 
-of Hell, appointing black Devils co be their 
Jaylors, flames of fire to be their cloathing) hi- 
deous terrours and woe ro be'their'food, Cain,Fu- 
das, and other damned rormented ſpirits'to be 
their companions, where'they muſt lye bound in 
chains of darkneſs, till the judginent of rhe grear 
diy; and 'when the general aflize 1s come,and the 
Angels have blown the laſt Trumpet, and gather- 
edthe ele& to the right hand of Chriſt, chen' chey 
will be ſent with the Keys of the bottomleſs Pir, 
and the Priſon will be opened for a while, and 


Itke ſo many Rogues in Chains, they ſhall roge- - 


ther with all cheir fellow ſinners be brought forth, 
and finde out the dircy fleſh of their bodtes, which 
like a naſty racg they ſhall cnenpur on, and with 
moſt rnfull looks, and trembling joynrs, and hor- 


Tible ſhreeks, and unzxprefſible confuſion and 
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cerrour» they ſhall. behold che Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 


whom in life time they deſpiſed- and affronted, 
come down from;Heaven in flaming fire, corake 


vengeance upon -them, who will: &brerice'them 


co the flames of eternal ' fire,” ah grive. them 
from his Throne and preſencs into: utter dark- 
neſs, where they muſt rake vp their lodging for 
evermore. Then, Then there will he a clear re- 
velarion of the righteous and dreadful judgments 
of this great God unto rhe world, -and upon this 
accurſed generation. | 6 4 
- But more fully to clear: up the reaſon of Zon- 
do's judgments, and the righteouſneſs of God 


herein ; God hath-indeed ſpokes very: terribly, 
* bur he hath anſwered-us: very righcooufly., -- Lowe 


don was not ſo godly', as ſome ſpeak by yay of 
fcoff :, no ! If Londarhad been: more- generally 


' godly, and more' powetfully godly: theſe judg- 


ments:might haverbeen eſcaped}, and the ruins 
of the City prevented ; No it was the ungodli- 
neſs of Londen, which brought the Plague end firg 
uponLondon. There: was a generalPlague upon the 


| heart; .a more dangeroys infeftion, and dead- 


ly:Plague of fin}, before there was ſenc a Plague 
upon-che body; there was @ fire of divers Juſts 
which. was enkindled , and did burn in the bos 
ſome, ſom © mes iſſuing out flames ac the door 


of the mouth ,, and' at che windows of the eyes 


of che inhabicancs', before the fice yas kindled 


che Ciry,which ſwallowed up ſa many habicay 


tions. We have fallen, thouſands ef perſong ine 


the grave by. the-Plague , thouſands of bouſes, © 


? WIE 


as 2 great monument upon. them, by a fire ; 
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Hoſea 14.4, vhe Crown is fall et from. our beads 3: 


ahd what is 'the reaſon? brrauſe 'we have ftnned: 
againſt the Lard, Lam: 5.16% \ God. hath ſpoken 


rerribly, bathe hath anſwered righteouſly ; as/he 


Sives-great and eſpecial mercies in anſwer. unto 


prayer * ſo'he:ferideth great and extraordinary! 


judgments 1n' anſwer unto fin" there 1s a voice: 
and fond cry;eſpecially in ſome fins which extreth 
bnto* the1 ears of the Lap of Sabbath. 1. Sam. 5; 4 
Whcn' God::ſpeiks by terrible things., he makes, 
| bur a righteous return to this cry< * 
-:And crhougt cheſe Judgments' of Plague and 
Fire are National: judgments, and may be.the 

produd of National; fins, and 1 verity am per-! 
faded, tha&God: was: more highly-provoked by 
foriie that dweſt out of the City;rthan with thoſe 
which:dwelr 18 its:1 mean: cheprofane and 'un- 
2aly generuiti; who! chiefiy:xdid.inhabic more 
femorely': ; 8nd char Cod, being'ſo provokt;; Was 

rh©2116re-readyto-firike: 5 and leriis hand falb 
ſoſheavy ipoh £52d05';-yeri-fince- many of the 
unpodly crew Weregor inrouhe City irſelf,,and 
midſt inxþe City,that were nat-of chem, 8did nor 
&ars to commiretheirimpieries, yet maderhem- 
felves guilty, by not mourning'for them', :and 
laboring if1:their- place what'they could after a 
redreſs; and fince London wiſelf:hath been guil- 
| ty 'of ſo many crying fins (as I ſhall, endeavour'to 
ſhew, ) Gods righteouſneſs In the terrible things 
df- Ewidon: will be evidenr, alparially xt if we:con- 
Biker". 3 

2 ir; Tha Grd. hath puniſhed London no more hay 
thei iniq ities have deſetyed. 
2, Thar\God bath punifbed Laden Fr than rhejy 
Wnignitics have deſervedgs. .. - I, God 
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1. God bath'puniſhed London no ware:than thety 
iniqvitics deſerved; Great fins. deſerve: grear\ 
Plagues ; and have not rhe ſing; of Lodo» beey 
greac 2 Lecus:makean inquiry” afrer ' Longdons 
..-|Here'T ſhall offer ſome finsc06 
and ler London judge whether ſhe 


Py 
*» 
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De nor guilty, 


& . 


_ and whether the 'Lord! bach not; been plaguing 


her, and burning her, and. poſſibly, yea. probably 
will-bring' ucter -ruin-and deſolatiqn, upon. her, 
Except ſhe ſeegnd mourn and turn the ſooner; 
Ic is our of:dear. and. tender love ro London (with 
-whom I-could- willingly live,and die ) thag I 
rice theſe things ro pur chem. in,mind of cheir 
ſins, -char chey:might rake ſome! ſpeedy courle 
fora. redreſs. and turning away the fierce anger 
of "the Lotd which is | kindled' againſt, chem, for 
fin, teft he nexc proceed co bring utcer ruinupon 


chem: ſurely they have not- more 'reaſon'to think 
thar.Gods anger is turned away fince the fire, 


than they had to chink ic wascurned away after 
the Plague ; bur rarher they may conclude, chac 
though che fire-of rhe City bee quenched, yer - 
the fire of Gods anger doth burn {il more dread- 
fully , chan che other fire ; and chat his haydis: 


Nrerched our till co deſtroy. - Therefore 5 Q all 


yee inhabirapts about Zond-n open your eye$,and ' 
ears, and nearts , and ſuffer a word of reprogf 


for-your fins ; and deal not wich this Caralogye 
of your ſins as Tehojakins did with Jeremiah's, roll, 


who burn it in che fire , nor being able to bear 
his words ;, buc do with it as Fchp,did wich his 
ir, though: ir, he 
3 'bicrer 


6 


a 
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bicter in the mouth, as well as in the belly ; iris 
bitter Phyfic| 
of a' fick 1anguiſhing City, which iseven ready 
£o-give up the Ghoſt, tt ATE) 
And here'Þ ſhalt begin wicth:more Goſpel-ſing, 
which, though natural conſcience is not ſor 
to accuſe of,” yer'in rhe accoiine of God"are'the 
-ioft heinous fins: And I wonld bave are- 
-gird not only co'latter, but-alfo to former ſins, 
'\which,peMitily,may now be.tmmore out of viewgand 
-Forgotren,''and which ſome may: be hardned in, 
+ becauſe the guilty have nor. beqa-ſo particularly 
and ſenſibly puniſhed (thouzly Gods ſparing of 
*rhem hath beeti in-order to rherf repentance ) or 
their puniſfidiencs in ſome kinde harh-been/ac- 
-eonnted by them no puniſhments, /or their 'pu- 
'niſhmencs have been miſtaken, and their hearts 
-have ſwelled againſt inftruments-made uſe of by 
- God therein, inftead of accepring of rhe pu- 
Biſhmenc of cheir iniquiry, and humbling chem» 


felves deeply before the Lord. I ſay Iwould 
call co remembrance former fins, as well as lat- 


ret, which-are more viſible now and apparent: 


for as God, 'being ſo {law to anger, hath not been 


quickly moved to ſuch indignation ; bur, as we 
have reaſors ro think, that his wrath hath been a 
lohs time boiling in his breaſt, before ic wasrai- 
'ſed to this -heighth as to boile over, and-pour 


down Plague and Fire upon the City of Loudon : 


fo we may reaſonably infer, that ſins commitred 
' by Z54ndon Jong agoe, were the fuel pur under, 
that cauſed: this boiling of his anger, which, 
"becauſe other judoments have nor wrought the 
kindly effe& of repentancey che Lord hath been 


ck, burneceſſary for the preſervation 
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provoked to expreſs this way, which hath been 
more feeling and. dreadfull. Moreover when I 
reckon up Londor's fins, I would not refle& a» 
lone. upon any one party, in as much as all par- 
ties have finned;and I believe the Lord hath been 
offended with all, as in his judgments he hath - 
made no difference, that all might be awakened 
to ſee their faulcs with ſorrow andſhame. And if 
ic were fic, I would begin here wich my ſelf, be- 
ing perſwaded that my fins, morethen thouſands 
of others, have helpr co fill up the Viol of Gods 
anver ; but as I goalong, I. ſhall endeavour by 
the grace of God to avply to my ſelf the ſing 
which conſcience will accuſe of, that T may be- 
wail and amend : and I would beſeech every 
one of you, that caſt your eyes upon theſe lines, 
todo the like, and to compare them with thoſe 
lines,which are writren in the Book of .yonr con» 
ſciences, and where you findea tranſcript, read 
and read again, confider and lay to hearc, ger to 
| your knees, confeſs and labonr to drop, at leaſt 

ſomereares into the Bottle, which if chis lictle 
Book might help gather from your eyes, and you 
could be perſwaded to pour forth ſuch waters be- 
fore the Lord, they mighc help co quench che vis 
olence gf the Fire of Gods anger, which we 
have reaſon to fear is ſtill burning againſt us. 
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1 Catalogue of London's (ins, which have prove- 

ked the Lord [to ſpeak, nith fo terrible a viice. in 

"be CH ;- ; Rent ns YE I 

OW LEA £4 Rebellyon-n [6414 rep tebef; 

Wy Hf” 7. He firft ſin of London is, ſlightipo of the 
.  & Goſpel. The Goſpel if 4 noland 'math'2- 

bove this hundred years ſhined forth our of the 

| clouds of Popery and Antichtiftianiſme, which 
| before did qver-ſpread the Land ; and in nv place 
| of England hath che Goſpel been preached with 
| greater power and puricy than in London ; and 
| what entertainment hath ic found ? hach ir been 
6. | valued according to its worth and excellency ? 
4. hath ic been received as if it had come down 
| | __ » fromthe God of Heaven, expreſſing his love and 
oo0d-Will rowvards the children of Mea, as if it 
bad broughr ſich good newes and tidings, as ſal- 
vation by Jeſus Ch FOE ? 


ri? 
-* Read the elogium which: the” Apoſtle Peter 
S . oives of the ſalvation made known by the Goſpel, 
| 1 Pet. 1, IO, I, T2. Of which ſalvation the Pri 
| phets have enquired, and ſearched diligently, who 
\ ' propheſied of the grace that ſhould come nts you : 
"2 ſearching what, tf nhat manner of time the ſpirit of 
| | Chriſt nhich was in them did ſignify when tit teſtified 
it before-hand the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glory that 
| Jbould follew : unto whom it mas revealed, that nut 
C | | unto themſelves, but unto us they did miniſter the 
| | things, which are now reported unto you, by them that 
have preached the Gſpel unta you, with the holy Ghlift> 
fent down from Heaven, which things the ahh" 
T \ es > 
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2" ';n the City. © 
fre to look into. The Prophets of old did enquire 
and ſearch, but did not ſo clearly underſtand the 
Goſpel, as now.it is revealed, our Saviour tells 
his Diſciples, Luke 10. 24. That many Prophets 
and Kings had deſired to fee the things which they ſaw 
and had"not ſeen them, and to hear} the things, which 
they did hear, and had not heard them ;, for indeed 
this myſtery was hid from ages and generations which 
Ged then made manifeſt untothe Saints, Col.1.,26. 
Ani the Apoſtle Pal rells us, that though the mi- 
niftration. of the Law were glorious, inſo much 
that it made the*face of Ayes to ſhine, unto 
whom the Law was revealed upon the Mount, 
yet that Ir had no elory, in compariſon with the 
miniſtration of the. Goſpel, whoſe glory did fo 
far excell, 2 Cor, 3. 7,19. the myſteries of Gods 
wiſdome and love revealed in che Goſpel, being 
ſo glorious, ſurely are worthy of accepration and 
efteeth, el pectally when che Angels who are nor 
ſo mich concerned, defire ro look 'into theſe 
things, unto whom ir is ſaid, Eph. 3. 10.*1s made 
known by the Church the manifold wiſedome of God, 
And yer theſe great things, which bis Feen re- 
ported by them, who have preached the Goſpel, 
with the Holy Ghoſt ſent” down from Heaven, 
have been undervalued in Lozdoz. The Goſpel 


hath been ſlighted in London, and though ſome 


have been more notoriouſly guilty, yer,who'can 
alrogether excuſe themſelves from this fin? Now 
thar the convition may be. more full, I (ha{l 
charge the fin more particularly, G 


\, Ts The ignorant perſons 1h London have beech | 
. Fey of this ſin, che. lighe of the Goſpel hath * 


in'd about themybuc cheyhave mufled up them- 
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ſelves in darkneſs, and ſuffered Sathan to keep 

_ them Hood-wink'd, leaſt che light of the glorious 
Goſpel ſhould enter, [and lead. chem” our. of his 
ſnare; chiovſands in the City haye been. affe&#ed/y ] 
Ignorant : though they have had means of know- > 
ledoe, ſo near, and fo eaſy ro come by, mulci- 
eudes have periſhed our of London, and multi- 
cudes Cill remain in their ignorance, O the neg- 

g leR that there hath been of learning Carechiſmg? 
and how few have endeavaur'd to acquaint theme 
ſelves with the Principles of che Chriſtian Reli- 
gion,that they mighr-have the more full and clear 

- underſtanding of the Goſpel ? | 

2, The vicious and profane have been guilty of | 
ſlighcing the Goſpel, how many ſuch perſons | 
have there crouded, and are Riill crouding out of N 


London into Hell, when' che light of che Goſpel 
ſhined upon them,which would have guided chem 
in the way to Heaven : becauſe this light hath 
been too troubleſome in its diſcovery, and re- 
proof. of their dear and ſweet fins; they have ha- 
ted ir, and endeavoured to fly as far as they 
could from it, or to ſhut their eyes as hard as 
they could againſt ir. : 
3. The civil perſons alſo have been guiley, 
there have been many ſober Citizens, and Ma- | 
trons, civil youths, and virgins, who have been _ | 
free from the groſs pollutions, which are in the _ 
World. through luſt, who have been diligencin 
their calling, juſt in their dealings, conrteous, P 
and ſweet natur'd in their demeanonr, and yer 
wichout the leaſt degree of rhe power of godli- 
meſs, without which it is impoſlible chey ſhould 


be ſaved, alas ] none of theſe have given any 
warme 


2IIV ae: the City O\ it! 
warme welcome. unto the Goſpel in their hearts, 
which hath been-ſo Jong preached in theCity : che 
kindneſs of afriend hath been.efteemed by them, 
bur the kindneſs of God bath nor been regarded: 
if a Meſſenger had come and cold theni how 
chey might. ſave their eſtates, when in danger of 
loſs, of how to ſave their relations when in. dan» 
ger.of death; O how welcome would ſuch a meſ- 
ſenger andeidings have beenzbuc when Miniſters 
have preached the Goſpel unto them, which tc/ls 


Oh 


them how they ſhould ſave their ſouls, in danger + 


- of death and hell, ſuch cidings have had norelifh 


with them, as if they had no ſouls, or were in 
no danger :. the light hath ſhined before. them, 
bur there hatch, been a cloud in their eye, they 
could not diſcern 1t ; or they have look'd upon ic 
afar off, theyhave not drawn neer, and-broughr 
ir home, and ſet it up in. their boſomes, "chac 
they. might order chemſelves; and whole conyer- 
ſarions, according to its guidance and direQicn. 

. 4+ The Hypecrites have been euilty of this (in, 
theſe have:drawn neerer to this light, chan any 
of the former; ſo neer, that they have ſeem'd to 
be cloathed with its bezmes, they. have lighted 
their Lamps hereby, and have ſhined forch in a 


- glorious blaze of an outward profeſſion, yetthere 
-bath beemeven in theſe aninward ſecret diſreliſh 
-of the Goſpel, eſpecially of- ſome things in ir; 
«there-have been ſome ſecret rogms1n their. hearts 
Into: which:they would natſuffer the light. to en- 


rer,leaſtic (ſhould diſcover.choſe beloved Da/il/ab'; 
which there'they-have nouriſhed and brought up, 


they have-been-rotren at thi Core, andhave had 


fome unmortified luſt wichſo, which the Werld 
hath 
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hath not taken notice of 3 ſo/thar' if the Goſpel 


wholly in age re anna any ſhew of lighr, 
did withdraw themſelves from che former , and 


| 


ſoughe 
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ſought afcet the lacex in dark.corners,where afone. 
ſuch rotten wood could ſeem toſhine , and ſuch 


candles could give forth any light, and choo! 
night racher chan day z they followed cheſs Falſe 
wandring, fires». though ctey wete led by; DET 
into many a/Precdpices. , !, te, war [oe 

. Iris ſad-co remember, and.ſerioully co canhg 
what errours, and, ſtrong ,delufions have. abgune 
ded and prevailed .in. our (oſpel-daies.. _Hos 


many falſe teachers havethere been among us,. 


which bave-crept in at unawares ?, how many Je- 
ſuics and Prieſts ſent from Kore and other places, 


torend and tear qur Proteſtant, Church to pieces, 


that chey might make way for the introdngt! 
of Popery, . at” leaſt to caſt a,diſgrace ypon 


, 


reſtantiſm , and delude many «f #4 with che opi=; 


E 
my 
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nions they have broached, and to confirm their own: 


in their deluſions ;. thus many cunning & learned 


Jeſuics have. diſguiſed themſelves in the babic 
of Taylors,Shoo-makers,and of other mechanical 


Tradeſmen, that they might ſeem ro the pevg 
to: have been caught thoſe things by the Spixic, 
which have been the produQ:- of much. fiudy; 
thus theſe curſed villains,of old ordained to con- 
demnation , have privily broughc_in damnable 
herefies , ſome calling themſelves Quakers , o- 
thers Ranters, others Seekers, others Atitino- 
mians ,' others Browniſts , others Anabaprilts ; 
putting themſelves into any ſhapes, that they 
mighr. miſ-lead, and the berrer lye in wair co 
deceive poor ſouls ; ſome denying the Lord that 
bought them, ſetting up the fancy of a Chriſt 
within them for their Saviour ; others defiying 
the foundation, undermining the Divine Au- 

| | ; thoriry 
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choriry of the Scripeures ; others labourins to 
overthrow che OeRtine of "JuRtification , and 
S ac moft' 'fatidamentzl Docrines in the 
Hiriftran 'faich';' 4nd all of rheti-Endeavourine 
co findermine che thinifiry of Chrilts: infticurion, 
and.ſending ,calling chem Anti-Chriſtian',' Baals 
Prieſts, F Falſe Prophets, doing what they could to 
Ge emand't it tiniſtry 6ur of eftetin; thar 
1, might rhe more effeRually prevaile with 
pe peopl: & ro receive: their falſe 'doAtines, and 

ON hem hereby apainſt an undeceivement;and 
ſmetthing dei oiſon with good words and Fair 
ſpeeches, hey" p67 deceived 'rhe hearts of rhe 
myte, ſothatm ES did follow rheir pernicious 
Egg "by reaſon fo wbom the way of.cruch harch 
been evil Tpcken of ; and what ever good words 
they bag, thefwere bur feigned words ,whereby 
they omade merchandize of ſouls, Whoſe judgment 
Wh lang time” ' IP not , ard. whoſe damnation 


fqubye reth nat. 2 Pet 2, 1,2, 3. 


The ſe the ApoBtle calls ſpots and bleaithes; 


wi themſelves with their own deceivings, 


ls withour Water,Clouds carried abour with 
2 Tempeſt, Raging waves of the Sea,foaming out 
their own ſhame; "Wandrino ſtars,unto whom i is 
reſefved blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. 2 Pet, 2. 
1 3317s J#d+ 17. | 
And yet many of theſe were heatkngg unto, 
and adheared unto by roo many in Lindon,cather 
chan the crue Goſpel, Miniftets, commiſſioned 
by the Lord Jeſus Chrift himſelf, and ordat- 
ned according to the Preſcription of 'his Word, 
Then many ' Lay-men,ſome gifred, (who would 


ti have oiven a betrer account of their gifcs at rhe 


great 


he 


i in Yhe Cry.” 
oreat day had they kept their ſtation ) and ſome 
without gifts, but with a great 'meaſure of Igno- 
rance and confidence,did ſep up ſometimes into 
Pulpits,often took upon themro preach n private, 
invading the. office, and intruding into the work 
of Chrifts Embaſſadours, which he hath appoin- 
red 2 peculiar office for, and which he hath ſer a 
hedge about mere than any other office we read 
of 1n $cripture ; but rhey ventured to break 
. over the hedge, I am confident to the affroncing 
and diſpleaſing of the great King, whoſe repre- 
fentarives in the world his Embafſadours are : and 
not only filly women were led captive by the de- 
ceivers which crept in when ſo many took li - 
berty to preach , but alſo men who profeſſed 
themſelves co be wiſe, andtohave attained to 2 
degree of light above rhe vulgar ; yer forfakibg 
the Miniftery and Ordinances of Jefus Chrift, 
appointed ro continue unto the'end of rhe world, 
for the inſtruRing, perfeRing, and eſtabliſhmenc 
of Saints in knowledge and faith , they becanie 
fools and children, teſſed to and fro with every mini 
of doftrine,by the ſlight of them which led them aſide, 
Eph.4.11,12,131 4. Silla Head ont, 
Now-all theſe. perſons have been lighters of 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chrift., rhe Ignorant, the 
Profane, the Hypocrite, and the Erroneous 3'and 
If you place them all in one company , how few 
will there remain in Zondon, that have ſincerely 
and heartily imbraced the truth as its in Jeſus , 
and upon whom the Goſpel hath made a power- 
ful and ſaving impreſſion ? And even amongſt 
thoſe that have been affeed and converted by g 
ce revening of che Goſpel , and had ir-greatly 


in 
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in eſteem at firft hearing and believing ; how 
was their eſteem of the Goſpel fallen,” and their 
affection" cooled > did not Goſpel-ordinan= 
ces begin.to looſe their worth and excellen- 
cy, and grow tedious and weatiſome unto 


them? O how generally uncthankful was Zone 
din: for the Goſpel priviledges and liberties ! 


yea.,. many began tobe very nice and wanton, - 


& che Goſpel was not reliſhed,unleſs it wereſer- 
ved up with ſuch nearneſles 8 dreflings,in which 
ſome Miniſters poſſibly did roo mnch endeavour 
co pleaſe themſelves. and the people , and then 
the, ſauce was more : reliſhed chan the food it 
ſelfe; and che apperice of many was ſo ſpoiled, 
that. plain wholſome - ſoul- ſaving. truths would 
nor. down with them. .. Londoners began to be 
Slutred wich.che Goſpel', and like the-1/raelites 
inche Wilderneſs,their ſouls, began to loathe the 
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Mannah which came . down from Heayen; 'a 
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And thoſe chat continued Redfaſt in the truth , 
did-not. duly prize the Goſpel ,- none of them 
according to its dignity and worth, No wonder 
then if God grows- angry at ſuch contempts and 
affronts as were hereby offered unto him, and 
eaſeth chem ſo much of cheir barden , and _ 

| raWs 


- 


niethe Cllyenc. 


draws the food To much,which they grew ſo weary 
of :\\\No- wonder that he ſuffers{o many of their 
ceachers tobe thruſt into cotners, and ſo much 
wichdraws che beams of that light which w& fo 
much abuſed, arid when they are not ſenſible of 
his diſpleaſure 11 this, no wonder if. he ſends the 
Plague and Fire,to awaken them unto a ſenſi- 
bility. | So EL 

When the King ſenc forth his ſervants to call 
the gueſts to the Wedding-feaſt, and chey make 


- lighc of ic and excuſe themſelves , and go away, 


one to his Farm , another to his Merchandize, 
and the remnant rook: his ſervancs and entrea- 
ced them: ſpightfully and ſlew them :, The King 
was wroth , and ſent forth his Armiesto deſtroy 
thoſe murderers, and burn their City. *datth.22. 
fromv.1.' rov, 8, God hath ſenc forth his fer- 
vants to call Londoners to this Feaft 5 how many 
invitations have they had to come unto Chriſt, co 
accept of him, to ſave them,and feed upon him, 
from whom alone they can ger any Spiritual 
nouriſhment.z but how many in Z1doz have had 
cheir excuſes, they have been following their 
Merchandize and other buſineſs, and could nor 
come ; and wharenrerfainment his ſervancs hath 
had;ths Lord knows:I do nor ſay that London hath 
entertained them deſpightfully, and ſlain them x 
bur have not cheir meſſage been lighted by Zone 
don? and is it a wonder then if che King thar 
ſent them be-wroth, and ſend a Fire to burn 
down the City Þ No greater” favour conld* be 
ſhewed , no-greater priviledge could be enjoyed, 
than to have the-Goſpel powerfully preached, 
and ordinances purely NS bur bach 
: ir 
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it been 2enerally ſo accounted in London? hath 
not Merchandize, and -thriving in. the world 
(which yer they have not chrived in)-been pre- 
ferred before this by: many thouſands in the City? 
when God hath been ar ſuch an expence to work 


out a way for mans falvation ;- when he hatch 


difcoyered ſuch. wonders of aſtoniſhing Love jy 
ſending his only begotten Son ouc of Heavento 
cloach himſelf in our fleſh, char therein he mighc 
purchaſe life and ſalvation f6rus who were: ſunk 
ſo low from our Primitive ſtate by fin, and were 
expoſed to death and wrath, & unavoidable end- 
leſs miſery in Hell ; and hath-ſent his Embaſla- 
deurs of peace to bring unto us the glad cidings 
hereof, and. in his name to make known the 
chivg,the Authour,: the tearms, the wayz and to 


;nteeat-ius chat we Would accept of life and recone 


ciliation tro God: , who without-any injury to 


himſelf could ruin. us everlaſtipgly , and ger. 


himſelf a name chereby;and yer when the Goſpel 


is preached thar we ſhould undervalſue and lighr” 


beth meſſenger & meſſage; ſurely this hath been 
an aff;ontto the Lord, who hath ſenc his Emba(- 
ſadours on this errand, and dorh carry with it ſuch 
ineraticude as cannotbe paralleld, - ; 


No doubt but this fin of flightingthe Goſpel is 


a prime: ſin, which hath provoked God againſ- 


Lendon, to come forth in ſuch fury'; and if Lox- 
don do not repent the ſooner ,--and labour to re- 
cover its reliſh-and eſteem for the-Goſpel , and 
make more evident demonkrations-of it, I fear 
the- Lord will' quite. remove- the- Goſpel from 


them ,:and then nothing is like: to follow bu | 
deſolation' and wh ; God dorh -nor remove his - 
x Hh |" yory 
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ven. both morning and evening did fall upon 


gloty.at once bur-by: eps ; firſt the glory of the 
Lord departs fromthe Inner-court, ro che Thres 
ſtiotd-of 'the houſe ,, EzzksT0:3, 4. from the 
Threſhold of the houſe to the Door of the Eaft- 
care, v,18,19. then ic goes from the midft of 
che City , and. Rtandeth upon the Mountain, 
Chap.11.23. The Goſpel is che glory of Londen, 
and-..hath rhe glory of the Lord made none of 
cheſe removes ?'is it not come forth of the Inner 
court ? hath-ir'not lefc che Threſhold ? is not a 
deparcing of it 'quite from rthe:-City threatned'? 
will any chins recover it , if we' do nor recover 
our appetite, and prize,and cry after ir. oY 
| 'Tf-che Goſpel go, God wilt go, the Goſpel 
being'the fign and means of his ſpecial preſence, 
and ws le unto #4 hen Gd fhall depart from ns. 
Hoſ.9.12. And if God depart with rhe Goſpel, 
farewel peace and proſperity in England, nothing 
I dare. be confident” but temporal 'miſery and 
ruine will be the conſequentzif the Ecclipſe bring - 
ſuch miſery, what will the quite darkning of the 


—_ _— i 


"2% The ſecond:fin; of London 14 Unfruitfulneſs 
in ſach a fertile ſoile. This fin harh been an atren» 
danr upon, and a conſequent of the former. - + 
_ London was nor only a Ge/ren , but an Eden z 
God choſe out London tobe his Garden ; be bath 
hedged it, planted, watered, prun'd ard manur'd 
13-00 place in the world hath! had more plenty 


- 


_ of the means of erace; God hath: given the for- 


mer and che latter rain, and (weer dews of Hea-» 
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chis place, in 'rhe morning ſeed was ſown, and 
in- che evening/the, hand was:not: wich-drawnz 
plentiſull and powerfull hath preaching .beetin 


| London, 1n ſeaton and our of ſeaſon, on the Sab» 


bach day, and on the week day; bur hath Lon- 
don anſwered. all Gods care-and coſt ? hath not 
God come for many years togerther,ſeeking fruir, 
and found nothing bur the leayes..of profeſſion ? 
hath he net ofren threatned to cut down che un- 
fruicfull Trees; and nor ſuffer-them co cumber 
his ground any longer ? and-yhen through cheis- 
cerceſlion of the: Vine-oreſler , he hath ſpared 
them this year and ano:her year, hath nor: the 
ſame unfruicfulneſs ill remained 2 what could 
the Lord have done more co his Vine=yatd:than' 
be hath done 2 wherefore then when he looked: 


- for Grapes, brought ix forch only leaves, or witde 


Grapes ? VO 3 «12S 
And is it thento be wondred at, if the Lord 
pluck down: the hedge rhe:eof, that it might. be 
earen up by the: wilde Boar. and Beaſt of the 
field, if he break down the wall thereof, and 
make it walte and deſolate > Is it co be wondred 
at, if he with-hold che Clouds thar rhey rain not 
on it, and ſuffer'briars and-chorns to ſpring up in 
ic,where the Plants did grow 2. The Vine when it 
is unfruicful, 18 che moſt unuſeful of all Trees; 4c 
1s fit for noching bur the fire, avd the Lord hath 
threacned to gather che unfruicfull branches, 
and to cait chem into the fire and burn them ; 
and the Earch which drinkerh in the rain chat.oft- 
en fallerh uponic, and inflead: of herbs meet:for 
the -nſe of tim by whom it. is dreſled,- bringeth 
fort nothing bur bryars and thorns, God re got 
+ Ci 


: 110 WheCityho FF. 
eth-and_curſerh , and-in- the :end-burnerh- 
© che unfruirfulneſs of - London ! O the briars 
and thorns which have flouriſhed iv this ground; 
whereby che ſeed: of the Word hach been choak- 
ed! O the hemlock, the thifile, and: the worm- 
wood, that have ſprung up in the furrowes of the 
field! O the tares that have-abounded' and overs 
cropped the wheat, and how btle g00d Corn-hath 
there been brought forth! O rhe wilde Olive 
Trees which have'grown up in Gods Garden;-and 
wilde Figges and wilde Grapes, which the Figg- 
Trees and Vines of God have yielded unco him? 
O rhe leanneſs of his ſheep'in ſuch far paſture !_ 


_ © che. batrrenneſs !. the barrenneſs ! of London 


under ſuch plentifull ſhowers of the Word/ in- 
Read of the fruits of righteouſneſs, whichare co 
the praiſe and.glory of God, / there have been the 
fruirs.of unrighreouſneſs and wickedneſs, which 
re to Gods diſhonour 3; infiead-of the fruits-of 


the ſpiric, which are love, joy, peace, gentleneſs; Gal.g.19-2 
meekneſs » CeMPEFAance , Soodnels; fatch 8 rhere 


have beencheworks of the fleſh, fornication, un« 
cleanneſs, lafciviouſneſs, hatred, variance,'emu- 
lations, wrachs;trifes, ſedicions, hereſies; :enwy- 
ings, murders, drunkenneſs; revellings, and ſuch 
like; of which-:the Apoſile tells us, that: they 
which do ſuch things, ſhall not inheric the King- 
dome of God,-  - TRY 
- And thofe-who have rior abounded in the groſ- 
ſer works of the fleſh; very few of them have 
been very fruicfyil in good works. London hath 
had the means of grace, and- yet meſt of them 
without grace, few of them have much grace ; 
£0408 hath 'had powerfull Ordinances, bur 
| H 3 what 


—_ 


as © GodaTormildalVoice 
but what powerfuleffe& have they producedawhaer 
_ have theyco ſhewof all cheir Prayers, and Ser- 
rhans,/and Sacraments? have rheyarcained unco 
«rear meaſure of mortification 2 is grace grown 
| upro'8 great heighth ?. what evidences, what ex» 
WIN periences/ have the beſt gor, . which: chey might 
\818 havegac, hed chey been more diligent? - ;\.- 
if Give me. leave. ficcle more Parcicularly ro 
[i :nfi@ce the unfruicſulneſs of Loxdon its regard 
| of rapenranee; Faith, Jove- and=nemiobedience, 
the ftruitwhich-Godfo much ckaabine, and ſo . 
#þ muchdelwhterin/; fl PG: 
it ' +20) /Where have:ibeen che froits of Repentanie | 
ft in-Loudz'? Callsehete have beewto'repenrance | 
frequenc, fervent? reaſon' for repenrance, fins 
| | —_P baindus=nced of repenrance that 
{Wit csrempotall, 'cretnall, mighr be divers 
{ =D — -bappineſs mtght: - obtained? ( 
! J_— Otrhe impenitency and hard-hearredneſs 
< © |. ofi:Eondon! ferchlecding hearts under the ſharp 
| | '* fend of the Word: dire cenderneſs. undercrhe 
T1 amfi, melkcing diſcontfes; few 'cooverts and peni- 
2178 rexwperſoss did. the maſt powerfabpreaching/(e- 
ſpecially before.the Goſpels eclipf ble). bring forth 
in:Zido:; convetting work was #r.a'grear ſtand, 
though there were {0 many unconvetrted perſons 
1 inthe Cicy - and; by the impenicency and hard- 
[S hr of heartin London, Gods treaſures of wrath 
' Will have been. fitled 'up; which in ſome: meaſure-he 
Bil hach opened in theſe late judgmencs;that he hath 
#8 infli ted, and yer the great day of his wrath is ſtil 
| $/1[ co come, Rom. 2. 45. 
fi | ' 23'Where have 'been the os of Faithi in 
{ {it Labdexd how hach unbelief abounded, che greay- 
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Goſpel fin, more dangerous than-any obher; and 
more hainous 1n-Londex. thanin any other place? 
O- the thick vail of. unbelief which! hath tnd Go- 


ſpel myſteries, and chings afar-off from the. eyes 


of this people 1 O the evil; heart of unbehef 
which hath (hut; che door againſt che Lord Jeſus 


| Chriſt, who hath knocked (&lone for entertain- 


ment ! O che ſortiſhneſs of Lovdon, to believe 
no more, when truths have. been.made ſo plain 
and clear; when promiſes have beenmade known 
ſogreat and ſure; when Chrift hath been preach- 
ed andtendered: and when Heaven hath been re- 
veal'd and proffered; and when all have' ſucti 
need, for the moſt to ſhut the eye, and car, and 
hearc, and chrough unbelief to refuſe.! ro pive 
God the 1ye, -and turn upon him the back; ts 
oive Chriſt a wound, and tread his blood under= 
foot; to give the ſpiyzr a repulſe,' and ſend him a- 
way griev'd from the hearr, as men do by their 
unbelief; rhis fin doth provoke the Lord to great 
diſpleaſure. FEE | 
3. Where have been the fruits of /ove in 
London? O the want of: love to'God; and one to 
another ! the grace of love is neceſlary andſweer 
and hath been muchprefled, bur little exerciſed. 
in £ndon ; there hath been much [love of the 
World, but little love of the Facher ; hatred of 
the brethren hach abounded, but there was little 


-brotherly love ; burnivg anger there hath been, 


licieburnivg love;burning luſts; licte burning loves 
inordinate carnal love, little rrue ſpiritual love; 
carnal love hath exceeded the bounds, bur ſpiritu-- 

Llovehath been in a very low degree: and when- 
ad&.in Linda bath waxed cold, is ic a wonder if* - 
Gods 


728, Gods: Ferrible Volce 
Gods anger hath waxed ſo hor, ' and broken forth 
into ſuch flames, as we have ſeen? 0 

. Where have been the fruits of zew obedience 
in Loxdon? and expreſſion of love to Jeſus Chriſt 
by keeping of this 'commandments, though his 
commandments are not grievous > mh 


- >3. 4 third ju of London,js hypocriſy in the pro= 
feſſion of religion, This fin exceedingly prevailed 
1n the late rimes, when profeſſion of  religton was 
grown into faſhion : religion was neer in the 
mouths of moſt; bur far from the reins: there 
was a general face of religion, but it was no more 
than $kin-deep;]Ir was ſeared in the countenance, 
not rooted in the hearr : how many paintedſe- 
pulchres had, we in London, outwardly fair and 
beauriful, inwardly full of rotrenneſs and wick- 
edneſs? how much ſounding braſs had we then 
in onr ſtreets? a great noiſe and ſtir hypocrices 
did'make, but they were hollow at heart; our gold 
was molt of it counterfeit ; water we had inftead 
of wine, and droſs inſtead of filver. 

O how was religion-abuſed 1! ſome made it 2 


, 
* 


Rirrop to get up by inco the ſear of' honor; orhers 


made ir a cloak to cover their coverous practiſes; 


many.-baſe and wicked deſignes were carried on 


under pretence of religion. ' | 
Ic would ask too much time to ſet forch hypo- 


ctitesin all cheir ſhapes, and ro paint hypocriſy-- 
inall irs colours. Loxdon hath formerly abound» 


ed with hypocrites, and more lately it hath noe 
been free, IFf-Hell-fire be the portioneſpecial- 
ly of. hypocrires hereafter, Marth. #4. 51. No 


wonder rhen if God be angry with a place " h 
he 


chis4fin here, 


m the (ity... - 
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4. The fourth ſin of London, is Formality and 
Itkewarmneſs in the Worſhip of God, There was 
much formality when there was no Form and 
I ſuppoſe that Forms have not quickned unto 
more livelinels 3 there was a face of Worſhip 1n- 
deed in London 5 and was there not only, or little 
more than a Face in moſt places? God is Holy 
and Jealous, a great King, and bis Nume is dread- 
ful, Mal. 1. 14, God us a Spirit, and they that wor- 
ſhip him, muſt worſhip hing in ſpirit and win truth, 
Joh. 4. 24. But hath his Worſhip been accord- 
ingly m London £ hath there been that fpiritual 
Worſhip which he requires? - Let London ſeri- 
ouſly reflect upon ther carriage towards God 
in their Deyotions 3 have they had a due awe 
and dread of the great Name of God upon them, 
when they have ſeemed to draw neer unto him ? 
have they worſhipped him with reverence aud 
godly fear? outward reverence ſome have uicd, 
more than he hath required, in:bowing at Names 
and before Places 3 but have they had inward 
reverence and tear of God upon their hearts? 
have they cloathed themſelves with Humility, 
whet they have come into his preſence ? hatin 
there been inward tervour and delight accoin- 
panying their outward acts of Worſhip ? 

Alas ! how formal hath London been, clrecilly 
ot late in Gods Worſhip ? they have prayed, but 
what kinde of Prayers have they been? could 
they deſerve the name of Prayers ? were thoie 
prayers likely. to prevent Judgement , or turn 
away. wrath ? ſome Confeflions of fth have ben 
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made,. but ſo generall and forma!l , - that. they 
have been very unhkely to work up the heart 
to ſorrow and repentance: and where ſome 
have been more particular, hath not much for- 
mality cleaved to them ? where hath hearty grief 
for ſin, and ſorrow been to be found ? would 
not a ſmall Viol hold all the tears that have dropt 
from the eyes of great Aſſemblies, even in the _ 
day of their moſt folemn Humuliations ? hath 
not” ſin been rolled under the tongue, when 
Confeflion of fin hath been at the end of it ? 
- Have not the Confefltens of many been ſuch as 
if they came to ask leave to commit {tn, rather 
= humbly to bewail 1t ? at leaſt have they not 
taken leave, whatever their Confeflions have 
been? Petitions have been made for pardon, and 
grace, and ſanciification, but hath it not bzen Lip- 
praycr, without hearty defire ? hath it uot been 
in ſuch a manner, as if they did not. much care 
whether they did ſpeed or no? as if they could 
make ſhift'well enough without a Pardon? as 
it they had no need of Grace and Holmes; but 
chey multi ſay ſomething for Form and Cuſtom ? 
hath there not bzen an enmity in the hearts of 
many againlt that which they have ſeemed to 
defire with their lips? Who have ſtirr'd up them- 
{elves to lay hold on God? ho have wreltled 
mn Prayer with fervent defires, with Faith, and 
Importunity * Hearing, there hath been in Lon- 
dm; bat how little Believing ? how little re- 
liſhing the Word, and receiving it with Love ? 
Singing there hath been, but how little Joy and 
Melody oi the heart in the Lord ? 


O 


—__ 


un the City. 
' © how formal and lihewarm hath London 


. * been? how much of. the Laodicean temper have 
they had in all Ordinances? Arid might not God 


ſay to London, as he did of old to Feruſalem, 11a. 


I. II, 12, 13, I4. To what purpoſe i4 the multitude 
' of your ſacrifices unto me? &c, Such ſervices are 
_ tono purpoſe 3 they are vain Worſhip, and do 
not attain the end thereof, either. to protit him 
that offereth them, or to pleaſe him unto whom 
they are tendered ; can ſuch tormal ſervices be 
effeual to procure pardon or peace ? can they 
bear up the fpirit in a: day of trouble ? will not 
the Morning cloud and early dew of ſuch Righ- 


teouſneſs flee away and vaniſh upon the ap- | 


proach of the Sun ? will not ſuch Spiders webs 
be broken to pieces by a ftormy winde? how do 
Formaliſts behave themſelves as if they had no 
Religion when they fall into trouble ? when God 
thunders by his Judgements, what can a cold, 
formal, empty' prayer do? when Death appears 
before them with a &rim countenance , what 
comfort can ſuch reap by refle&tion on ſuch ſer- 
vices? what Evidences for Heaven can they 
gather from any of their outtide Devotions? ' 
And are not they to as little purpoſe in regard 
of God? may not God ſay unto them of their 
Faſtings and Prayers, Did you faſt unto me ? did 
you pray at all unto me? Zach. 7.5. Or as herc 
to the Ferws, That he was fwll of their Services, 
even to a loathing; that he took no delight in 
them; and who hath requingd theſe things at your 
hands to tread my ({\ourts? Bring no more vain 
Oblations, Incenſe is an abomination unto me, 1 
cannot away with your Aſſemblies, my foul hateth 
2 — - 
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them, they are a trouble to'me, 1 am weary to bear 
them. The Lord 15 much offended with formal, 
hypocritical Servicesz hereby they flatter and 
aock him, and is he taken with flatteries? Such 
ſexvices are like a dead; cold, black, mangled, 


rotten , ſtinking Carkaſe without the Soul aud 
ſpirit, which muſt needs be very unſavoury and 


 diſplealing 3 rhey are like the Jame, blinde, halt, 


ſick Cattel, which were not fit to be offered up 


| In Sacrifice under the Law, al. 1. 8. If ye of- 


fer the blinde for Sacrifice, is it not evil? and if 
ye offer the lame and ſick, is it not evil £ Offer. 
i now unto thy Governour , will h: be pleaſed 
with thee? And .will God then be pleaſcd ? 
Such perſons when they ſcem to ſerve God with 
their Outward man, they ſerve the Devil and 
their own luſts with their Inward man; God 
hath the Form ſometimes, the Devil hath the 
Power; God hath the ſhow, the Devil hath the 
ſubſtance 3. God hath the bark, the rinde, the 
ſhell, the Devil hath the kernel; God hath the 
Cabinct, the Devil gets the Jewel; they give 
God the Devils leavings and refuſe as it were 
of their own luſt; for they ſpend the firength 
and- vigour of ſoul and body: in ſerving the 
Dev1l, and gratifying their own lultsz and then 
think to put God off with any thing giveing 
him only ſome dead, cold, faint, cmpty , 
heartlc(s, lifeleſs, outward ſervices 3 and even in 
them they are ſweyed by ſome carnal Motives, 
which are the ſecret ſpring to the wheel of all 
external ſervices. And O how abominable is_ 
all fach Worſhip in the fight of God ? Hath nat 
Formality in Worſhip, been one fin of Londor, 
which 


. inthe Cuy. 
which hath -helpt to fill up the Ephah ? when 
the means God: hath appointed for the turning 
away of his anger 15 uſed in ſuch a-manner that 


it ſelf becomes a provocation, no wonder if his 
wrath break forth without remedy. 


— — _d 


$5. A . fifth ſin of London zs Diviſion amongſt 
Profeſſors; different perſwaſions have made wide 
breaches and diviſions in London, and through 
Divitions have ariſen great animolities and con= 
tentions, unto the ſhame of- Chriſtianity and the 
Proteſtant Religion 3. and hath not God been pro- 
voked to anger hereby ? hath nat he contended, 
with Profeſſours, and by the common ſcourge he 
hath brought upon them, called aloud unto them, 
for a union, and more hearty accord and atiection 
then formerly they have had ? and hath not he 
21ven them liberty. and opportuiuty, had they 
minded and cared to.make ule of it, tor mceting 
together in order unto healing ?: but have pro- 
t:flours of different parties been fenfible of Gods 
meaning m the ſcourge upon their backs? have 
they hearkened' unto Gods call ? have they 
laid hold of, ayd improved opportunitics for 
cloling up their wide breaches ? I hope ſome 
cloting in affection there hath been amongſt 
ſome 3 but how rarely hath it bezn to be found ? 
and when there are ſuch breaches {till: amongſt 
us, 15 it not juſt with God to make further breach 
£5 upon us, as he hath done by his judgements? 
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6. A ſixth ſin of London is neglett of Reformation. 
TT 11 Perſonal }' © | 

*Y - 32 Family - 

: Neglect of ; City Reformation. 


t 4 Church 
Heart. 


1 Neglect of Perſonal reformation mn 1 Life. 

1. Who in London have ſeriouſly and very di- 
ligently endeavourcd the Reformation of their 
hearts ? when fo unclean, and polluted, who 
have laboured to get them -waſhed ? when ſuch 
roots of bitterneſs have been ſpringing forth, and 
ſuch wezds of 'Luft have been growing there, 
who hath cndeavoured to pluck them up ? out- 
ward neatneſs there hath been in Loxdon,waſhing, 
and rincing, rabbing and fcowring 3but O the mn- 


- ward fluttiſhneſ?they who have had clean houſes, 


and clean garments, and clean faces and hands , 
have had foul hearts : who have taken care 
every day to rince and ſcowre their inſide? to 
bring their hearts to the fountain ſet open for 
{11 and unclcanne(s ; and to cleanſe themſelves 
from all hithinefs of fleſh and fpirit,. that they 
might arriveevery day unto greater perfection in 
holineſs ? they who have been careful to dreſs 
their bodies every day, have bzen very carele(s 


1n drefling their hearts, negle&ting to put on the 


white robes: of Chriſts righteouſneſs which alone 
can cover their ſpizitual nakedneſs and defor- 


| mity. ; and to get the jewels of grace, which 


atone can adorithe ſoul, and render it amiable 
in the fight of God, = | 
Heart 


in the City. 
Heart work, , is hard work ; and it is ſo hard 
that moſt bave let it alone 3 they have been dif- 


couraged with the difficulty; the oppoſition of 


Sathan and Luſt to this work hath been ſo lirong, 
that they have been quickly overpowered upon 
their firſt attempts and endeavours after a change 
and re&ifying of the diſorders, which they ' have 
perceived. 

Heart work, 1s ſecret work, many have- em- 
ployed themſclves in the more open work of 
religion 3 few have taken pains with their hearts 
in ſecret 3 many take. heed to their tongues, 
what they ſpeak, and before whom) to their 
hands, what they do; to their feet, whither they 
g0z but few take heed tg their hearts z Murder, 


Adultery, Theft, and the like ſins have been 


committed in the heart by many, who would 
have been afraid and aſhatned* of the outward 
" als; 

O the unwatchfulneſs there hath been m Lon- 
Aoi over the heart ! Citizens have watched 
their gatcs, and watched their ſtreets, and watch- 
cd their houſes ; but how few have watched 
their hearts, what cometh in, and what goeth 
forth ? how few have ſet a watch before the door 
of their bps, and cars, and other ſenſes, which are 
the inlets of fin 3 and upon their hearts, from 
whence are the iffues of fin ? how few have 


| kept their hearts with all diligence ? how few - 


have laboured to govern their thoughts, to rule 
their paſlions, to ſubjugate their wills to Chriſt, 
and to deliver up all their affeftions to his di- 
{pole and obedience ?: Heart reformation hath 


cen much neglected. 
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2. Whom Lo»ndon have endeavoured Life-Re- 


formation as they ſhould ?-how few have there 


ben cticctually perfwaded to put away the evil 
of their domgs trom before the eyes of the 
Lord. to ceaſe from evil, and have learned to 
do well > How few have broken off their ſins 
by Repentance, and throughly amended their 
Ways, meaſuring, out their ations, by the Rule 
of the word how 'few have got the Law 'of 
God written in. their hearts, and the tranſcript 
thereot 1n ther lives, exemplitying the precepts 
thereof in. their converſations 2. how few 1n 


| London have been like fo many Epiſtles of Chrilt, 


1m whom the. will and grace of their Maſter 
might be read ? who have troden m Chritts fieps, 
walking asbe walked, and tollowed/him- in the 
way of obedience and ſelf-denyal £ who have 
ſhined hke ſo many lights in dark places and 
times, adoraing the profeſſion, and living as 
becometh the Goſpel 3 ? 

Great irregularities there have been 1h the 
lives of moſt Londoners, little Gofpel-reforma- 
on 3} little making Religion the butinefs; little” 
holy exa& living. 1t a ftranger had looked mito 

our City, and obſerved the lives of the moſt, and 
not known them to have had the name of Chri- 
titans; would not he have judged them to be 
Heathens, yea many of them in their dealing to 
he worſe then Turks and Infidels> Thus Perſo- 
174] Retormation hath been neglected. 

2. A great neglet there hath been of famzly 
reformation i Tonic, How tew have with 
Falpaab reſolved, and accordingly endeavoured 
that they "and ther houſes ſhonld ſerve the 

. Low? 


pr 


in the City. 


Lord ? how few have ſet up Religious worſhip 


in their families ? havenot many hundred houſes 
m. the City been without tamily-prayer in them 
trom one end of the week to the other? and 15 
it ſtrange that the Lord hath burned down thoſe 
houſes, wherein the mhabitants would not vouch- 


| {afe to worſhip him ? And where there hath been 


ſome prayer in many famulics, it was but once 
a day, and that fo late at night, and when the 
body hath been fo tyred, and flecpy, and the ſoul 


{ſo dull, and unfit for Gods ſervice, that the pray- 


ers have been no -prayers, or loſt prayers, ſuch, 
which inſtead of pleafing him, have provoked 
him to anger ? how few did labour to inſtrudt 
their families z Catechize their children and fſer-: 
vants, to bring them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord ? hath nct-God threatned 
to pour out his wrath upon irrehg1ous farnulies ? 
Fer. 10.25, 

3. Negle& of City-reformation; have not the 
Magiſtrates of London been faulty here ? let them 
ask their own conſciences, whether to the utter- 
moſt of their power according to the truſt and 
opportunity the Lord hath put into their hands, 
they have endeavoured the' Reformation of the 
City ? whether as Gods under- officers , they 


have improved their intereſt for the promotion 


of Religion in the zealous exercile of it ? yea whe- 
ther they have put the Laws made, in execution 
againft Sabbath-breakers, Wbarers, drunkards, 
cndeayouring to find out and pumſh ſuch of- 
tenders? | 

4. Negle& of Church-reformation ; And is 
there no blame to be laid upon Church-officers « 

hat 


9 


* 
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hath there been that zeal for, a2d faithful execu- 
tion of Church-diſcipline according to the Rules 
of the word. ? hath not the Lord Jeſus Chritt 
b=an affronted m his Kingly ofhce by ſome, who 
have impoſed precepts of therr own upon mens 
conſciences, inſtead of vigorouſly cndeavourmg 
the execution of his 3 and taken the power of 
the Keyes out of the hands of thole unto whom 


_ the Lord hath entruſted it, hereby rendring the 


Execution of diſcipline 1npothible according to 
the- Laws of Chrift ?- have not the tender and 
molt conſcientious lain under the cenſures of 
{ome, rather then the openly protane and- fcan- 
dalouſly wicked ? | 

Neglect of Reformation am I ſpeaking of ? 
nay have not many,;who call themiclves Mini- 


ſters, endeavoured rather the overthrow, then 


the promotion of it ? have they not had girds 
in their Pulpits at holinefs and zealous proteſ- 
ſion 3 which-they have ſeconded by a conver- 
fation of ditſolutenels, malitious oppoſition 
and perſecution of. thoſe eſpecially who have 
been the moſt religious ? Sad neglects there 
have been of reformation in Londsn ; and that 
when Loudon lay under ſuch obligations to re- 
form :. as Chrittians they were obliged by bap- 
tifmal and renewed vows : as Proteſtants of 
the Reformed religion, they were obliged to 
endeavour a reformation : by Mercics they 
were obliged 3 a-Þhave they been under no 
other obligations ? And hath not the ne$Ject of 
reformation , notwithſtanding all obligations , | 
rendred them guilty of difingenuity, infideliy, 
yea of perjury it (ſelf ? I verily believe 
TS \ this 
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in the City. 


| this is the great ſin God 18 ſ(courging London 


for ; God is contending for a Reformation 
and if they do not endeavour it more vigorouſly 
the ſooner, I fear he will bring defolation upon 


| them. 


7. A ſeventh ſm of London, is fearful Aponſta- 


| cy, and a ſpirit of complyance with the ſins of the + 
| times, | How many in London who formerly 


were great profeflours , have diſcovered them- 


| ſelves to be rotten hypocrites ? who caſting off 
| the ſheeps clothing, and laying afide all pro- 
| felſion, have given themſclves up to diffo- 
| luteneſs, and licentious: living ? formerly they 
| have ſeemed true penitents, and to be waſhed 


from: their iniquitics 3 but they have returned 
with the dogg to the vomit, and with the Sow 
that 15 waſhed to the wallowing in the mire, 
2 Pet. 2. ult. formcrly they have been (wept a 
little within 3 and garniſht outwardly with 
a fair profeſſion 3 ibut the unclean ſpirit hath re- 
turned, and without any great difhculty hath 


centered with ſeven worſe ſpirits and defiled , 


them more then befoxe, and made their latt ,,,, ,.- 


ſtate worſe then their firſt, I ſpeak not ſo,z,,, 400, 


much of thoſe who worſhip God in this Mode 


Z + or that Mode, and of alterations hercin ; but 
yz of thoſe who ſometimes profeſſed religion, and 


now do not worſhip God in any mode. atall, 
but wholly addict themſelves to their luſts, 
and are afhamed to be called, or thought to 
be religious, 


They 


s 
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They would not now look like a Saint, or- | 


fpeak like a Saint, much leſs live ike a Saint. 
Thus have many m our dayes calt off all tear of 
God, and devoted themſelves, with the Hell- 
hounds of the times to the fervice of the Devil 3 
refolving to do. what in them lies to promote 
the intereſt of his Ringdom. And if ſome are 


a little. more aukward im his. ſervice, and not al- | 
- together {ſo like him, and ſuch apt Scholars pre- | 


{ently, as others whoſe education hath been in 
his School from their childhood, yet they learn 
very faſt, and woudertull 15 their proficiency 1n 
a ſhort timez and m regard of Apoliacy they 
come neerer the Image: of the Devil, than thoſe 
that have been alwayes tutor'd by him, 

Now for any in Lndon to forfake -God, that 
they ' might ſerve the Devil 3 to. draw off from 
che wayes of Holineſs, that they might walk 
in the wayes 'of Wickedneſs 3 doth calt aigreat 
flurr upon God and his wayes. They do in ct- 
te&t ſay, That the Devil is a better Maſter than 
. God; and that the. way of- fin that leadeth to 


Hell is more <cligible than the-way ot Holineſs, | 


which alone can bring to Heaven.” The Lord 
threatneth, that his Soul ſhall have no pleaſure 
' an ſuch Apoltates, Heb. 10.38. It 1s a Meiufis, 


and we arc to underſtand, that the Lord 1s high- ; 


ly diſpleaſed with fuch perſons. 
Sce how God pleads with Apoſtatizing I/7ae!, 


Fer. 2. 9,10, &c. Wherefore I will yet Þlead with | 
you, ſaith the Lord. Paſs ye- over 10 the Iſles of Chit- F 


0 and fee, and ſend unto Redar, and diligent- 


ly conſider 5 if there be any ſuch thing $ O Hath any : 
Nation changed their gods, which yet are no gods © | 
' but 
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{ contrary unto God, and will not return to him 
| that 


im the City. 


| But my people have changed their glory for that which 


doth not profit ! Be aftoniſhed O ye Heavens at this , 


and be horribly afraid, be ye very deſolate, ſaith the 


Lord , for my people have committed two great evils z 
they have forſaken me the fountain of living waters, 
and have hewen out unto themſelves broken ciſterns., 
that can bold no water : . And hence follows, v. 15. 


| The young lions roared and yelled upon him, and laid 
| bis land waſte; his Cities are burnt without inha- 


| bitant : and v. 17. Thou baſt procured theſe things 


unto thy ſelf, becauſe thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy 
God : and v. 19. Thy own wickedneſs ſhall corre@ 
thee, and thy back-ſlidings ſhall reprove thee , know 
therefore and ſee that it is an evil thing and bitter, 
that thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy God, and that 
my fear is not in thee, ſaith the Lord God of hoſts. 
And may not God thus plead with the Apoſiates 
of London, and puniſh them as hedid his people 
of Iſrael £ | | 


— JM... 


8. The Eighth fin of London 1s deafning the Ear 
againſt all Gods Calls. The Lord hath called 
upon London by his Miniſters, but they have 
been like the deaf Adder which will not hearken 
to the voice of the Charmer ;z they have ſtopped 


their ears, and turned away their ſhoulder, and 


made their heart like an Adamant- ftone. God 
hath called by his Mercies; but this voice hath 
been too low, and they have ſlept the more (e- 
curely.m fin. Ged after other Means hath called 


j by Afﬀictions, firſt lighter , then heavier 3 and 


yet how many in Londoz have, and ſill do walk 
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NY 


that hath Tmitten them ? They have been incor- 


rigible under at>Gods correQing Rods. When 
God ſpake by the Plague, they were a little a: 
wakencd, but quickly dropt aſleep again 3 when 
the Plague was a little over, they return to their 
Trades again, to their ſins again, but they do 
not return unto'the Lord. And when the Judge- 
ment of the Plague was ſo much loſt and met- 
feual for their good 3 this no doubt hath provo- 


ked God fo quickly and unexpectedly to turn 


- his hand upon them, and bring the Judgement of 
the Fire; and 1f they” will fill walk contrary 
to God, they mult expect that God will walk 
=_ to them, untill he have conſumed 
nem, mY 


/ 
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9. A Ninth fin of London is Profaneneſs, and 
a looſe and frothy ſpirit, eſpecially in the Touth and 
ſpringing generation. I donot tax all; forI am 
confident there is a ſerious and godly Youth 
growing up. But O that there were not reaſon 
©o ſay, that the generality of Youth 1s profane 
and wicked, as well as thoſe who are grown 
more mature in wickedneſs ! And this Profane- 
nels hath ſhewed it felt | 


1 Profane uſins Gods Name. 
In 2; Profane breaking of Gods Day. 
3 Profane ſcoffing at Gods People. 
1. I: profane uſing of Gods Name. How groſly 
hath the third Commandment been broken in the 
City ? how hath the great and dreadfull _ 


, 


Ph, 


m the City. | 
of the Lord God, which ſhould make men to 
tremble in the mention of it, and command 
their ſpirits into aw and reverence, been vainly 
taken by many, and uſed to fill up the (en- 
tence of their ordinary diſcourſe ? And not only 
fo; but how hath the Name of God been toſſed 
in the black months of. the Children of darkneſs, 


and eyen torn 1n pieces by their hideous Oaths 


and Execrations? What an helliſh noyſe hath 
the ſound of fall-month'd Oaths, made fome- 


. times in the ftrects; enough to make the hair 


ſtand 6h end, of one who hath a ſence of the 
greatneſs of that Majeſty upon his ſpirit; which 
hereby is fo audaciouily affronted ? Oh the 
Swearing that hath been uſed by Londoners 
m buying and ſclling ! Many Parents have been 
{o addicted to this fin in their Famihes, that 


their little Children have no ſooner learned to 


ſpeak, but they have alfo learned of them to 
{wear by the Name of God, which hath been 
all the teaching of God that they have given 
them a deviliſh teaching indecd 3 which here- 
after they will curſe and bann them for in 
Hell. | 
But if you ſhould have laid your cars unto 
the Taverns, and Ale-houſes, and Whore-houſes, 
and other Devil-houſes once ſtanding in Londoz; 
and harkened to the ſpeeches of many of the 


Devils Imps, in their drinking and gaming, and 


other Jewd practiſcs,c{pecially when alittle croſs'd 
and vexed; Oh what language of Hell might 
have been heard ! How have thoſe curſed Vil- 
lains, in the heat of their wine and anger, ſhot 
vollics of Oaths m the face of the God of Hea- 


Ven « 


. Not, it was ſo much broken in doing the ordinary 
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ven! and whetting their tongues like a ſharp 
{word, they have uot feared to wound the name 
of God, when they have received any mjury 
from men. O what poyſon of Aſps hath there 
been under their lips ? but a worſe poyſon of fin )' 
in their hearts, from the evil treaſure and abun- 
dance of which, theſe oaths and blaſphemies have 
proceeded. | 

But whoican find words to ſet forth the evil 
of this ſin, Shih hath not the temptation of 
pleaſure, advantage or honour, as other fins 
have ; and therefore 1s a great argument of a 
monſtrous wicked heart * And who can ex- 
prcls Gods diſpleaſure for this ſin, for which he 
makes ſometimes a whole, land to mourn ? 
And hath not this fin provoked the Lord to 
utter his angry voice in Plaguing and burning 
the City, that they might fear to abuſe his j 
Name any more ? | | 

' 2. In profanc breaking. of Gods day. Sabbath 
breaking was an ordinary fin in London. I ſay 


works of the particular callings,but im that which ' 
was worſe: How 'many did ſpend the Sabbath | 
in cating to excels, and drinking till they were 
drunk, in ſleeping, in walking into the fields, nw | 
{ports and recreations £ Many wholly negle&ed 
the worſhip of God on that day; and inſtead of 
that, did the Devil more ſervice on the Lords 
day, then all the days of the week belides. . | 
The many weeks of Sabbaths which London 
had in the time of the Plague, mcthinks did re- 
prove London for their profaning of the weekly 


Sabbatlr : And the great fire, (I will not call it 
___ bon-firey 


vo © ay TE. 0 TS 
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in the (ty: 
bon-fire becauſe fo deſirndtive to London.) which 
wasbegun in the. City on the Lords day did re- 


prove Lozdon. for thoſe leſſer fires, (T will not 


call: them bon-fires b:cauſe fo offenſive to God ) 
which not long before were kindled in the firects 


on that day which called tor other kind of work. 


Not to ſpeak any thing whether there were any 
faſt occation for thoſe fircs and ringing of bells, 
(molt of which were melted betore they were 
rung ſo generally again ) and ſuch a ſhew of 
mirth and rcjoycing at that time. 

The Citizens carrying forth their goods, and 
lying in the tields,, with grict aud fear, might 
put them in mind how often they had walked 
out into thoſe fields on the Lords day for their 
recreation 3 whea they ſhould rather have been 
hearing the word preached, or if that were 
Over, repeating 1t in their own iamilies, g1ving 
and receiving, initruction, or in their cloſets at 
the throne ot grace, or employed in meditation. 
As God dclhghts in thoſe that call his Sabbaths 
a delight, and makes {ſweet promiſes to them 3 
ſo heis highly difpleaſed with Sabbath breakers, 
and hath denvunccd ſevere threatuings agamlit 
them, Jer. 17-27. If ye will not hearken to me 
to hallow the Sabbath day , I will kindle a fire. in 


| the gates of Jeruſalem which ſhall devour the 


Palaces thereof, and ſhall not he quenched, 

3. In profane ſcoſfing at Gods people, The name 
of a Saint, .and Godly man, hath bczen ridicu- 
lous to many prophane Spirits in Zondon, and 
uſed by them wm a way of reproach, How have 


Gods people, eſpecially the more ſtrict and 7ea- . 


Jous, been made the drunkards ſong, and laughed 
h L -- at 
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' 10. A tenth ſnof London is Pride. 
| being fo odious to God 3 fo deftruciive where 


 Glons of if : 
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at in the ſtreets.* Horrid -1mpiety ! as if it 
were matter of, more ſhame to: be like the 
Holy God, than to be hke the Foul Devill ! 
and to be employed in the work of angels, than 
to drudge in Satans chains! 

No wonder if God is angry with ſuch a place 
where ſuch vipers have. had their abode : Pro- 
phaneſs 1s a great fin that hath brought rume 
Upon us. 


—_— 
Gy _ee—_—— 


This fin 


it abounds; and fo univerſal i in London ; T ſhall 
ſpeak of it the more largely, both in regard of 
the iwward workings, and the outward expreſ- 
which when opened, I believe there 
are none that will be able to fay they are wholly 
me from 1t, | 
. In regard of the inward workings of pride. 
Oh how hath the poiſon of this ſin- envenomed 


theſpirits of the moſt in a very high degree ? 


How many ſelf-admirers have there been mm 
London, who have been puft up with an over- 
weening conceit of their own excellencies ? 
What | high, -touring, ſwelling thoughts have 
they had of themſelves ? What ſecret felt-pleaſ- 
ing, and lifting up themſelves in thetr own 
cſtcem ? Some efteeming themſelves for that 
which 1s matter of ſhame admiring themſelves 
for their own wit and parts, when they have Jain 
fallow, and not been employed for God, or-when 
they have been employed to his diſhonour : 
when they have been wiſe, but it hath been © 
Q 


m the City. 
do evil : when they have been men of under- 
{tanding, but it hath been to practiſe miquity - 
when they have had cunning craftincſs, but it 
hath been to deceive, to defraud and over-reachz 
or to plot and contrive others nuſchiet; when 
they have had a ripe wit, quick ungerſtanding, 
rich fancy, fluency of ſpeech 3 but the employ- 
ment hath been about toyes and-trifles, or, that 
whychis worſe z when the. vent hath been 11 
fooliſh, empty complements and courtſhip, jeſt- 
ing with Scripture, ſcothng at-the religious, or 
in dirtyand obſcene diſcourſes. - } 
Others have admired themſelves, for that 
which really they never had but only in their 
own imagination. Some for their parts and 
learning ; thinking themſelves: great ſchollars 
when none have thought ſo but themſelves : 
others for their graceand godlineſs, when their 
tilver hath been droſs; and their grace either 
counterteit m whole, or ſo mixcd with unper- - 
caved corruption, that upon exatniation they 
might find themſelves very poor, in that which 
they thought themſelves ſo much enriched with 
and if they looked to the root and principle of 
their actions, they might find great flaws, and 
deficiency in thoſe things which they had the 
higheſt conceit of: = 
How many in London have had very honour- 
able eſtcem of themſelves 3 preterring them- 
{clves above others, yea above the whole world ? 
Few have meaſured themſelves by the rule, but. 
meaſured themſelves by their own fancies, or 
by other mens eſteem. How many have thought 
themſelyes to be ſomething, when they have 
| L 2 been 
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been nothing, and rejoyced in their ations as ex- 
cell:nt, and admirable, not from their own proof 
and tryal of them by the word, but from others 
acceptation and commendations, and by com- 
paring them with the actions of other men , 
whom they* have conceited themſclves. to ex- 
cced ? O how have ſome lifted up themſelves 
above others, looking upon themſclves as far 
mote worthy without any reall ground ? their 
eye hath bcen upon their own good things , 
ovcriooking the ſecret. evil, becauſe it cannot bz 
ſeen by men : and their eye hath been upon 
others evil things 3 overlooking the good which 
hath bcen out of ready view : their eye hath 

ecenupon tucir own belt things, and upon others 
worlt things, aggravating ther faults, and ex- 


- of, & | i 
tenuating thetr own. Thus they have m their 


t2oughts brought others down through uncha- * - 


ritablencſ, and lifted up themfglves upon the ru- 
ncs, which their uncharitabletieſs hath made in 
others worth ; and when they have: had greater 
eltcem becauſe of their greater ſhew, this opint- 
on of thcmfclves hath been confirmed 3 whereas 


mtruth, others who made I:{s ſhew, and had 


leſs eltecm, have had more fincerity, and ſecret 
hidden 'excellcncy. Fro | 

I might further trace the inward workings 
cf pride in the ſcli-love which it hath effteted 3 
What a marvelous affe&tion have proud perſons 
had towards themſclves, notwithſtanding their 


uglineſs, and ſpiritual deformity, the rottenneſs 


and corruption within them ? and.many luſts of 
their hearts? all which pride hath covered and a 
thouſand faults in- themſelves 3 as charity doth 

| COVET 
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m the City. 


cover a thouſand faults in others : Pride hath 
put a fair gloſs and Varniſh upon all, and re- 
preſented men to themſelves as very lovely -and 
amiable. Pride alſo hath choſen for ſuch, their 
friends, who have been loved, not according to 
* the worth which thoſe perſons have had, bit 
according to. the eſtimation thoſe perſons have 
| had of their. worth 3 which if thoſe have fallen 
in eſtimation, theſe have fallen in affecti- 
On. 
I might ſhew the workings of Pride, 'in the 
hatred, anger, ſpight, revenge which it hath et- 
tected, when it hath met with diſeſteem or flight- 
ing : the grief at the ſubſtraction of its fuel, and 
proviſion 3 the ſollicitous thoughts, and cares con- 
ccrning, and cager progging, and purſuit after 
others commendations 3 the ttorm of commotion 
and diſturbance which this winde hath raiſed, 
when the tide of Applauſe hath run another way. : 
the complacency and delight it hath yielded in 
drinking out of a full ſtream of others eſteem, 
in chewing the Cud, and revolving in the minde 
the praiſe of men. . But ſo much conceramg the 
inward workings of Pride, 

2. Concerning the Outward expreſſions of Pride, 
ard that, 

7. In the Sperch : London hath been grofly 
guilty in Boaſting and Vain-glory. What com- 
pany could you come into almoſt, but you ſhould 
hnde many boatting ſpygits? ſome foaming out 
the ſhame of their own praiſe, in high exprefli- 
ons, and direCte, f-commendations (without any 
regard to Gods glory, felt-vindication, example, 
or excitement, in which caſes, modeſtly and 

L 3  _ * ſparingly, 
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ſparingly, to do it may be lawfull and a duty) 


but they have done it only to be well thought 


on, and admired: Others driveling out their 


own praiſes more ſliely and indirectly; but a 
Chriſtian of eyes and brains , might caſtly per- 
ceive that the drift and ſcope of the diſcourſe 
hath: been Selt, and a tacit begging of a good 
opinion. As if one ſhould ſay, Pray friends, 
think a litth better of me, pray have me higher in 
your eſteem, for ts ſay the truth, by this I give yout 
to underſtand that I am a very worthy perſon. 
Many we ſhall finde very forward to declare 
their own goodneſs, but few faithtull in ſpeak- 
ing forth the praiſes of God; yea many there 
have been who have diſcommended themſtlves, 
not that they might fall, but riſe in eſteem. 
Thus \ſome rotten-hearted hypocrites. as full of 
pride as they can hold, and ſome fincere in the. 
main, yet too much like them, have ſpoken fo 
meanly of themſelves, and fo much -againſt 
themſclves_ as none other would do; and what 
hath been the defign ? even that they might be 
accounted numble ; and theretore they have ta- 
ken care in ther fſelt-commendations, to ſpeak 
of nothing but common infirmities , cqncealing 


. their more groſs faults; and thoſe common 1n- 


firmitics, m a mourning, and complaining way, 
as if they were very ſenſible. of them as if at- 
tected, afflicted, and, burthened with them (as 
the humble, finccr2,Chriſtian is indeed) that they 
might be citecmed for ſenſibility of ſmall faults; 
and then they have taken care to do it, not to 


_ thoſe that are more rigid;leverc and quicklighted 


Chriſtians, that would quickly haye ſmelt: ous 
| We their 


m the City. 
their pride; but unto thoſe, which they have 
| lookt upon as the moſt tender, charitable per- 
ſons, who are' ready hereby to advance them 
higher in cſteem 3 or weaker Chriftians , who 
are ready to confeſs more evil of themſelves. 
And when they have thus ſpoken againit them- 
ſelves, they have not really thought {o, but the 
contrary 3 but they have ſpoken (o, that they 
might be contradicted, and commended to their 7. 
faces; if they thought they ſhould have fallen 
in eſteem by ſuch words, they would have held 
their peace , but becauſe they ſuppoſed diſcom- 
 mendation might moſt effectually promote 
eſteem , and draw out a good word, thercfore 
they have uſed it, Proud Hypocrites ſpeak 111 
of themſelves that they may be accounted hum- 
blez they cannot endure-to be humble, they 
care not for the grace, yea they hate it ; yet they 
would be thought to have 1t, becauſe it doth pro- 
mote eſteem : they love the reward of humility, 
but they care not for humulity it felt; they love. 
humility in others, becauſe ſuch perſons will 
{toop to them; but they love not humility in 
themſelves, for they will ſtoop to none. - 

Thus fome alſo out of a ſecret deſign of prid 
have diſcommended others behinde their backs, 
that they might be thought to exceed them, 
whom they could correc, and finde fault with- 
- all; they have hboured to bring down others 
that they might ſet up themſelves. And the ſame 
delign of Pride they have had in commending 
Othcrs to their faces, and exalting them in words 
above themſelves, not from a reallefteem which 
they bave had of them - above themfelyes , but 
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only that they might draw forth a commenda- 


tion from them. 
Such expreflions of pride have been to be found 
in Profeſſors; and have been more latent 3 but 
T ſhall ſpeak of the more groſs and open expreſ- 
fions,, which have been generall in the City. We 
read of the pride of the Daughters of Jeruſalem, 
IG. 3. 16, &c. They were haughty, and walked with 
(tretched forth necks, and wanton eyes, walking and 
mincing as they went, and making a tinckling with 
their feet : and what was1t they were proud of ? 
See from v. 18. tov. 25. Their ornaments, their 
Cauls , their Tires, their Chains, their Þracekets, 
their Mufjlers , their Tablets, their Head-bands , 
their Rings, their Fereels, their changeable ſuits of 
Appare!, and the ixe. And hath there not been 
this pride in London £ Were not the Daughters 
of London like the Daughters of Zion tor pride, 
and haughtineſs? Was there any place in Eng- 
land that could ſhew ſuch pride of Apparel as 


| London could ſhew, which the Fernale tex were 


not only guilty of? Was there any faſhion,though 
never ſo antick and apiſh, which London did 
not preſently initatc? © Who 'can, count the 
Colt which hath been laviſhed out 1m Cloath- 
vg, and rich Apparel? fome pinching therr 
Bellies and Familics to lay *1t oat on - this 
Lult. | 
This Pride of Apparel is very fhametull and 
ablurd , Cloaths bang the Badge of Apoſtatie, 
which were not made uſe of till afttcr the fall, 
therefore the word VI which fignifics Cloath- 
ing, comes from "22 He prevaricated', and it 1s 
as if a Thuct ſhould be proud of his Shackles, or 
auy 
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any MakefaQtor of his mark of diſgrace: At leaſt 
the gaudy attire of many perſons hath fignihed 
the emptineſs and frothy-minde within 3 and that 

they have had nothing to fet them forth but 
their Cloaths. 

I might alſo addg the pride, which the daugh- 
ters of London have had of their Beauty, though 
it be but skin-deep, and the Body but a skin- 


full of dirt, and the choyceft beauty without . 


diſcretion, like a Jewel hanged at the caror noſe 
of a Swine : And the Lord knows what mon- 
ſtrous, and defiled, and deformed infides , the 
moſt of thoſe have had, who have been fo fair 
and adorned vutwardly. Many in London have 
been proud of their tine cloaths and fair faces; 
and others of their tair Shops, and ſtately houſes 3 
Pride has hung about the neck like a Chain, and 
covered them like a garment, inſtead of the 
cloathing and Ornament of Humility, which be 
tore God 15 of fo great price. | 

Now God is highly offended with the ſin of 
Pride, God reſiteth the proud, 1 Pet. 5. 5. vws9r- 
gdyos evlinautle!, he doth as it were ſet himſelf 
_ In battell array againſt them. Pride goes before 
aeftrufiion, and an baughty ſpirit before a fall, 
Prov. 16. 18. Pride was one of Sodoms ins, 
which City was burnt with fire from Heaven, 
Ezek, 16 49. The Scriptures ſpeak of Three Ci- 
ties that were burnt for this ſin of pride among 
othet fins, namely Sodom, Feruſalem, and Baby- 
ln: And may not London come in for a fourth ? 
The botches, and blains, and loathſome ſores in 
the bodies of many , when the Plague was in 
London; and the burning of ſo much fewel of 
pride, 
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pride, by the Fire, methinks were a very loud 
reproof and rebuke of London for this fin. 
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11. An eleventh fin of London, is fidlneſs of * 


Bread, or intemperance in eating : this was ano- 
ther of the fins of Sodom. God did feed London 
with the fineſt of the Wheat, and gave plenty of 
Corn, and Fleſh, and other Proviſions 3 but how 
have they abuſed Plenty by their Intemperance 
and Luxury ? O theexceflive Feaſting in Halls, 
and private Houſes of them whoſe Eſtates have 
been more plentifull ! What indulging hath 
there been to the Appetite, as if ſelt-denyal m 
regard of the Appetite were no duty, or an 
enemy, and with the Poor to be ſhut out of 
doors? What curiohity of Palat, and daintineſs 
have many m London had, fo that Air, Earth, 
Sea, muſi be ranſfackt to pleaſe them, and all 
would not do? What loathing have they had of 
ordinary food ? Many good creatures of God 
mutt be cut and mangled, and ſpoyled, to make 


'them new difhesz whucti however pleafing, have 


but ſpoyled their ſtomachs, and bred diſeaſes in 
their bodies. Some have not eaten much, but 
have been ſo choice, that ſcarce any food hath 
pleaſed them 5 and that not, through fickneſs'of 
body, but wantonneſs of mind : others have 
becn pleaſed with their food and- overpleaſed, 
and all their pleaſure hath been therein 3 All whoſe 
God, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Phil. 3. hath been their 
beliy.. Such like the Rich man, Luk. x6. 19. have 
fared ſumptuonſly and deliciouſly every day, O the 


exceſſive colt that fome havebeſtowed upon their 


Tables 
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Tables daily ! O the exceſſive quantity of Meat 
that ſome have devoured ! O the exceftive time 
that hath been waſted in pampering the fleſh ?! 
What rioting and banqueting hath there been 
daily in London, many feeding themſelves with- 
out fear; as if gluttony were not any fin at all ? 
How many have been like fed Horſes in the Ci- 
ty, or like fatted Oxen, who as the Apoſtle Fames 
ſpeaks, have lived in pleaſure and been wanton, 
and nouriſhed themſelves as in a day of ſlaughter, 
Jam. 5. 5. and as Hoſe 13.6. According to their 
paſture ſp were they filled; they were filled, and 
their heart was exalted, therefore have they forgot= 
ten Me. : 

This kinde of Intemperance hath ſo ſtrangely 
brutified many , that they have been even dege- 
nerated into Beaſts, only that they have been 
more unuſefull ; for hereby they have unfitted 
themſelves for all kinde of ſervice, as if they 
were born only to eat : but withall they have 
prepared - themſclves for thoſe ruining and 
laughtering Judgements which have come upon 
the City. 


— 
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12. A twelfth fin of London 3s Idleneſ3s a con- 
{cquent of the former; only that Idleneſs hath 
been more generall : this was alſo a ſin of Sodom 3 
I will not ſay but many Citizens of London were 
diligent in their Calling, but how many idle 
Vagrant perſons were there in the City ? What 
, Hlenefs in' many of the Youth, if not held in - 

the more ſtrictly, and ſome breaking forth, and 
kviſhing away ſtollen time, which was = at 
CQELT 


. eſpecaally. of the Females m the City have ſpent 
fo much time in the Morning 1n their beds, if 


give ear to my ſpeech > many dayes and years ſhall ye 
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their own diſpoſe whatever ſtrictnels was uſed ? 
Morcover what an ill example for idleneſs, did 
many Governours themſelves give to their chil- 
dren and ſervants? When Maſters were 1dlc 
abroad, no we#hder that Servants were idle at 
home; when Miſrefſes were idle i their Cham- 
bers, no wonder it the Kitchin did imitate. 

Though eating, and drinking, and cloathing 
were neceſlary, and called tor ſome time z yet the 
excels of time ſpent about. theſe things, it not 
worſe, was no better than idle time. Many 


not in ſleeping, at lealt in idle fooliſh Fancies, 
and ſo much time after in neat and curious dreſ- 


ting their bodies, that they have had no time 
betore Dinner for Prayer or Reading, no time- 


to dreis their Souls: and the Afternoon being 
tar ſperit in eating and drinking, the reſt of the 
time hath run away either in Vititings or Enter- 
tainments, wherein (it not worſe vain, idle, un- 
profitable things have been the chick; it not the 
only ſubje& of their diſcourſe : andby that time 
they have again refreſhed themielves with food 
at night, they have been too tleepy and unfit for 
Prayer, and the Service of God. And thus ma- 
ny careleſs Women in the City have lived m eaſe 
and idleneſs from one epd of the Week, and one 


end of the Year unto another. But methinks the 


Lord hath by his terrible things in London, ſpo- 
ken unto them much in the ſame language as 
he did, If. 32. 9, 10, 11. Rije up ye Women that 


are at eaſe, hear- my. voice ye careleſs Daughters, 


be 
A 
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be troubled ye careleſs Women : tremble ye Women 
that are at eaſe, be troubled ye careleſs ones, ſtvip 


Jes maze ye bare, and gird ſackcloth upon your 


loyns. h 


But T would not charge this fin of idleneſs 


only upon the female ſex : many men have been 
more ſhametully guilty, eſpecially thoſe who 
have miſpent ſo much time in gaming, (not to 
{peak of excels incating and drinking, and cther 
time-conſuming fins which are reproved i thew 
proper place ) © the time that many have ſpeut 
in gaming ! Some recreations wherein the body 


' 15 exerciſed, may be lawful and neceſſary at ſome 


time z ſo they do not ſical away. too much of 
their time and affections ; but for men to fit at 
games as hard as ſchollars at their books, what 


rational plea can be uſed for ſuch wicked 1dle- 


neſs ? Thus filver, and gold, and great eſtates 
have been conſumed; and O the golden hours, 
the dayes, and nights, and precious time, that 
have been loft in gaming ! Thus ſome have run 
out of all, and removed into the Country to hide 
their ſhame, after their high port in the City, 
ſome have gone into the high wayes, not to beg, 
but to do that whichis far worſe, which in ſome 
hath. had a dreadful concluſion. And not only 
this kind of Idlenefs hath brought poverty, but 
alſo that hecdleſs, ſlothful ſpirit, which many of 


the City have had in their callings 3 which hath 


made them blemiſhes to the City, and hath been 
an helper on of our rumne, 


- 
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13. A thirteenth fin of London unmerciful- 
neſs, another of S5dom's tins. Exzek, 16.49. She 


ftrengthentN not the hands of the poor and needy. 


T ſhall not blame the whole for this fin, for the 
charity of London hath ſounded throughout the 
land, and throughout the world. But yet have 
not many of the great men of the City becn - 
guilty of unmercifulnels, who though more 
able, yet have been le(5 forward to contribute 
to the relicf of ſuch as have been in diſtreſs ? It 
hath been the comfort of ſome who have lott 
much by the fire, that they had ſaved what bs- 
fore they had given to the poor, by putting it out 
of the reach of moth, ior rult, or thieves, or 
flames of fire. But oh what marble bowels have 
ſome had towards the poor! fo that they could, 
(whatever abundance they had by them beyond 
what themſelves did make uſe of ) as freely part 
with ſo many drops of their blood, as picces of ' 
money, though to help ſome of the needy and 
diftrefſed members of Jeſus Chriſt : not conſfi- 
dering that the Lord Jeſus is the Heir of all 
things, and whatever eſtate they had, they were 
but his ſtewards ; and that relief of the needy is 
a debt, which though man cannot require it 'of 
them, yet God can : and 1s it unequal if for want 
of payment of Gods debts (which they owed out 
of ther cltates, by vertue of Gods command, to 
the poor) the Lord hath diſpoſſeſt them of 
his houſes, and burnt them with fire, and taken 
away part of the eſtates which he gave them 
becauſe they have employed them no_ more for 
his glory. 8 I4+ 4A 
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14. A fourteenth ſinof London is Uncleanneſs, 
another fin of Sodom > their fin indeed was unna- 
tural uncleanneſs. I would hope that this fm 
hath been little known and praGtifed in the 
City. But Fornication and Adultery have been 
too common. Indeed there hath not been that 
boldneſs and impudency m this tin as elſewhere 3 
there hath not been that whorcs forchead ſo ge. 
nerally* in Zondsn, and declaring the iniquity 
like S2»dom : but let the conſciences of many 
Londoners ſpeak, whether they have not been 
ſecretly guilty of this ſin ? Would it not be a 
ſhame to tell of the chambering and wanton- 
neſs, and privy leudneſs which hath been com- 
mitted in London ? ſuppoſe that m all the remain- 
ing Churches the fin of uncleanneſs ſhould be 
reproved and al}, both men and women that 
have been actually guilty of it, ſhould be forced 
by an mward fling of conſcience ( as fometimes 
thoſe were upon the words of our Saviour that 
accuſed the woman taken in Adultery ) immedi- 
ately to go forth out of the place: what a ſtir 
would there be m ſome Churches ® what an 
emptying of ſome Pews ? what a clearing of 
ſome Iles ? and how few would there be remain- 
ig in ſome places? | "gs 

Suppoſe a viſible mark were put by God up- 
on the foreheads of all Adultercrs in the City of 
London, as God put a mark upon Cainafter he 


had been guilty of murther 3 would not many 


who walk now very demurely, and with much 
ſceming innocency, walk with bluſhes in their 
| cheeks ? 
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cheeks ? * would not many keep houſe and hide = 
their face, and not fiir abroad except in the 


night? or if in'the day, would they not ſhut- 


fle thorow the ſireets, and hate the faſhion of 


little hats, and the court-mode of wearing them 
behind their head 3 and rather get ſuch whoſe 


brims are of a larger ſize, which might the mcre 


conveniently cover their brows ? .And would 
not many unſuſpected and ſeemingly . modett 
women alſo, ſtain their cheeks with a vermilion 
dye upon their husbands or friends: ſearch into 


. their countenance ? would not. many of them 


walk with thick hoods, and wear continually 
deep fore-head-cloaths, as it they were troubled 
with a perpetual Head-ake, that they might 
hide their ſhame trom-the view of man ? 

This fin 1s ſo naſty aud hlthy, that whate- 
ver {winith pleaſure is found in the commiſſion 
of -it, uſually thoſe that are guilty ( unleſs the 
brow be braſs )' are aſhamed: that it ſhould be 
known : the holy and jealous eye of God hath 
ſeen them 1n their filthineſs 3 their ſecret fins are 
ſet in the light of his countenance, which above 
all ſhould make them aſhamed 3 Whoremongers 
and Adulterers God will judge, Heb. 13. 4. which 
ſhould make them afraid." - 

I have heard of Smithfield haunts, and Moore- 


field walks, whither there hath been. too great a 


reſort from the City under the ſhadow of the 


wings of the night, about theſe deeds of darkneſs; 


the words and figns which ſuch lewd perſons 
have uſed to fignifie their minds one to ano- 
ther I am unacquainted withall : the many 
Whorehouſes, under the name of _ 
apout 


about London, by report have had too many 
cuſtomers : and if the Conſtibles had bz<en as 
zealous at other rymes, as they were when the 
ſtrict Preſs was in the City to diſturb thoſe Con- 
venticles, they might pothbly have found more 
of that Coat, and Tribe who ſhould have given 
better example. 

Tt there havenot been publick Stews in L92- 
don as in other Cities in the World ; yet have not 
tome made their own houles little better, ſome 
men bringing 1n their whores in little better 
than publick view? and of the other Sex ſome 
by the open weare of naked breaſts, and their 
light attyre and carriage, have enticed the eye 
and courtſhip, and after, baſcly proftituted their 
bodies to the lufts of flthy Ruthans. O the 
boyling, burning luſts that have bcen in Lonaor ! 
O the wanton cyes and looks ! the fpcculative 
uncleanneſs , and ſecret {clt-pullutions ! the ob- 
ſcene aud hlthy ſpeeches! the toying: aud lulifal 
dalliances ! and the groſs attual uncleann-(5 
which God hath been witneſs to every day in 
London ! This fin of uncleannels doth debaſe the 
ſpirit made at firſt after Gods own image de- 
files both ſoul and body, which fhould be the 
Temple of the Holy-Ghoſt 3 and renders men' 
unfit for communion with an holy. God, who 1s 
of {ach pure eyes that he catmot approve of the 
leaſt iniquity 3 much. leſs of this, which 1s fo 
groſs; and not ouly fo but doth exccedingly. 
provoke him unto anger and jealoutie. 

This may be one fin that hath brought down 
ſuch fearfal judgements upon the City ; we read 
of twenty and four thoutand men that fell in 
M one 
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one day by the Plagne, for the ſm of fornicati- 
on, Num. 15. 9. and have not many thouſand 
inhabitants and habitations of London fallen for 
this fin? It is ſaid of the 1fraclites, Hof. 7. 6. they 
have made ready their heart like an Oven, while 
they lhe in wait, their Baker  ſleepcth all night 5 in 
the morning it burneth as a flaming fire. Have 
not the hearts of many in London been like an 
Oven tor Juſt, and themſelves like Bakers putting 


fewel into it, and ſtirring it up 3 andit whileſt 


they have lain in wait, and have not.had pre- 
ſent opportunity for ſatisfa&tion of their luſts ; 
they have ſeemed to be aflecp yct no ſooner 
hath the Morning light of a ht occation offered 
it felt to their adulteroas eycs, but their adulte- 
rous hearts have burned within them, and 
broken. forth into a flaming fire, in the actual 
commiſſion of the fin. 

And hath this been the practice only of the 
Court, and of J/eſtminſter fide? hath not the 
curſed I.caven of this common tm of the times, 
{pread it (clt alſo in the City ?2. Therefore the 
Lord alſo hath made ready his wrath as in an 


hot Oven ; and though hke a Baker he hath 


{:cmed to fleep while he lay im wait, and de- 
layd to execute. his judgments 3; yet in the 
Morning of his great provocation by this and 
other tins, his anger hath broke forth like a 
flaming fire, from whence that fire hath been 
kindl:d which hath burnt the greateſt part of 
£1mdm down to the ground, Fer. 5.8, 9. When 
the Iſraelites were like fed horſes in the morning, 
every one mighing after his neighbours Wife , The 
Lord ſpcaks to them in his wrath, Shall ot 7 


viſit 


= fetch wine, and we will fil 


in the City. 
viſit for theſe things ? ſhall not my ſoul be —_- 
072 fuch a Nation .as this ?. 
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15. A FROT fin of London is Drunkenneſs ; 
This fin hath been more vitible and apparent 3 I 
believe that ſcarcely any Nation under Heaven 
hath proportionably more Taverns and Alc- 
houſes than England, and no place in England (o 
many as Loxdon, and 1ts adjacent parts : and of 
all the many thouſands of theſe houles I believe 
there hath been ſcarce any but could give many 
inftances of this fin. Belides the many private 
houſes where this fin hath been practiſed. How 
have men riſen early in the morning to follow ſtrong 
arink , and continued unto night, till wine inflamed 


them £ Ila. 5. 11. Come * td they, and I will 


drink 3 and to morrow ſhall be as this day, and 
much more abundant, T{a. 56. 12. The corners 
and b:ds full of vomit, the reclings about the 
ſtreets, the contentions and wranglings, the wounds 
without canſe, the redneſs of the eyes, and ſuch 
like have been to evident a demonſtration, of 
mens tarrying too long at the Wine, and diltem- 
pering themiſclves with exceſſive drinking, Prov. 
23. 29, 30+ To be overtaken with arunken- 
nc1$ 1s a great fin, which makes men more brui- 
tiſh than their very Horſes, who will not ex- 
ceed their meaſure in drinking, except they be 
forced to it by Barnacles : and if none m the 
City had yielded to receive the drench of a cup 
beyond the meaſure without Barnacles upon 
__ noſes, I ſuppoſe that with their horſes, they 
M 2 would 
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would have b:cn more ſober 3 and hereby : pre- 
vented many diſtempers of body, and worle 
diſtempers of mind, and which is worſt of all, 
much diſhonour of God, as wcll as of, themſclves, 


which excel in this kind: hath . been the cauſe 


of. But for men to follow after this fin, and 


make it their trade .and common practice 3 to 


delight in it, and ſeek for their God and chict 
happineſs, m a cup of Wine, or A'e, and to grow 
men of might in drinking 3 to excced the bounds 
by many degrees without recling, to entice others 
to it, yea to force them to drink healths ( that 
ungodly practice ) which would rot im the lcalt 
promote anothers health, but was likely to de- 
ſixoy their own, through the excefs which fuch 
practices do introduce 3 to take pleaſure in drink- 
ing down others under their ft; and after to 
glory in their ſhame and wickedneſs , this 15 a 
fin that doth fo far exceed bruitiſh, that it be- 
comes deviliſh,and doth highly provoke the Lord 
to.pour forth his fury like water upon the places 
where {uch fins are committed. 

And hath not Londen bcen guilty of this fin 
of druukenncſs with the aggravations of it ? 
Have not fomc of Lmdis Magiſtrates bccn 
guilty, who ſhould have. puniſhed this tn, and 
too many Muuttcrs, who ſhould have reproved 
it both by word and example of ſobriety + And 
forſuch to be fecn drunk and reeling in the ftrects, 
was very ſhamctull, and a great provocation. 
Have not the late judgements in ſome ſort point- 
cd out this fin ? the dizzincls of head, and reel- 
ing of pertons that have been ſmitten with the 
Plague 3 the flaming of. the heart of the ww, 

| al 
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and reeling of the houſes, and tumbling of them 
| to the - ground by the fire, methinks were a re- 
proof of the dizzinels and reclings, about the ltreets 
2nd houſes, of ſuch perſons as had inflamed and 
* diltempered themſclves with exceiliye drinking, 


— 
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Fn 1&4 ſixteenth ſn fl London is perverting of 
| judgement. This 1s a God-provoking fin: when 
| none calieth for juſtice, nor any pleadeth for tratk 3 
| when men make to themſelves crooked paths, and 
| there is ns judgement in their goings \ yea when 
nuragment 1s turned away. Lackward , ana juſtice 
 ftandeth afarr off, and truth is fallen in the ſtreets, 
and equity cannot enter > when tith faileth, and 
| be that departeth from evil, makgth himſelf a prey, 
&c. as thc Prophet ſpeaks, Iſa. 59. When Mag1- 
+ gifirates are lovers of gifts, and followers after re- 
wards , when th Jey judge mot the forberkeff, neither 
| aoth the cauſe. of the widdow come unto th:ms, then 
the Lord cryeth 4b ! I will eaſs me of mine 
| adverſaries, and avenge me of mine enemics , 
Iaiah 7. 22. 24. | I cannot charge Lanes 
| deeply with this fin 3 not having been my felt. . 
| 
| 


prefent much in their Courts of Judicature 3 
and I would hope that juſtice hath taken place 
here, as much as in moſt Cities in the world : 
but when I read what the Lord faith concerning 
| Jeruſalem, Jer. 5. 1. Kam ye too and fro through 
S the ftreets of Jeruſalem, and ſee nw and know, 
and ſeek, in the broad places thereof if ye can find 
a man, if there be any that executeth "png, 
that ſeeketh the truth, and I will on it ; and 
when wiall I contider the track jo full jndgments 
» M3. of 
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of God upon the City of L:ndon, whereby the 
glory of the Magitizacy and government of the 
City is fo much ftained; I would ſubmit it to 
enquiry whether there hath not b:en a failure 
and perverting of judgment m the City ? whe- 
ther bribes and rewards have not blinded the 
cycs, and the edge of the Law hath not been 
turned againſt well doers, inficad of evil doers ? 
whe the Fatherles and the Widdow have not 
bun ſeut weeping to their heavenly Father to 
complain of 1nyuttice? H 1s not a time to cover 
faults but to corfels and leave them ; leaſt una- 
voidable rumne come upon us when it will be 
too late. 


OR eh 
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17. A ſeventeenth fin of London is Covetou'- 
n;ſs. How univerſally hath this im reigned m 
the City ? fo that it may almoſt be ſaid of Lnuds 7, 
as it was of Feruſalem, Jer. 6. 13. From the leajt 
of them even unto the greateſt of them every one is 
a7ven to covetoziſneſs, Thoſe who have ben tree 
from gluttony, drunkenncHs, adultery, and the 
like expenhve tms3 have on the other hand ad- 
diced themſelves to the fin of covetouſnels. 1 
do not charge all; but oh how. almoſt univerſal 
hath this fin among tradelmen been ? which 
hath evidenced it {clf both in their getting and 
kceping. riches. 

r. In getting + what eager deſires aftcr th: 
world, and their obtaining an eſiate by t Foy 
trades Þ What ftudics and conſultations, what 
wracking the brains, and torturing the wits, to 
find out the beſt way of hewving in the world ? 

what 


what carncſt proſecutions have there becn, and la- 


borious endeavours, ruling up early, and fitting 
up late, and wearying the body, and the mind all 


| the day, cating the bread of carcfalneſs, and 


mingling the drink with follicitouſuefs, crouding 
up the whole time with worldly butfinefs, fo that 
their own health hath been diſrepardel, as well 
as the worſhip of God neglected in the famulics 
of theſ: worldlings 3 and all to ſcrape 2 litle 
worlly riches together which ſome have mult of, 
notwithſtanding all their endeavours : and it 
they have obtained, yet they have remained more 
Poor 111 contentment, than when they were more 
Paor in their eliates? tor as their eſtates have 
increaſed, fo their detires have increaſed aud bean 
farther off from ſatisfaction 3 as they have en- 
larged their ſhops and trades 3 and wealth hath 
flowed in upon thcm 5 fo they have cnlarged 
their deſires Ike Hell, and ike the Grave have 
never ſaid It 1s cnough : when they have added 
bag to bag, and houſe to houſe, the more carcs, 
and fears, and ſometimes piercing ſorrows have 
accompanied their gains 3, but far have they been 
from tinding the contentment © and comfort mn 
their riches that they looked for. 

2. This covetouſneſs hath appcarcd in keeping 
what they have gotten :; keeping I ſay, for cove- 
tous perſons have had little heart to ſpend thongh 
in neccflary uſes what they have ſcraped toge- 
ther : they have had wcalth, but the uſe of it 
they have not had 3 it hath bzen to them like a 


\ treaſure in a cheſt of which they had loſt the 


key 3 or like another mans mecney 1 their 
keeping, which they muſt not meddle withall, 
M 4. Whatever 
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Whatever abundance they have had in the bag, 
and 1n tne cofter , their farnilics have been in 
want; the table hath been penurious ; the back 
and belly have bcen pinched ; they have lived at 
a mceaner rate than tnoſe that have bzen of a 
meaner degree. . The poor might ſtarve at their 
doors, no pitty towards others in want and m- 
{cry, and the leaſt pitty towards themſelves : 
whileit they have ſaved, for tear leaſt afterwards 
they ſhould want 3 chey haveallalong wanted, 
whilclt they have been ſaving ; and it may be 
at laſt they have loſt what they have been keep- 
ing, to the uncxprefſible grict;, and it may be 
breaking of their hearts, which havebecn ſo ſet 
upon thcic things. | 
This fin of covetouſneſs in ſome hath had 
—&eper rooting, m moſt hath had too much foot- 
ing: and in all hath bcen very heinous and abo- 
my mable b-forc God. This {in is termed Ido- 
latry in Scripture, and the covetous are ſtigma- 
tized with the name of Idolaters, Col. 3.5. 
_"Fpbeſ. 5.5. It's heart idolatry torb! Jden in the 
firtt commandment. That thing we make a 
God to our ſolves, which we chiefly affect: if 
1t be the world, then we make the world our 
Gods which 1s mconliftent with the truc love 
of God the Father the only true God. 1 Joh. 
2. 15. Le not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world, if any man love the worla, the 
Ive of the father is mt in bim, This fm of co- 
vetouſneſs i5 hatefal to- God and provokes his 
verath, Ta. 57. 17. for the iniquity of bis cove- 
rnrefineſs was T wrnth and ſmote him. Hath not 
C01 fritten London with the plague and firc, 


among | 
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1m the City. 
among other iniquities, for this iniquity of Co» 
vetouineſs * When- London was eagerly purſuing 
after the World, and all minding and ſecking 
their own Intercſt , without any regard to the 
Intereſt of Gods glory and Kingdom, or care 


' of their ſoul-intereft and ſalvation, which their 


worldly buſineſs would not allow time for z did 
not the Lord ſend a Plague to put a ſtop to their 
Trade, and gave them time to feek him, and 
to make their peace with him in their retire- 


ments, which they could not, or rather would 


not finde before ? And when they returned with 
more eagerneſs to their Trades, atterthe Plague 


was a little over, that they might fetch up if 


they could what they had miſs'd by that inter- 
miſſion 3 did not the Lord ſend aFire to conſitme 
much of that which they had ſet their hearts 
upon, and mn large legible Letters write Vanity 
upon this Idol, which ſo many had worſhipped ? 
Let London confider and lay to heart this fin of 
Covctouſnels, | 


— 


18. The Eighteenth ſin of London is Extortion , 
thus Covetouſneſs hath expreſſed it ſelf more 
orofly in ſome. I ſhall not here diſcourſe con- 
cerning Uſury 3 but the extorting Uſe, which 
{ome have taken of thoſe who have been in want ; 
the taking Uſe upon Uſe, and grinding the faces 
of the Poor 1n their difirets, no doubt 1s a great 
lin, and very offcentive to God. How many 
Extortioners have there been in London, who 
have enriched themſ{clves by 1mpoveriſhing of 


others 3 who panting after the dult of the Earth, 
on 
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on the head of the Poor, have lent Money to 
them, not for their help, but to catch them at 
an advantage, that ſo without mercy they might 
catch away all that they had, not leaving them 
fo much as a Bed to ly on? Thus ſome have 8 4 
been like Zy-ms for Cruelty, and ike Evening 
Tlves unto the poor, tearing their fleſh from 
their bones, and reſerving their very bones to gn.aw 
in the morains, as the Prophct ſpears, ZLeph. 3. 3. 
This lin of Extortion was one of the abomina- 
tions 'recxoned up by the Prophet Exzexze/, tor 
which God was {o highly oftended with Ferz- 
falem, chan. 22. 12. Thou haſt taken Vſary and in- 
creaſe, and haſt greedily gained of thy Neighbour by 
Extortion ; and haſt forgotten me, tor this and 
other {ins there mentioned, it 15 {aid v. 3. There- 
fore have I poured out my indignation upon them ; ; 
1 have conſumed them with the fire of my Wrath, 
Unto this fin of Extortion I may add ſeveral} | 
other waycs that many in the City have had of 
getting Eſtates, which fome may. diſpute for 
the lawfulncſs of, and becauſe fo common and 
gaintull, the fin is little heeded 3 but when the 
Loxd hath becn contending with the whole City, 
and hath inflictcd a gencrall ſfiroke upon Tradel- 
men, yea one {iroke upon another, and hath 
trodden their Trade under his fect, as ſcemang, - 
to be offended with ſomething therein 3 me-- 
thinks they ſhould be awakened, and open their 
eyes, and impartially ſearch, and labour to tinde 
out whatever it is that doth offerid him, what- 
ever ſ{ceming diſadvantage may come to them 
thereby. And if they will not hcarken, God can 
take away the remainder, as he hath done a | 
| great Ny 
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in the City. 
great part, and ſo force them to a ſenſe of their 
1m. 
One ſinfull way of getting Eftates, and I am 


perſwaded difpleating to God , 15 engroſſing and 


monopolizing of (ommodities, which many in Lon- 
don have done, that having all the Commodities 
of that kindc m their hands, they might make 
their own Market, and fct their own price upon 


them z which it they ſold as cheap as other-. 


wiſe they would do, or as others do when rhey 
are ſhared into many hands ( as poſſibly ſome 
may) I conld not condemn the thing : But when 


by getting the whole into their hands, they hoiſt 


and raiſe' the Price far beyond the juft Value, 


which they neceſſitate people to give, and that 


only that they might enrich themſelves : this 1 
dare conhdently affirm to be unlawtullz aud 
my reaſon 1s, becauſe hereby they prefer a lcſſcr 
good, before a greater z namely, the enriching 
of themſelves, and there Families, before the 


more publick good of making-the Commodity 


more cheap to the Commonwealth. It they 
{ay, the mjury which they who buy of it, will 
{uttain, (they being ſo many) will be very ſmall 
and inconfiderable ; ' but the good they ſhall get 
hereby will be great,. and they may be in a better 
capacity of doing good 3 I anſwer, that none 


'Ought to do the leaſt injury for the reaping of the 


greateſt advantage; It being abſolutely unlawtall 
to do evil, that good may come thereby , and the 
damnation of ſuch will be juſt, Rom. 3. 8. and 
conſequently a greater injury will come to them- 
ſelves, than to thoſe whom they injure ; yea, the 
Injury will be greater, than the Good, m_—_ 

ney 


17h 


172 


Gods Zerrible Voice 


they obtam. And as for their being in a capacity 
of doing more good 3, I believe that ſuch perfous, 
it they do ſpend ſuch gams, are more forward 
to ſpend them on their Juſts, than to lay them 
out in Charitable uſes; I have not heard 


that the greateſt Monopolizers 11 London have 


been the moſt charitable perſons. 
It I were more acquainted with the myſteries 


of Trades in the City, I fear, I might finde out 


more than one Myſtery of Iniquity among them. 


It the Loxd would: put into'the hearts of Ma- 


| Kiltrates aud Citizens, to look into Trades, and 


to conſider the equity that they bear, and take 
ſome courſe for rectifying abules 1n them; it 
might be one way to obtain a more favourable 
aſpet from Heaven; and the Lord might revive 
again the Trade of London, which now 1s dying 
and finking to the ground, - 


—__ 


19, A Nineteenth ſm of London is Lying, It 
15 ſaid of Nineveh, Nah. 3. 1.. that it was a Cty 
full of lies. O the Lies that have been m Lon» 
don ! who can reckon them ? Lies 1m the ſtreets, 
loud lies, which have been crycd, falſe News 
which we daily hear. Lics in the Chambers, 
ſecret lies, privy falſe talcs which are whiſpered 
in the cars : Lies in the Shop, trading lies, lies 
told in buying and ſelling : Officioxs lies, which 
ſome tell to do their friends a kindneſs : Miſchze- 
vors lies, which ſome tell to do another an mn- 
jury. We read of ſome, that bend their tongue 
like their bow for lies, that will not ſpeak, the truth, 


but teach their tongue to ſpeak, lies, Jer, 9. 32 5: 
| How 
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How- many Liars have there been in London ? 


What age is free from this fin? The Children 


have learned to lie, as ſoon as they have learned 


to ſpeak. What houſe hath been free? How have 


Tradeſmen been guilty of lying, which ſome ac- 
count a neceſſary adjundt to their Trade, with- 
out which they could not live? How many Ser- 
vants have excuſed one another and themſelves 
when they have committed faults, with their 
lies ? Bat of all hes, miſchievous lies have been the 
worlt, which fome*have 'imvented to do an inju- 
ry to their nezghbour; ſuch lies are more 1m- 
mediately begotten by the Devil the Father of 
lies, and ſuch liars are his moſt genuine Off 
ſpring. But all lies im a ſenſe are mifchievous 
liesz they are miſchievous to the party that tells 
them 3 even the Officious liar cannot do fo much 
kindnels to his Friend by hislye, as he doth inju- 
ry to himſ{clt:; What! will a man fab himfclt to 
do his Friend a courteſie ? he that wounds his 
Conſcience doth worſe; he that gains in his 


Trade by his lye, loſeth more than he gains: A _- 
bag of Gold is not to be compared with inward 


peace, and the favour of God (better than lite) 


- which by this fin is loſt. Surely, the Lord, being 


a God of Truth, is much offended with this fin 
of lying, God delights, faith Solomon , in them 
that deal truly, but lying lips are an abomination 
to him, Prov. 13.22. Lying was one {in of 1- 
rael, tor which their Iand did mourn , Hol. 14. 
2, 3- And God threatneth to give all lars their 
part in that lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
ſtone, Rev. 21.8. Methinks that one place ſhould 
make all liars to tremble. - And is not this. yo 
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fin which ſome Profeflors alſo in the City have 
been guilty of, tothe ſhame of theis Protcflion ; | 
tor which the Lord hath ſent the Fire to burn 
down the City, to awaken us to fly from this 

fin, as we would eſcape the tuture Fire of 

Hell ? Cn” 5 7 
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20. (Another ſin of London is couzening and de- 
frauding : This fin hath been the product of 
Covctouſneſs, and the companion of Lying, and 
how ordinary hath it been among Tradeſmen, 
which many have bcen ſo accuſtomed to, that it 
hath been as. catic to perſwade the Athiopian to 
change his skin, as to perſwade them to leave 
oft their Couzcning ? This they have lookt upon 
as even cſlential to their Trade, at leatt as ne- 
ceſlary to their Gainsz yea fome have pleaded Ml 
a neceſlity thereof, to get a Livelyhood for them- 
ſelves and Families. But there is no neceflity of 
any {in ; Duties are neceflary, but fins are never 
neceflary, and the gain which is gotten by fin, 
is: ke the gain ofa Garment, which hath the 
Plague in it , which if 1t bring warmth for the 
preſent, quickly alſo may bring fickneſs and 
death: and it Couzening brings gam into the 
purſe, it preſently brings the Plague mto the heart, 
and quickly will bring the pain and pumſhment . 
of. Hell. | 

To defraud another in dealing, is but a more 
covert way of ttealing , and it 1s as lawtull to 
take a Purſe upon the High-way, as to take a 
Shilling by fraud in the Shop z the difference 
lies only -in the degree, the nature of the fin 
w_ which Ff 


m the City. 

which is Theit, is the ſame in both. And the 
Lord, as he' hath expreſly torbidden this fm,” {6 
he hath threatned to avenge it, 1 Theſſ. 4. 6. That 
720 man go beyond or defraud his Brother (not only 
in a greater thing but) in any matter, becauſe the 
Lord z the avenger F of all ſeach. Te {ſeveral 'ways 
which Tradeſmen have had of defraudug, would 
be too large” for me to ſpeak of, neither am 1 
fo skilfull as to underſtand. The falſ tying of 
Weights and Meaſures 15 grofs, a 'ftin practiſed 
among the Fews of old, which God threatens 
to puniſh them tor, H' J: 12. 7. Ephraim is a mer- 
chant, the ballances of deceit are in his hand. And 
both their ſin and Gods anger arefet forth, Mic. 
6. 10, 17, 12, 13. Are there yet the rreaſiires of 
wickedneſs in the houſes of the wicked, and the ſcant 
meaſure which is abominable ? ſhall TI count then 
pure with the wicked ballunces, and with the bas 
of deceitfull weights ? For the rich. men thereof are 
full of violence, " and the Tababitants thereof have ſþo- 
her lyes, and their tongue is deceitfull in their mouth 


Therefore alſo will T make thee fick, in ſmiting thee, 


in making thee deſolate, becauſe of thy ſins. And 
was it not thus with Loom? Did they not 
fallitie Weights and Meaſures, - and fallithe Com- 
modities, and ſpeak falfly concerning the price 
of them, and take unconſcionable gas, and yet 
profeſs kinde uſage of their Cuſtomers, whom 
they did moſt exact upon ? * But 1 I could, x 


; ſhould not open the cunning wayes which ſome 


have found out, of defrauding and over-reach- 


1ng, leaſt any ſhould learn, and be enticed to 
practiſe the fin by the very rcproof of It, It, as 1 havc 
heard {ome have done. 


Now 
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Now (ach perſons, who have gotten their 
wealth by defrauding and over-reaching their 
brethren, bring themſelves mto ſuch a ſnare of the 
Devil, that very few ever get out, but are dragg'd 
by him thereby into hell 3 becauſe it is not bare 
grieving for this {1n, which 1s neceſſary to the 
obtaining of a pardon 3 but reſtitution 15 neceſ- 
fary z they muſt retund, they muſt reſtore, either 
to the partics themſelves, or to the poor, what 
they have gotten wrongfully, it they be able 3 
if net, as much as they have, otherwiſe they can- 
not be ſaved. No ſalvation came to Zachexs till 
he was reſolved upon reſtitution of what he had 
wrongfully gained, Lxke 19.8, 9. God ſmites his 
hand at diſhoneſt gain, E1eK. 21.13. and this 1s 
one {in which I believe God hath ſmitten London 
for. | 
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. 21. The one and twentyeth ſn of London is 
Prodigality and Profuſe ſpending , Some have 
fpared too much through covetouſneſs, others 
have ſpent too much through prodigality. Li- 
berality is a great vertue 3 and bountiful cha- 
rity an excellent grace, which London hath not 
been without 3 but prod.gality is a great fin. 
Thus ſome have ſpent above their degree, laviſh- 
ing out. their Eftates on their tables, on thcir 
houſes, on their cloathes; but the worſt prodi- 
gality hath bcen, in that which men have la- 


viſhed out in the ſatisfaction of their luſts, in 
drunkenneſs, gaming, whoring, and the like 3 and 


eſpecially thoſe, who have ſpent profuſely that 
wiuch hath been none of their own, but what 
thy 
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they have-taken up on credit of others 3 have 
been moſt grofly guilty of this fin, © - 

__ ©» Anqurito this tin of prodigality and profuſe- 
| nels, I may ret;r the fin of exceſſive mirth and 
+> jollity, which hath becn in London, there is air 
harmleſs mirth which is lawfull; and there is 
a ſpiritual cheartulneſs, which 1s the duty of 
Chriſtians : though in times of great fin and af- 
fiction of Gods people, ſackcloth aud mourning 
doth become Chriſtians, and ſome expreſſions of 
joy which are more carnal, ſhoull be much for- 
born : But Iam ſpeaking of the mirth of ſuch, 
who have had the leaſt ground for mirth of any, . 
namely the wicked, unto whom no peace nor 
joy in that eſtate doth belong : for Them to 
be ſo exceſſively merry and Jov1al, and frolick, 
expreſſing it in their prophane, obſcene, and 
{currilous jelting 3 m their mulick, ſinging, and 
dancing, in their ranting, roaring, and carouf- 
wg ; im many waltfull and profuſe wayes of 
{pcndingz when the Church is in ſackcloth, and 
lies a bleeding 3 as too many in London have 
done ; ſurely God hath been offended with this, 
and.hath been provoked to ſend dowa his judge- 
ments, to alter the cheer of Loxdon, and hereby 
to put them into mourning, which they were ſo 


averſe unto. | 7 
Had they foreſecn the Plague, and how many | 
of them ſhould have fallen by it, farely 1t would 
have damped their mirth; had they foreſeen the 
burning of the City of London, and that their 
houfes ſhould have tallen by the fire 3 {arely their 
laughter would have been turned into heavmels. 
Theſe judgements they could not _—_ but 

— | uture 
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future Judgment far more dreadful, they might 
have foreſcen, which ſhould have made an. un- 


preflion of ſorrow upon them if poſſibly by re- 
pentance they might avoid and eſcape it. Be 


- afflicted, and mourn, and weep, let your laughter be 


turned into mourning, and your joy into heavineſs, 
Jam. 4. 9. Such mourning if for fin might be a 
means to prevent fature muſeries, and eternal 
woe and weeping others they have reaſon to 
mourn for thoſe miſeries which will come upon 
them. Go to now ye rich men, weep and howl, 
for the miſeries that ſhall come upon you, Jam. 
5. 1. . but for prophane wicked perſons to ſing, 
and rejoyce juſtupon the brink of the grave aud 
hell, 1s very unreaſonable and. an aggravation of 
their other ſins. 


= 


22. The twenty ſecond fin of London is. envy- 
ing. And this ſin was to be found not only in 
Women. which envied others that exceeded 
them, in beauty of body, 1n cloaths, and drefling, 
and ſuch like toyes 3 but alſo in men, who en- 
vied them who were of the ſame trade, which 
had. better houſcs and ſhops, morc cuſtome aud 
wealth than themſclves, as Hefrod 


Kat xegapevs Keraype Kolker, x; Thr Thx[ay 3 


Kes m]wx%} nloxw goin rat dod'ls dod's. 


Yea this envying was to be found among many 
Miniſters, who. envied others that had better 
parts, and more learning, greater applauſe, and 
more auditors than themſelyes, There was a 


ſpirit 


Pirit among us which luſted to envy , Jam. 4. 5. 
which beſides the great torment that it brings 
to the ſpirit where it reigns, 15 a very great pro. 
vocation to the Lord. 


— —_ —— 


23. The twenty third ſn f London is REO: 
and backbiting, whuctt hath been the conlimigt 
of the former. The ninth commandment hath 
been exceedingly broken in London, clpecially 
in a private way of bearing falſe witnels againſt 


the neighbour, and wounding his reputation by 


a {landerous tongue 3 ſome inventing lyes, and 
railing ſlanders, which they have in their con- 
ſciences known to be falſe 3 others taking up 
flanders, readily believing them without any 
juſt proof. This fin you have {er forth with a 
caution to take heed of ſuch perſons, Fer. 9. 
4, 5. London hath bcen full of backbiters and 
tale-bearers, and too many protcſſours have bzen 
guilty of this ſm : few have entertained back- 
biters with an angry countenance, which as the 
wind driveth away rain, would have driven 
them out of light. I might here add the hatred 
of one another that hath been in- London (much 
through fſlanders |) the emulation that hath riſen 
from hatred 3 the wrath that hath riſen from 
emulation ; and the-wrath of God which hath 
ariſen from theſe and other works of the ficth, 
{poken of, Gal. 5. 19, 20. 
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24. The twentyfourth fin of London is murmur- 
7ng : and that not only in want, and under loſſes 
and crofſes but alſo in fulneſs and plenty. Ma- 
ny Farmersin the Countrey have murmured at 
the plenty and cheapneſs of Corn many trade(- 
men in the City have murmured at the plenty of 
the- commodities which they have dealt m 3 
becauſe however ſuch plenty is a publick and 
unſpeakable mercy, yet they have had the leſs 
private advantage which hath been chiefly re- 
garded by them. Yea ſome in their murmur- 
ing have wiſhed for a Plague, that the furvivers 
might have the better trade 3 And I have heard 
that a Fire alſo hath been wiſht for, to take 
off the plenty of ſuch commodities, that 
the remainder might bear the higher rate. 
Is it a wonder then it God have ſent Plague and 
Fire which ſome have called for by ſuch mur- 
muring ſpecches ? The Iſraelites m the Wilderneſs 
were plagued for their murmuring 3 and the 
murmaring company of Corah, that were not 
ſwallowed up with him were conſumed by a fire 
from Heaven. 


_ -_ 


25. The twenty fifth and laſt fin of T:ondon , 
which T ſhall ſpeak, of, is Carnal ſecurity , ano- 
ther of Sodems ſins... It 1s ſaid of the Sodomites, 
LuK. 17. 28, 29. 1z the days of Lot, they did eat, 
they drank, they. bought, they ſold, they planted, 
they builded : But the ſame day that Tot went 
owt of Sodom, it rained fire and brimſtone from 
Heaven, 


in uh FO 


Heaven, and deſtroyed them all. When London had 
rovoked God bo highly by ſo many ſins, yet 
vi {ecure were they before his judgements 
broke forthupon them, they eat and drank, they 
bought and ſold, &c.. They fate at caſt, and put 
far from thetn the evil day, as Amns &E. they WEre 
{till, and at reſt, little expecting fuch changes as 
have come upon them, and taking little care to 
prevent them:they were ſecure ard truſted m arms 
of fleſh, broken reeds which have alwayes failed. 
And L might add here as a cauſe of the {ccurity 
of ſome, the preſumptuous confidences of future 


_ events which belong only to God to foreknow 3 


which ſome have taken upon them ſo abſolutely 


to determine as if they had looked into the book 


of Gods decrees, or had an infallible revelation 
trom him cf what ſhould come to paſs. © the 
good daycs that ſome have looked for upon the 
preſumption of what they had no ground for, 
Great expeCtations many had of the Fall of An- 
tichrift and Babylon mn the year 1666. and other 
events, limiting times, which God hath not clear- 
ly revealed, which is an entrenching -upon Gods 
prerogative, and Ibclievc a greatcr provocation 
than tuch perſons 'are aware of. This may b. 

one reaſon why London 1s fallen inſtcad of Baby- 
lon, in this year of ſuch expectation and prc- 
ſumption. 

By this time it may be the Reader may bz 
wearied with reading, as I am with thinking 
and writing of Loxdons 1111s, But how hath the 
Lord been wearied with the bearing of them, 
how hath he been preſſed with the weight ot 
them, as a Cart is prefſed that is tull of Rube ? 

26. N 3 Amos 
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Amos 2. 13. If when you have read of Lox- 
dons judgements, withall you conſider Londons 
provocations, you muſt needs acknowledge that 
God is righteous in that he hath puniſhed 'Loz- 
don no more than they have deſerved for theſe 
ſins. | 


—— 


-H "Ss Righteouſneſs will further appear, if 
we conlider that he' hath puniſhed Lon- 
don leſs than her iniquities deſerved, 

I. God might have puniſhed London defcrv- 
edly with more dreadful judgements here 3 and 
that both i the ſame and another kind. 

I. God might have deſervedly puniſhed London 
worſe in the ſame kind, 

1. In the judgement of the Plagwez It was 
a dreadful Plague indeed ; but God could have 
made it more dreadful; where he ſhot one ar- 
row, he might have ſhot an hundred : he viſited 
many. families; he might have viſited every fa- 
muly 3* and ſwept every houſe with the beeſome 
of deſtruction. - Though ſo many fell, yet Tbe- | 
lieve that five parts in 11x of the inhabitants of 
London were preſzrved ; God might have taken 
away the five parts, and have left but one alive : 
yea it might have been faid of London, as it was 
of Iſrael, - Amos 5. 2, 3. Tye Virgin of Ijrael ts 
fallen, ſhe ſhall riſe no more , the City that went 
out by 2 thouſind ſhall lexve an hundred. God 
might have made every hundred that dyed by” 
the Plague, a thouſand 3 he might have ſent out 
his arrows after all the inhabitants of Londm, 


_ that were gone into the Countrey 3 and {mutten 


them 


F 
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them whereſoever he found them : or he might 
have met with them upon their return home, 


and given commiſſion to Death to lay hold on 


them aſſoon as they entred into their doors. He 
might have depopulated the City of London by 
the Plague; fo that every houſe ſhould have 
had dead Corpſes lying, and none to bury them. 
He might have made our Plague wonderful, fear- 
ful, _ of long continuance. 

We that have ſurvived ſo great a mortality, 


| have reaſon to fay, that delervedly it might 


have been greater-z that we deſerved as much 
or more to fall, for our more heinous ſins, than 
thouſands that are gone down into the pitt, ſurely 
it is of the Lords mercies that we are nit conſumed ; 
he was merciful in ſparing of us 3 he would 

have been righteous if he had deſtroyed us. 
Think with your-ſelves, you that are alive, and 
reman eſcaped ; how feartul would the Plague 
have been, if it had come home to your houles 3 
you were afraid to hear of others houſes viſited 
and ſhut up; what would you have bcen, if it 
had entered your doors? you were afraid when 
others were ſtruck with the diſeaſe; what would 
you have becn, if you had been ſiruck your 
ſelves? Smmers, what would yorrhave done if 
the arrow had pierced through youy Livers, if 
under ſuch guilt and wrath you had been ſmit- 
ten ? when you had ſuch a Plague of fin in 
your hearts, if you ſhould have had the Plague 
of Peſtilence in your bodies; if when you were 
{o rotten and corrupt, and dchiled inwardly , 
you ſhonld have had boyls, and blanes, and run- 
ning ſores outwardly ; if when conſcience was 
pb N 4 = 
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Py {o filled with owlt; your bodies ſhould have been 


flled with this diſeaſe; In a word 3 If when you 
had the marks of Hell and damnation in your 
ſouls, you ſhould have had the marks of inevita- 
ble death in your ' bodics3 Oh the dread that 
would have ſciſed upon you ! The Judgement 
of the Plague .might have been worle to you 
you might have ſpent above: a year in Hell by 


this time among Devils. and damned Spirits ; 


you might by this time have b:en mured to 
thoſe torments which yet you could not have en- 
dured, but muſt have endured for cver without 
any poſſibility ot deliverance for evcr. 

Many of you- who have eſcaped, have your 
Families unbroken, when other waole Families 
are [wept away. Suppoſe thy dear Wife had 
fallen, or thy hopcfull Children had been nipt 
by death in the very bud, and. your Fanulics had 
been maimed ; the Judgement would have bcen 
much ſor:r on you, None can ſay but God 
might have righteouſly puniſhed London more 
ſcverely by the Plague. 

2. God might have puniſhed Londen alſo 
more. ſeverely by the Fire, The greatcli part 
of the City 1s fallen, it might have ben the 
whole : Moſt -of the City- within the Walls is 


coulumed 3 the flames might have ifſaced forth 


at all the Gatcs, and conſumcd all the Suburbs 
too : all the goods might have bcen burnt with 
the houſes, and all the Inhabitants with the Ha- 
bitations. 

The Fire, though it burned dreadfully, yet it 
began at one end and came on fo flowly, that 
moſt of the Inhabitants of London had time to 
remove 


L in the Ci. © 
remove themſelves, and the choyceſt of their 
goods; ſome Livelihood was left, and Materials 


tor a fature Trade, 


| Suppoſe the Fire had been fo fudden, or had 
been kindled in ſo many places, that there had 
been no poſſibility of removing any thing, ex- 
cept the perſons themſelves. Suppoſe all the 
Silver, and Gold, and rich Plate of the City had 
been melted by this Fire, that all the Wares and 
Merchandize, all the Garments, Beds and Houſ- 
hold goods had been turned into aſhes 3 and ma- 
ny thouſand Families, that have been turned out 
ot houſe had been turned out of all, and quite 
bereaved of all their Subſtance, fo that nothing 
had remained to them for, neceſſary uſe, this 
would have been very fore. _ 

Alas! what would they have done ? whether 
would they have gone for rchet? Would- the 
Court have ſupplyed them ?- Could the Coun- 
trey have helped and maintained fo many , 


when ſo much impoveriſhed themſclyes, that 


m many places they are hardly. able to live ? 
Could they have hoped for relicf from forcign 
Nations? Arenot all the World almoſt our Ene- 
mics? Is Charity ſo warm abroad ? Alas ! what 
would they have done ? Muſt not many of them 
have pincd away in their wants, and ſtarved un- 
der Hedges, tor lack of ſuitable provitions. -This 
would have been dreadfull indeed. os 
_ Or ſuppoſe they had lugg'd their Goods out 

of London from the Fire, and the whole City 
had been burnt down with all the Suburbs, and _ 
no habitations left ſtanding hereabouts, what 
would they have done with their*goods ? where 
| | would 
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would they have diſpoſed of them? How could 
they any waycs have continued their Trades ? 
Where could they have diſpoſed of their perſons ? 
How could they have lived this -cold Winter 
Seaſon ? Could they have ftruck up Booths .pre- _ 
{ently , fit for themſtlves to abide in, which 
would have ſheltred them from the injury of the 
weather ? where would they have had materaals, 
when all was burnt ? 

Alas ! what would they have done ? muſt not 
their goods have been ſpoyled by lying abroad ?_ 
would not they themſelves, who had been uſed 
to ſo much tenderneſs, have quickly grown ſick, 
and died in the Fields ? would not thouſands 
have ſtarved for cold ? and what Proviſion could 
they have had for food and other neceſſaries ? 
Beſides; would they not have been a prey to 
Theeves and Cut-throats? Would not many af 
their Enemies, who laughed at the fall of the 
City, have rejoyced much more, and taken ad- | 
vantage to come upon them in their nakedneſs, 
and batcher'd them without mercy? 

But, ſippoſe the Fire that begun at one corner, 
had been kindled in every Gate at the ſame time; 
when all the Inhabitants had been aſleep in their 
Houſes, and they had been inclgſed with flames, ' 
and no poflibility of eſcape, how dreadfull would 


- theFire have been then? If when they awakened 
in the Mprning they had ſcen the ſmoke aſcend- 
Toh 


ing d about them,- and the Fire drawing 
peer to them; if both ends of a ſtreet had been 
on Fire together , and they in the midſt, and 
had heard with the roaring of the Fire, a greater 
roaring of the People that were burning = 
| the 
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the Houſesz O the ruefull looks Oh the hor- 
rible ſhricks by women and- children ! oh: the 
dreadfull amazement and perplexity which 
would have been in ſuch a place and caſe ! To 
be burnt alive is dreadfull; but think what tor- 
tures would have been in the ſpirits of guilty fin- 
ners, who had not made their pcace with God, 
that had ſlept out the Harveſt and day of Grace, 
that had made no Provilion for death and Eter- 
nity ! The rojſe and roaring without, would 
have been nothing to the laſhes and tearings 
within them ; the Fire in their Houſes would 
have been but ſmall, in compariſon of the fire m 
their Conſciencesz and the flames of Hell-fire, 
which if awakened, thcy would have ſeen juſt 


before them. 
%*. This Judgement of the Fire might have been 


more dreadfull than it was ; Perſons are eſca- 


ped; Goods and Wealth much faved; Houſes 
ſtanding to receive them'z Trade going on 3 God 
might have puniſht London more ſorely. in the 
{ame kinde, BY... 

2. God might have puniſhed London more ſe- 
verely in other kindes of Judgements. 

1. He night have brought upon them, and 
upon the whole Land, the Sword of a Foreign 
Enemy, as he did upon Ferzuſalem, and the land 
of Fudea, for their ſins, which being ſo pathe- 
tically ſet forth by the Prophet Feremy, 4. v. 16. 
to the end, I ſhall repreſent to the eye. 

A Voice declareth from Dan, and publiſheth af* + 
flition from Mount Ephraim, make ye mention to 
the Nations 3, behold , publiſh againſt Jeruſalem , 


that Watchers come from a fay Countrey, and give 
out 
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out their voice againſt the Cities of Judah: As 
Keepers of the Field they are againſt ber round about, 
becanſe ſhe hath been: rebellious againſt me, ſaith the 
Lord. Thy way and thy doings have procured theſe 
things unto thee, this is thy wickedneſs, becauſe it 
2s bitter, becauſe it reacheth unto thine heart. My 
borcels, my bowels, I am pained at my very heart, 
my heart maketh a noiſe within me, T cannot hold 
my peace , becauſe thou haſt heard, O my ſoul, the 
found 'of the Trumpet , the Alarm of Warr. De- 
ftrutfion upon deftruction is cryed, for the whole land - 
z ſpoyled, and my curtains in a moment, How long 
ſhall T ſee the Standard, and hear the ſound of the 
Trumpet , I beheld, and” all the (ities were broken 
down at the preſence of the Lord, and by his fierce 
anger, for thus hath the Lord ſaid, The whole land 
ſhall be deſolate \ for this ſhall the lapd mourn, and 
the Fbavens above be lack, The whole City ſhall flee 
for the noiſe-of the Horſemen and the Bomwmen, they 
ſhall go into the Thickets, and climbe up upon the 
Rocks every City ſhall be forſaken, and not a man 
dwell there, And when thiu art ſpryled, what 
wilt than do ? though thou cloatheft thy felf with 
Crimſon, though thou deckeſt thy ſelf with Ornaments 
of Gold, though thou renteſt thy face with Paint- 
ing , in vain ſhalt thou make thy ſelf fair; thy 
lovers ſhall deſpiſe thee, they will ſeek thy life : for 
T have heard a voice, 4s of a woman in travell, and 
the anguiſh as of her that bringeth forth her firjt 
childe;, the woice of the daughter of Lion, that be- 
waileth her ſelf, that. ſpreadeth forth her hands , 
ſayng, Wo is me now, for my ſoul is wearied bt- 
cauſe of murtherers. This might have becn the 
Judgement, and theſe the | Subba of Lendon 
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and England , which would have been worſe . 


than Plague or Fire. The Plague reached ma- 
ny, but the Sword might have reached all 3 the 
Fire devoured Houſes, but the Sword mught 
have devoured the Inhabitants. The Lord might 
have brought a For:ign Sword, and open Inva- 
fion; or he might have given up London to a 
more private ſudden Butchery and Maſſacre by 
the hands of cruel Papiſfts, as was fearzd z which 
would have been more dreadfall than the Maſſa« 
cre of the Proteſtants by the Papiſts in Paris; be- 
cauſe our numbers do ſo far exceed thoſe” which 
were 1n that City. | 

If bloody Papiſts had come into our Houles 
in the dead of the Night, with ſuch kinde of 
Knives in their hands as were found after the 
Fire in Barrels; and having {ct Watch at every 
Streets end, had ſuffered none to eſcape, but 
cruelly ſlaughtered the Husband with the Wife, 
the Parents and the Children together , rip- 
ping up women with Childe, and not ſparing 


eithex the Silver hair, or the Sucking Babe; It 


there had been a cry at midnight, They are come, 


| but no poſſibility of flying from them, or making 


refilttance againſt chem ; 1f inſtead of: heaps of 
Stones and Bricks in the top of every lireet, 
there had been heaps of dead Bodies, and the 
Kennels had been made to run down with gore- 
blood 3 ſure this Judgement would have bzen 
more dreadfull than the Plague or Fire, which 
have been among, us. 

2. God might have puniſhed London with 
Famine, which 1s a greater Judgement than the 
Plague or Sword; It . the Lord had broken 

the 
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the whole aff of bread, and cut off all provi- 
fions of tood from the many thouſand fouls that 
lived in and about the City 3; how dreadful 
would this have been ! If a famine had been ſo 


ſore in London; that people ſhould have been 
forced to eat one another and their own fleſh, 


| as 1t was 1n Samaria and Feruſalem ; If inſtead 


of houſes in London, God ſhould have made the 


people as fucl of the Fire in this judgement, as 


1s threatned , Eſa. 9.19, 20. Through the wrath 
of the Lord of Hoſts is the Land darkened ; and 
the people ſhall be as the fucl of the fire, no man 
ſhall ſpare his brother, and he (hall ſnatch on bis 
right hand and be hungry ; and he ſhall eat on 
the left hand, and not be ſatisfied , they ſhall eat 
every man the fleſh of his own arms : If London 
had bzen forced through hunger to eat the fleſh 
of their own arms, and the fruit 'of their own 
bodies, Oh what a diſmal face would there 
have been in the City ! and how would death 
have been choſen rather than life 3 -in the by-us- 
unconceivable pain of gnawing hunger ! Thoſe 
which dye by the Plague or are ſlam by the- 
ſword, would. be counted happy in compariſon 
with them that /iveunder ſuch a judgement. 
Lalily, The righteouſucls of God 1n the judge- 
ments he hath inflicted on London, appears in 
that he might inſtzad of Plague and fire on earth 
have puniſhed them with the plagues and fire 


_ of hell ;, which ſuch fins as we have reckoned 


up have abundantly deſerved. Tyre and Sidon 
now in Hell; Sodom and Gomorrah under the 
vengeance of eternal fire, were not guilty of ſuch 


fins as London was guilty of. F 
And 


| in' the City. 

And what are body plagues here, in compari- 
ſon of ſoul plagues hereafter ? what is a fire that 
burns down a City, in compariſon with the hire 
of hell, which ſhall burn the darnned, and never 
be quenched. | 

God hath puniſhed London no more than her 
iniquities have deſerved 3 God hath punifhed 
London leſs than her iniquities have deſerved, 
therefore in ſpeaking moi terribly, he hath an- 
{wered moſt righteoully. 


—. 
k * 


Sncr, 8. 


3- rey the deſignof theſe judgements. What 
4 doth God mean by this terrible voice ? by 
Peaking ſuch terrible things in the City of London ? 
The Lord hathnot only ſpoken but cryed and 
ſhouted, he hath lifted up his voice like a Trum- 
. pet and his voice hath not been inarticulate 
and infignificant ; but hath. had a meaning 
and they that have an ear to hear, may under- 
ſtand ; for as the: voice of the Lord hath cryed 
in the City, ſo the voice of the Lord hath cryed 
to the City, Mic. 6.9. The Lords voice cryeth un- 
. to theCity, The man of Wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name, 
hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it. Some 
take notice of the judgements themſelves, and 
the etfke&s of them upon themſclves and fanti- 
lies 3 They diſcourſe of the Plague, and how 
many dyed thereby, that they have loft ſuch a 
relation, ſuch a friend or neighbour was viſited 
and dyed quickly ; They diſcourſe of the Fare, 
whe it began,” how it increaſed and _—_—_— 
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what day ſuch. a firect fell, and where their 
houſes were conſumed, what they loſt, and how 


much they faved : And it may be, ſome ſpeak. 


of the hands of men, that were ſuſpe&ed to en- 
kindle and carry it on; 'but few diſcourſe of the 
hand of God which ſeut both Plague and Fire, 


and what he means by. ſuch ſtrange and dread- 


ful judgements - But the man of wiſdom, ſuch 
as are| wiſe do conſider that theſe judgements 
Fpring not out of the duſt, but were ſent down 
rom Heaven, They ſee Gods Name, and Gods 
hand that hath been ſtretched forth upon Londor. 
They know that both Plague and Fire have had 


their commiſſion from the God of Heaven ; other- 


wiſe they could not have wrought with ſuch forc 
and power. | 


They ſee Gods Name, that 1s, the glorious at-. 


tributes of his name diſplayed. God proclaim- 
ed his Name before Moſes when he'cauſed his 
goodnels to paſs before him 3 and - diſcovered 


hunſelf to be the Lord, the Lord God gracious and 


merciful, ſlow to anger, abundant in lovingkind- 
neſ7, goodneſs and truth, Exod, 34.6. And: God 
hath proclaimed his Name before London, in 


cauſing his judgements to come upon the City ; ' 


and hath declared himſelf to be the LordF the 
Lord God Holy and - Fealous, a God that can be an- 
gry when much provoked, and yet rightcous in the 
ſevereſt judgements which he doth infiifg., A man 
of wiſdom may ſee Gods Name in Londons 
judgements, and as he may ſee powcr and righte- 
ouſneſsin Gods name; ſo he may ſee graceand 
gocdnels in the name of God, which hath paſſed 


| before the City ; he may ſee and know that God 


hath 


© un % al aw a a © 


t] 


. inthe City. -_ 
hath a gracious meaning and deſign of good to 
London in theſe judgements 3 he may ſee Gods 
name, and hear Gods voice, and what it is that 
he ſpeaketh by the rod. 

Oh that London were thus wiſe ! that they 
would open their eyes and fee Gods Name ! 
Gods hand fo juſt and righteous 3 as alſo open 
their ears, and hear Gods voice, and underftand 
Gods deſign (ec gracious, and ſo much for their 
good ! O that God would open the ears of Lon- 
don, and bend them to the diſcipline of his judge- 
ments! that with the loſs of friends and relati- 
ons by the Plague, and of houtes and goods by 
the Fire z they may not loſe the good of theſe 
Judgemenuts too, though of another kind , yet 
of far greater value, which God intends them. 

Theenquiry then'is, hat meaneth the Lord by 
| the Plague, and by the Fire in the City ? what doth 
be call for by this terrible voice ? and ok, for in 
London, that theſe judgements may turn to their a1- 
vantage £ 

The duties which God expets from London 
after ſuch deſolations by the Plagus and Fire, are 
theſe, 


y'Y - —_ A. 
— — —— 


I. God expeds that London ſhould awake, Lon- 
don hath been aſleep 3 beth the fooliſh and the 
wiſe Virgins have been aſleep 3 and when ſuch a 
voice hath come.down in theſe judgements , 
which have been revealed from Heaven, crying, 
in the midnight of their carnal ſecurity, Behold, 
the great God is come forth from his place, and is 
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entred into London in fary;, (urely all ſhould 
awake and ariſe, and prepare to meet him, fſce- 
ing none can flee from him. God hath fcemed 
to be aſleep, while he exerciſed fo much pati- 
ence towards London; his arm lept in. his/bo- 
fore ; but now-'the Lord hath been awakened 
with the loud cry of England:and Londons tins 
his arm hath, awaked, and put.on firength and 
VENgeances IST'S! £1 SG 
. Awake! then  O: Londow awake ! open thine 
eyes, draw thy curtains ;: come forth of thy. bed 
look out of thy. windows 3+1Apparitions ! *Appas 
ritions ! ſtrange-fights.toLbelcen;y Behold ! :Hea- 
ven is opened, "and God'15 come downi:n 
earth 3 cloathed with garments of hghtning':s God 
is come down in his Majeliy,. and looks: upon 
London with a terrible countenance ; Benoldithe 
amazing terrour of God in the: late. ſtrange and 
prodigious.Judgements. What !' docſt thownot 
fee him ? ſurely (thou art faft aflcep fill , thine 
Eycs are cloſed, the vail is betore them. L242 
Arvake 1. London Amwake ! open thire - ears, 


_ Harke! Oh the Trumpct that hath been found- 


ig trom Heaven over the City excceding loud ! 
Oh the Thundrings of the terrible voice of the | 
Auyry God ! the voice of the Lord hath been 
powerful and very dreadful ; What ! canlt thou 
flcep under ſuch a noiſe? tyrely thou art dead 
aſleep, dead in' fin and: fecyrity. © What will 
awaken thee, if thele Judgements do not.awaken | 
thee? It a ſhrill and Joud trumpet donot pierce. 
thine ears, will ſoft mutick enter ? if the found 
of *Canicons be not heard, car any expe& that 
Pittols thoulg ? It when the Lyon roareth in 
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thine ears thou canſt ſleep ſtill, will foft whiſpers 


awaken thee ? What: will awaken thee it the 
loud voice of thelfe. judgements do not awaken 
thee? The Lord-called upon'ithee betore by his 
Miniſters, by his metcics : now. he hath ſhoutcd 
in thine ears by his Jiidgements.- 

Awake ! Londen Awake !, Thou haſt Ib 
—_ out cf thine habitation 4 methinks tho 
ſhouldeſt be rouztd: out of thy:ſeeurity : What ! 
fleep when dying ! :dymg by. the Plague, and 
tumbling into the grave * ! what ſlezp, when burn- 
ing! burning by tae tire, and tumbling into.dc- 
folation ! What! ſleep m a ſtorm! when winds 
are blowing, and waves roaring, {ca entring, 
and ſhip ſinking ! 1/bat meanc}t tho O ſheper ! 
could - the. Heathen Ship-matcr ſay; in ſuch a 
caſe, unto Fonah, chap. 1.5, 6. when he. lay faft 
atleep in the fides of the ſhip: Arif, call upon thy 
God 3 if God will think, upon us that we "periſh 
z0t. And may not I fay, What meaneſt thou 
O fleepy London; hatt thou not perceived the 
ftorm that hath beaten fo fiercely on thy head? 
doſt-thou not perceive that thy {hip is ſhattered 


_ and broken? andthe Sea 1s coming in 'amain, 


and thou art in danger of ſinking, and that 
quickly, unleſs ſome ſpeedy courle be taken tor 
prevention ? And yet canſt thoa ilcey _ ' 
Awake ! ariſe ! call upon thy God, it fo be 
will think upon us, that we periſh not. 
God calls upon ſleepy ſrmmrs to awake, Sup- 


| poſe. you were 'under the power. of crucl cne- 


mies, that had killed your husbands, or wives, 
or-'dear children and friends ; and you knew not 
how {oon they might tall upon you, and cut 
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your throats; could you fleep ſecurely in the 
ſame houſe with ſuch perſons ? 

You are under the. power of Tyrannicall luſis, 
which are far worſe enemies 3 you are under the 
reigning power of fin, which hath brought the 
Plague into the-City 3 and whereby ſome of you 
have been deprived of "theſe relations 3 and you 
know not how ſoon. fin may bring death upon 
your ſelves, not only the firft, but the ſecond 
death 3 not only temporal, but eternal death and 
deprive you not only of life, but happineſs, and 
all hopes of the lealt ſhare in it for ever : And 
yet can you ſleep ſecurely with fin in your hearts ? 
with. ſuch-an enemy, with ſuch a viper m your 
bolomes ? 

When the Fire was in London I believe few of 
you could take much ſleep for divers nights to- 
gether z when the Fire was burning m your 
{ireets, and burning down your houſes, you 
could not fleep in your houſes lealt the Fire 
ſhould have burned your perſons too: And, 
when the Fire of luſt is within you, and burning 
within you ; when the fixe- of Gods anger 1s 
kindled above you, and. burning over you 3 and 
the fire of hell ſo dreadful and unextinguiſhable is 
burning beneath you 3 and you arc hanging over 


the burning lake by a twine thred, which cre. 


long will untwine of it ſelf, and may ere you 
arc aware, and ſuddenly be cut or ſnap: afunder, 
and then you muſt drop into the midft of flames 
can you ſleep under the guilt and power- of 1in, 

when you arein ſuch danger ? 
Awake ! finners awake! God doth not burn 
you preſently, but warns you firſt; he.burns your 
| houſes, 
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m the City. 

houſes, that. you might awake, and ſcape a 
more dreadful fire. Awake ! ſinners, when 
will you awake ! how often, how . long, how 
loud ſhall God call upon you, before you will 
ariſe ? Eph. 5, 14. Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and 
ariſe from the dead, and Feſus Chrit ſhall give 
thee life, | 

A litthe fleep, a little ſlumber, a little folding of 
the hands to refſt. What ! can you ſleep any longer 
now ? Was not this your tone long ago, when 
you were under the calls of the Word ? and is it 
the ſame under the Rod too? What will awaken 
you ? or when do you think you ſhall be awa- 
kened, if till you lye down in the Bed of ſe- 
curity; and love to ſlumber upon (the lap of 
pleaſure, and after a little ſtartle ſleep faſter than 
before ? | 

Miniſters have preached, and you have ſlept 
under. their Sermonsz but when God hath 
preached, methinks you ſhould awake. When 
Paul preached to Felix a Sermon of Judgement, 
Felix trembled. God hath preached One , nay 
Two Sermons of Judgement; and that more 
feelivgly than Pax! could ; methinks you ſhould 
. awake, and not drop aſleep ſo ſoon , becauſe 
God gives you a little reſpite to learn his Ser- 
mon, before he preach the third Sermon, which 
may be your laſt and ruining Sermon. It you 
do not awake by the {ound of his Judgements 
before you, you ſhall awake by the ſenſe of his 
Judgements upon you : If the Plague and Firc 
of London do not awaken you, you ſhall be awa- 
 kened by the plagues and fire of Hell, whict 
you ſhall ſ& and feel , but not be ablc or fic 
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from, as here you might do, if preſently : awa- 
kened. 

God calls upon fleepy Sinneis: to awake, and 
Gad calls upon drawſie Saints to awake z and was 
there not great need? were not the Forahs gone 
gown into the lides of the Ship. and lying on 
P:llows? WecreBnot the wiſe Virgins' turning 
toohth, ſleeping with the reft, untrimm'd and 
undrel$d ? Had there not. of late a ſtrange tor- 
pour and benummednels ſeized upon the ſpirits 
of Gods own people ? Was not the ancient vi- 
go0ur and activity, which once they had in the 
ways and Worſhip of God, much abated and 
decayed bctore. theſe Judgements came upon 
London £ 

Awake then ye drowlie Saints, awake ! put on 
your Garments, which you have laid afl de to 
the diſcovery of your Nakcdnels; ſhake your 
{elves from the duſt, which hath come and (ul- 
lied your faces, and looſen the bands of fleep. God 
hath bcen thundring , your Father hath been 
angry, and diſpleaſed with-you as well as with 
others: Your God hath ſpoken in his ]ealoutie, - 
and he hath ſpoken im his tury; he hath ſpoken 
with a loud voice in righteoufnchs and 1 Judge- 
ment, 

Awake ! ye Children, your Father 1s ſtirring, 
and knocking, and- ca ling , yea he hath entred 
your Chamber, and ſmitten you on this tide 
and rhatz and yct will you, not ariſe ? He hath 
been crying' in your Earsz now he 1s looking 
and harkening whether you will cry in His, and 
what you will fay and do tor the prevention of 
Fc ruine of Enzland, which he ſeems to be 

6 | threat- 
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threatning. It is high time to awake out offleep, 
for now 1s the utter deſirucion,. of the City and 
Nation necrer it: may be than you believe or 
imagine. Awake then, put off your Cloaths of 
night and darkneſs, in which you have bzen 
fleeping , and put on your Garments of light. 
Cloath your. ſelves with humility, and begirt you 
with all your graccs, and get you to Gods knee, 
hang about hisarm3 pat your ſclves1n the breachz 
It may be the Lord. may think #pon us,that we periſh 


© not, | 
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2. The Lord doth now after his ſeakhing by ter- 


rible things , expe that London ſhould jtand in 


awe of him. . Gods Judgements made this Im- 
preflion upon David, Pſzl. 119. 120. My fleſh 
trembleth for fear of Thee, and I am afraid of thy 
judgements. And fee how the Prophet Habaks 
kuk behaved himſelt, when God ſpake with a 
terrible Voice, chap. 3.2, &c. O Lord, I have 
beard thy ſpeech and was afraid, when God came 
down from Teman, the Fly One from Mount Pa- 
ran, Selah, when the Peſtilence went before him, 
and burning Coals went forth at his feet ; when the 
Nations were drove aſunier, the everlaſting Moun 
tains were ſcattered, and the perpetual hilis did bow; 


when the Tents of Cuſhan were in afflidtion, and 


the Curtatns of the land of Midian did tremble : 
when God did ride upon Horſes, and his Bow was 
made quite naked : when the Sun-and Moon did 
ftand flill in their habitations , at the light of his 
arrows that went forth, at the ſhining of bis olit- 
terin; Spear : wen God did march through the 
| F land 
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, voice , rottenneſs entred into his bones, &c.. And 


- Lord hath marched through the City in his 1n- 
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land in bis indignation, and walk: through the Sea 
with his horſes, and did wound the head out of the 
houſe of the wicked, and did ſtrike through habita- | 
tions with his ftaves: at this, the Prophet is % 
afraid, his Belly trembled, his lips: quivered at the 


when God hath come down from Heaven, the 
Holy One from Mount $07, Selah. When the 
Peſtilence hath gone before him , and burning 
Coals at his feet, when the Lord drove London 
alunder , ſcattered the Inhabitants, and made, 
the ſtately buildings to bow and fall, whoſe rear- - 
Ing up none can remember;- when thc Tents of 
London have been in affliction, and the Curtams 
of the City have trembled: when Death hath 
been riding upon Horſes, and his Bow hath been 
made quite naked; when the Heavens have been 
aſtoniſhed at Gods Judgements, and the Sun and 
Moon have hid their heads in their Habitations, 
at the ſhining of his glittering Spear : When the 


dignation, hath wounded the heads of ſo many 
wicked with his arrows, and ſtruck through fo. 
many Habitations with his ſtaves: Oh how 
ſhould London tremble and quiver, and ſtand in. 
awe of this glorious Majeſty, at the voice of theſe 
terrible Judgements / 

Read and apply what the Lord ſpeaketh by 
the Prophet TJaias, Chap. 33. 13, 14. Hear ye 
that are far off, what T have done, and ye that are 
neer, acknowledge my might. The ſinners of Sion are 
afraid, fearſulneſ hath ſurprized the hypocrites ; who 
among us ſhall dryell with devouring fire * who among 
Hs faall inhabit everlaſting burnings ? v.18. Thine 


heart 


\ 


mn the (ity. 
heart ſhall meditate terrour , where is the Scribe ? 
where 1s the receiver £ where #s he that counted the 
Towers £ | 
ys Methinks the finners now in London ſhould be 
afraid, and fearfulneſs ſhould furprize the Hypos» 
crites z When God hath ſent fo many of their 
number into the Everlaſting burnings of Hell by 
the Plaguez and by ſuch a devouring Fire hath 
conſumed ſo many Habitations. | 
'Tremble ye Sinners at this, and be ye horribly 
afraid all: ye workers of iniquity { God hath 
come down with a ſhout, the Lord with the 
found of a Trumpet: He hath taken his wea- , 
pons in his hand, and hath appeared in Londur 
as 24 furious Enemy : ſhould not this make the 
ſinners m the City to quake, and ſtrike a dread 
upon- the ſpirits of the rebellious ? When the 
Lord hath ſpoken thus, and done thus; be- 
cauſe of our fins, ſhould not London, yea all 
England, hear and fear, and do no mare ſo wice 
hedly. © : 
Becauſe God was patient: formerly, you pre- 
ſumed : becauſe ſentence againſt your evil works Eccl. g. 
was not ſpeedily executed theretore your hearts 
were hardened and reſolved in your evil ways. 
Becauſe the Lord kept ſilence, you thought he Pſal, 50. 
was altogether ſuch an one as your ſelves. You 1 
thought it may be that he took no more notice F 
of you, than you did of him; or that you had 
no more-reaſon to tear him, than he had to fear | 
you. You thought it may be, that God had | 
forſaken thc Earth 3 or had hidden his. face, and 
{hould never fee your wickedneſs : And oh how 
bold have you been, how audacious and fearleſs 
| in 
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in fin? Yoa were- afraid to offend man though 
a Worm, and yet you have 'not been afraid 
to offend God the King-of the whole World, 
Mens Laws have kept you from fome fur, but 
the Laws of God have not put upon you the leaſt 
reltraint. You have lived and t11'd as it there 
were no God, or as it he had b:en fo gentle, and 
mide, and mercitull, that you might do any 
thing, tv him, and he not ve difplcaſcd with you : 
or as f though he were difplealed, yet his 
diſpleature were not to be: regarded, and that 
he. had .no power to execute vengeance upon 
you. | 

But now Gods patience hath 1n a great mea- 


ſure ben turned into fury. Now. tinners you . 


may perceive a little that God can be augry.z 
and when his anger is kindled but a lictle, if it 
doth expreſs it ſelf fo dreadtully z what dread- 
f.i]] expreflions will -there be of 1t , when 1t 
breaks torth into an open flame ? It his anger 
be ſuch in the day of ſome lighter, temporal 
Tudgementsz what wall it be in the day of the 
Revelation of the treaſures of it, upon all the 
wicked, at the appearance cf Jeſus Chriſt ? 

But Gods vengeance now 1n theſe Judgements 


ſhould work your hearts to a fear and awe of 


this righteous Judge, who hath done ſuch exe- 
cutions in the City 3 it ſhould bridle and ttay you 
in that fearleſs courſe of tin, 1m which you were 


ruſhing on as the Horſe ruſheth into the bat- 


tle. 
When Balaams Aſs faw the Angel fland mn 
the way with a drawn Sword , he: was afraid, 


and would not go forward, though ſpurr'd on, 
T1 pe 1 and 
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mn the City. 
and bzaten by his Maſter. And when God ſtands 
in the way with his Sword of Judgement which 


hath made ſuch ſlaughter already, and is litred 


up again to ſtrike you, methinks you ſhould be 
afraid, and turn back : It is the way to Hell that 
God ftands in by his Judgements 3 and will you 
break through all into thoſe flames ? Oh ſtand 
m awe, and fin not, commune with your own 
hearts, Conſider what hath been doing ur Low 
don, and who hath done thele things. You have 
neerly eſcaped it may be with your livesz Oh 
learn to fear the glorious and feartull Name of the 
Lord God in theſe dreadfull Judgements. 

And as God doth expect that the World and 
his Enemies ſhould ſtand in awe of him. ſo alſo 
mach more that the. righteous and his people 
ſhould. Some it may be when God gave them 
free accels to him, and admitted unto familiari- 
ty with him, and encouraged them to boldneſs 
and contidence, and {tirowed their path with 
nothing but Mercy 3 it may be might abuſe his 
goodneſs, and forget to mmgle faith and love 
with due reverence and reſpect 3 and began to 
be too ſawcy with God , and peremptory, and 
did not confider their originall and diftance, and 
forgat the ſeverity which they deſerved for fin. 


'Fherctore God appears in the way of theſe Judge- 


ments with fuch terrible rebukes, that his own 
people might be brought unte a due awe and 
fear of his Name; that if they love him, they 
may fear him too; if they pray with boldneſs, 
they may pray alſo with reverence if they re- 
joyce an his goodneſs, they may tremble alfo at 
his Judgements, LEES, - 
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3. God doth expeft that London ſhould now 
ſearch - and try their wayes. When God had pu- 
nithed Feruſalem with dreadtull Judgements, in 


the Lamentation of which , the Prophet Fere-. 


mah doth ſpend a- Book, ſee what uſe and im- 
provement he calls upon the People to make 
hereof, Lam. 3. 40. Let ws ſearch” and try our 
Wzyes, and turn again unto the Lord. This was 
the practice of David mn the day of his trouble, 
Pſal. 77. 6. I commune with mine own heart, and 
my ſpirit made diligent ſearch. It hath been a day 
of Gods wrath in London, a day of trouble and 
diſtreſs, a day of waſting and deſolation, a day of 
darkneſs and ploomineſs, a day of clouds and thick. 


. darkneſs, as it was 1h Feruſalem , Zeph. 1. 15. 


There have been dark and thick Clouds over Lon- 
on , which in part have broken into dreadfull 


| Gorms and amazing Tempelts of Gods anger ex- 


preſſed in the late Judgements ; and- all have 
been the product of Londons fins, which may 
yet produce far worſe efftes: London is then 
called upon with a loud voice, to ſearch and 


- finde out thoſe fins which have been the trou- 


blcrs of the City. I ſuppoſe that true Citizens 
would be forward to ſearch after thoſe perſons 
that had a hand m the firlt kindling and carry- 
ing on the Fire, which burned their Habitations 


to theground : give me leave, and I ſhall make 


2 diſcovery of Londons Incendiaries , how you 
may finde the perſons, how you may trace their 
tootlteps , what marks they bare, what their 
Names are, and where their abode 3 and need I 


lead 


in the City. 
lead you far in the ſearch ? Thefinners, the ſinners 
of London did kindle the Fire of London; it was {in 
which fired the firſt houſe, and lin was like Oy 
poured upon the flames which put ſuch fury 


unto them, that none could withftand untill the - 


greatelt part of the City was fallen and turned 
into aſhes ; the Swearers, the Sabbath-breakers, 
the Adulterers, the Drunkards, the Unrighte- 
ous, the Prophane and the like ſinners have been 
Londons Incendiaries, and had a hand 1n pulling 
down this and other judgements upon. the place 
where they lived 3 and is it hard to find out theſe 
perſons ? are thcy gone far from the place of 
their former abode ® the skirts of Londoz: are re- 
maining, and if. you turn up the $kirts, or turn 
your eye under thern, and look into the houlſcs 
lianding about the City, may you not find many 
of theſe perſons, theſe vile ftinners inhabicing , 
who are fti]] blowing hard at the Fire of Gods 
anger, and pulling hard with cords of vanity and 
lin, tor further judgements? Search, Loxdon 
{carch, and tind out thine enemies, thy deſtroyers 3 
hait not thou deſtroyed thy felt ? Search, and 
tind out thy ſins, which have brought ſuch 
miſchicts and ruines upon thee. 

Sinners, enter into your cloſets, retire into your 
{clves, take the candle of the Lord, and look into 


your inner rooms, make a ſtrict ſearch into - 


your hearts, find out thoſe flthy Luſts which 
lodge in dark corners, and bring them forth to 
be ſlam 3 read over the old records of your 
ves, conſult the Regiſter of your Conſciences, 


revolve in your minds your former fs 3 take 


the glaſs of the Word, and look upon your faces 
in 
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in it, and ſee: how many ſpots it will diſcover 
which you never bctoxe did perceive not beau- 


| ty ſpots, but ſpots of deformity, Plague-ſpots, 


Death-marks, Hell-tokens, fuch ' as will brung 
upon you inevitable miſery, unleſs they. be wiped 
off; Take the Rule of the Word, and meafure 
your actions by 1t, and you may quickly per- 
ceive how much they have fallen ſhort, how 
crooked they have becn, Redum eft index ſui &f 
obliqui : compare your a&ions with the ſtraight 
rule of Gods Law, and you may find out many 
regularities 3 If you. do not find out your fins, 
your fins will find you-out, and Gods judge-. 
ments will tind you out 3 and af you be found 
out tn your fins, woe be to. you 3- O the horrour 
which will be upon your conſciences when ruin- 
mg judgements are inflicted upon you particu- 
larly, and you cannot eſcape, whem:Death looks 
you m the face, and comes with the ſting of ſin 
im its mouth to devour you ! But) O the hor- 
rour you will be under hereafter if you be taken 
away 1n your fins ! when your ſouls ſhall be 
ſummoned, immediately after their ſeparation, 
unto the barr of God, where you will be ſearched 
aud tryed, and condemred to everlalting tor- 
ment, by an inevitable and irreverſible ſentence of 
the Judge himſelf. : O: therefore hearken to the 
voice of God in tneſe temporal judgements on 
the City ( attes which you ftill remain alive, 
through infinite patience ) which calls - upon 
you to ſearch and try your wayes, that you may 
elcape more fearful judgements which may be 


Preparing, for you ; labour ro find out your fins 


_ arethd caule of all | judgements, _—_ 
an 


e 


' m the (City. 
and eternal ; and to help you in your ſearch 
after fin, read the Catalogue I have given you Ot 
Londons ſins, and examine your ſelves thereby 3 
be very ſcrious, and thorow, and impartial in 
this ſearch 3 ſequeſter your {elves often from all 
company 3 eaſe your mind of the lo2d of worldly 
buſineſs; leave the carriages at the bottom of the 
hill; (trive agamlt temptations and inditpolitions 
to the work 3 {ct your ſelves in the Preſence of 


the Heart-ſearching God ; beg the help of bis 


ſpirit to diſcover to you what hath 'difpleaſcd 


and provoked him ; ſearch atter fin as offenfive 


to God, and as deſtructive to your ſclves, as 
your worlt enemy, as the cauſe of Plague and 
Fire in London, and as that which- will bring 
the Plagues and Fire of Hell: upon you, if 1t be 
not found out and ſubdued. 


Mm 
— 


4. God doth expet that London ſhould acknow- 
ledge their ſins unto him. When th: Prophet had 
directed the people to ſearch and try their wayes 
atter the execution of ſuch Judgements upon 
them, Lam. 3. 40. ſee the following direction , 
V. 41, 42. Let us lift our hearts with our hands 
anto God in the Heavens : we have trangreſſed, and 
have rebelled, &c. thus the'Prophet doth confeſs 
the' fins of Feruſalem , Chap. 1. 8,9. Jeruſalem 
hath greatly ſinned, therefore ſhe is removed. Her 
filthineſs is-in her Skirts, ſhe remembred not her 
laſt end, therefore ſhe came down wonderfuly ; and 
thus the Daughter of Zion, as ſhe 'bewailcth: her 
affliction, ſo ſhe acknowledgeth her tranſgretſion, 
Y:17, 18, 20. Zion fpreadeth forth her hands, and 

| there 
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there is none to comfort her. The Lord is righ- 
zeous, for I have rebelled againſt his commandment. 
Behold O Lord for T am in diftreſt, my bowels are 
troubled, mine heart is turned within me , for IT 
have grievouſly rebelled. Thus Daniel after dread- 
ful judgements maketh confeſſion of the fins of 
the pcople of Ijrae/, chap. 9. 4, 5, 6. 1 prayed unto 
the Lord, and made my confeſſion,” and ſaid, O Lord 
the great and Dreadful God, we have ſinned and 
committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and 
have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts 
and thy judgements : neither have we hearkened 
unto thy ſervants the Prophets, which ſpakg in thy 
name to our Kings, our Princes, and our Fathers, 
and to all the people of the land, ahd v.11, 12. 
Tez all W{rael have tranſgreſſed thy law, by depart- 
ing, that they might nt oley thy voice therefore 
the curſe is poured upm us, and the oath that is 
written in the law of Moſes the ſervant of God, 
| becauſe we have ſinned againſt bim; And he hath 
\_ confirmed his word which he ſpake againſt us, and 
againſt our judges that judged us, by bringing upon 
as a great evil: for under the whole Heaven hath it 

not been done, as it hath been done pon Jeru- 

ſalem. | 

God doth cxpect that London ſhould find out 

their {ins, and having found them, that they 
ſhould make confeflion of them : O that the . 

' Prophane and ungodly generation in London, 
whoſe fins have been enumerated in the Ca- 
talogue, would be perſwaded to get alone by 
themſelves, and coutider their evil wayes, and 
what the conſequents of their fins have been 
m bringing down temporal Judgements, _ 
| tne 


» 
<> 


<> 


in the Gy, 
the conſequence of their fins is like to be, even 
the bringing. upon "them. eternal Judgements, - 
and that . they. would. fall down and pro- 
ſtrate themſelves at Gods fodt, - and covering 


their cheeks. with ſhame and bluſhing, becaute. 


of their filchineſs and tqul fins under the. view, 
of {o holy an eye, that they would acknowledge 
their tranſgreſſions, unto him not only in gene-- 
ral, but allo particularly with their heinous ag-- 


gravations! O that with an inward deep ſenſe; - 


with .a bleeding, broken heart, they would fill 
their mouths with confeſſions! that they would 
take to thermfelves words and ſay, We have ve- 
beled againſt thee O Lord, and done wickedly, and 
grievouſly offended thee ;, ſo fooliſh have we been , 
and ignorant of thee, we have been worſe than beaſts 
before thee 3 the Oxe acknowledgeth his exrner, and the 
Aſs bis maſter ,«but, though we are,thy creatures 
and live upon thy bounty, and are daily at thy find- 
ing, yet we bave not acknowledged thee, and hve 
had leſs conſideration, than thoſes creatures, who have 
had no reaſon, we have heen a ſinful people, laden 
with iniquity, a ſeed of evil doers, children that 
have been corrupters, who have forſaken thee, and 
by our wickedneſs provoked thee to anger. We have 
been ſtubborn and diſobedient \ ſerving thine ene- 


mies, the devil and our own lufts, but have neolecier, 


yea refuſed to ſerve and worſhip thee in our families and 


cloſets, living as if there had been no God in the world. 


2039 .. 


We have ſeldom if ever taken thyName ints our months, 


unle(s it hath been in vain, unleſy in our Oaths and 
Curſes. We have prophaned thy $2hb:ths, and de- 
filed thine ordinanszes, an4 have oft:n been more 
wicked. on the Lords day, than any day of the week, 

P befracs. 
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beſides. When we were children we diſobeyed- our 
Parents, but diſobeyed thee much more, who d:deſt 
command us to honour them, when we were cbil- 
dren in years, we were grown Mem and Women 
in ſin , when we were weak, in body, we were 0 
ſtrong in ſpirit to commit iniquity 's we learnt the 
trade of fin before any other, and were apt Schol- 
lars in the School of the Devil, when dull and © 
blockiſh to learn any thing, which was good , we. 
were wiſe to do evil, when to do good we had 
no underſtanding , our iniquities have increafed 
over our heads, faſter than our years have done.: 
Since we have been governours of others, we have 
had no government #pon our own ſpirits, and have 
endeavoured to leall thoſe under our charge with us 
in the may to Fl, inſtead of Iahouring to draw 
! them into the way of Heaven, by our example, com+ 
mand, and perſwaſions , and we have filed wp all g 
our relations with ſin,- inſtead of filing them up | 
with a duty. If we have not murdered any with 
our hand, we have murdered many with our tongue, 
ſwords have been * our lips, and bittes reviling 
ſpee:hes in our mouths, heart murder we have been 
gui ty of , O the inordinate anger that hath boikd 
in our hearts ! O the envy and malice which have 
gnawed our ſpirits, and been working daily within 
#5 7 and eſpecially thoſe perſons have been moſt hated 
by us, who have had thine image upon them, and 
have been beit beloved by thee , we have ſcorned 
them, and looked upon them as mean-ſpirited peo- 4 
| pie, we have ſeparated them from our company , 
4s thoſe who damp and ſpoil our- mirth by their 
words and lodgg of repro, yea, we have perſect- 
ted them as ſeditions ard factious perſons, when 
| in | 


in the (ity, 
in trath it was their bolineſ+ and converfation that 
did contraditt and condemn our wicked practices, 
-which did ftir #p our anger againſt them , we have 
ſeoft at them, who hawe prayed for us, and we 
have lrokt upon them, and dealt with them as our 
eremies. becauſe ſo to our luſts, who were the beſt 


| friends 0 our ſouls , and above all things deſired 


our Salvation. Thou haſt given us Corn, and 
Wine, and Oyle, and plentiful provifuuns for our 
body, but -we have abuſed thy mercies by our 4#- 


temperance and luxury : we have been guilty of 


drunkenneſ} and gpluttony 3 we have indulged our 
fleſh and ſenſual appetite ; we have lived in plea- 


2I1 


ſure and been wanton ;, we wallowed, like ſo many 


ſwine, in the mire and dung of ſome filthy fins, 
which it s a ſhame to ſpeak of , we have had eyes 
and hearts full of luſts and adultery, and have 


broken forth into ſa:h "mY adtual fins of unclear . 


reſſes, as would raiſs bluſhes in m3deſt cheess to 
hear but the mention of, we have been unjujt and 
emright:ous in our dealing, have wronged, and, de= 
franded our neighbour, though thou haſt threatned to 
be avenged on all ſuch perſons, O the lyes we have 


ſpoken, the ſlanderons backbiting ſpeeches we baye ;-., 


w#ttered ! O the diſcontentment, murmuring, envy> -. 


71g, evil concupiſcence, inordinate affection, and wick= 
ed diſtempers which have been in our ſpirits ! 
and though we have broken all thy Laws, ana 
are guilty of ſuch notorious ſins, yet O the impen-= 
tency and hardneſs of our hearts !' thomgh no $a; 
vation is attainable but by Chriſt, who ur freely 
tendered unto us, yet O' the unvelief of our hearts, 
and negle& of our own Salvation " We have 
ſinned, we have ſinned againjt thee, and wyvat 

a : fad 
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ſhall we do unto thee, O thou preſerver of men ! 


God expects that London ſhould make Con- 


 feſſjon of their ſin, and it could be wiſh'd that 


London would joyn together like one man 1n 
this work 3 but if this cannot be, and they want 
common mouths to open their hearts and fins 
before the Lord in particular .Confeſlion , let 
every one of them be a Mouth to humſelf, and get 
into his Cloſet, and there acknowledge Londons 
ſins; and if thoſe who are moſt guilty, do neglect 
this work, let Gods*people do it in their room, 
and confeſs not only their own fins, but alſo the 
ſins of the profane and wicked where they live, 
and that not orly becauſe God is diſhonour'd, 
but alſo becauſe they are in danger of being ruin'd 


by the unbewail'd fins of others. 


——_——_ 


5. God doth expe that London ſhould be hun 
ble under theſe Fudgements. God inflicted Judge- 


ments on the children of Trae! in the Wilder-- 


neſs, to humble them, Deut. $. 16. and he pro- 
miſcth after the forcſt diſtrefſes which he brings 
his people into for their ſins, to remember his 
Covenant, if their amcircumciſed beart be humbled, 
Levit. 26. 40, 41, 42. Yea he promiſeth to exalt 
ſuch in due time, who humble themſelves under 
his mighty hand, 1 Pet. 5.6. Gods mighty hand 
hath been firetched forth upon. London, God 
expcas that London ſhould be humble ; he hath 
humbled thera by his Judgements, he. exped&s 
that they ſhould humble themſelves under his 
Judgementsz God hath ftained the Pride of 
Ld, he expects that they ſhould kt down 
| | their 
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their plumes; he hath brought them down, and 
he expects that they ſhould lye low; he hath 
brought Poverty upon tnany of them in 'regard 
of their Eſtates, and he expects that all of them 
ſhould be poor in. regard of their Spirits3 he. 
hath made many of them mean in regard of their 


p—_——— 


Condition, and he expects that their diſpoſition 


and affe&tion ſhould be accordingly : God hath - 
laid many Perſons in the duſt by the. Plague, 
and he hath laid many Houſes mm the duſt by _ 
the Fire, and he expedGs that thoſe which ſur- 
vive: and remain after ſuch Judgements ſhould 
lay themſelves in the duſt for their fins. Hums- 
ble thy {elf then; O London, humble thy (elf be- 
fore the Lord, lick the duſt of his feet, put off 
thy Ornaments , and, gird, thee with Sackcloth, 
cloath thy (If with Humility. God hath ſpit 
in thy face, wilt thou be proud of thy beauty 
again ? he hath burnt the City with Fire, wilt 
thou be proud of thy Buildings and ſtately Edi- 
fices any more ? he hath conſumed much of the 


| fuel of thy pride, and he expeas that thy pride 


ſhould be. abated, and that thou ſhouldeſt a- 
0 thy {lf, and humble thy felt betore 
im, | 


— 


6. God doth expect that London ſhould accept 
of the puniſhment of their iniquity. Levit, 26. 40, 


41,42. If my people ſhall confeſs their injquity, and 


the iniquity of their Fathers, and be humbled, and 


accept the puniſhment of their iniquity, then will 1 


remember my Cavenant, and remember the land, © 
God expcas that Londen ſhould juſtifie him m 
| | P 3 the 
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the ſevereſt Judgements which he hath inflicted 
upon! them 3 as they- ſhould - acknowledge. their 
fins, fo they ſhould acknowledge their demerit, 
and that the Lord -hath puniſhed them no more, 
yea that he-hath puniſhed them” leſs than their 
1quities have deſerved : As they ſhould bring 
a bill of Inditement againſt themſelves, ſo- they- 
ſhould bring; a biltof Acquittance of God 3 God 
expects thatithey ſhould ſay, as Neh. 9. 33. Thou 
art juſt in alb that is brought upon us ;, for thou haſt 
d:me right , but we have done wickedly. Or as 
Dan. 9. 7, 8. O Lord, righteouſneſs belongeth unto 
thee, but unto us confuſion of faces, becauſe we have 


ſinned againſt thee, Let not-London murmure or 


r:pine, Jet not-Landon finde fault and complain 
of God, becauſe of hisJudgements, Lam, 3. 39. 
Why dath the roving man complain, a man for the 
puniſhment of his fm ? God- hath opened his 
mouth, and ſpoken zerribly, but- let London ſhut 
ber mouth , becauſe God hath ſpoken Righte- 
ozjly;, God hath ſpoken with a loud Voice, let 
London-be m deep filence I 'was dumb, I opened. 
mt my mouth, faith David , becauſe thou didft it, 
Pfal. 39. 9, When Nadah and Abihn the: two 
Sons of Aaron were conſumed with Fire from 
Heaven, for offering ſtrange Fire bcfore the Lord, 
It is faid, that Aaron held his peace,” Lev. 10. 1, 
2,3. So when God hath conſumed the City of 
London with Fire, for the fins of the Tnhabitants, 
let them hgld their peace, becauſe they have de- 
ſerved it, Let London be ill, and know that 
God is righteous let London lay her hand upon 
her mouth, and her mouth in the duſt; let" 
London cloſe up her lips, and ſeal them up with 
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filencez or if ſhe open them, let her mouth be 
filled with Confeſſions , .not with Complaints 3 
or if ſhe complain, let her complain to Gad, but 
let her not complain 'of him it ſhe comp'ain, 
lt her complain againſt her felt, but let her not 
complain againſt God ; let her complain of her 
own {in and wickedneſs, but not of Gods Judgc- 
ments ſo righteous. Let London wonder it is 
no worle with her, when both her fin and her 
danger was ſo great 3 let her wonder, when God 
was ſo angry, that he ſhould put any reſtraint 
upon it 3 that when wrath was. come forth, that 
it proceeded no: further z let her wonder that 


the Plague did not quite dcpopulate her, and 


that the Fire did not wholly conſume her ; let 
her wonder it 15 ſo well with her, that ſh is 
not made a Deſolation, and ſay, I 7s the Lords 


' qercies we are not conſumed, Lam. 3. 22. 


INIT 


7. God doth expe, that London ſhould mourn 
for her ſins. We read, Fer. 3.21. A voice was 
heard upon the high places, weeping and ſupplica- 
tions of the houſe of Iſrael. When the terrible 
voice of Gods Judgements hath been heard in 
London, God doth hearken for the voice of Weep- 
ing and Supplications 3 this Gods voice doth call 
for ; when breachcs were made in. the City of 
David, 1a. 22. 9. then did the Ld of hoſts call to 
weeping, and to mourning, to baldneſs, and to gird- 


ing with ſackgloth,v. 11. and when inſtead here- . 


of there was joy and gladneſſe, eating fleſh, and 


drinking wine , the Lord is ſo augry, that he - 
threatneth, ſurely this iniquity ſhall r.0t be purged” 
| Di P | 
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' from you till you die, v. 13, 14. See alſo what the 


Lord calls for to the Daughter of Son under her 


Judgements, Lam. 2. 18, 19. Let tears run down 


like a river day and night, give thy ſelf no-reſt, let 
nt the apple of thine eye ceaſe : Ariſe , cry in the 
night, in the beginning of the Watches pour out thine 
heart like water before the face of the Lord. God 


| doth not only expe& that: his Adimifters and 


Prieſts ſhould weep between the Porch and the Altar, 
when ſore Judgements are upou his Land, as 
Foel 2. 17. but alſo that the People ſhould weep 
00, that the Bridegroom ſhould go forth of his Cham- 
ber, and the Bride ont of her" cloſet, as v. 16. that - 
people ſhould be afflicted,” mourn and weep, that 


reir laughter ſhould be turned into mourning, a 


' their. joy into heavineſs, Jam. 4. 9. He expeas 


that thoſe which eſcape his Judgements ſhoxld 
be lie Doves upon the mountains, every one mourn= 
21g for his iniquities, as Ezck. 6, 16. London may 
mourn for her Judgements which have been ſo 
dreadful}, but God expects they ſhould mourn 
more for his diſpleaſure, which hath been+ the 
cauſe cf theſe Judgements; and moſt of all for 


. their fins, which have been the cauſe of his diſ- 


pleaſure. 

eep , London , weep for thy fins, which have 
beero many and provoking 3 let thine eye affe& 
thine heart : When thou lookeſt into thy Bury- 
wg places, and thinkeſt how many of thy people 
have lately there taken up their habitation 3 it 
ſhould draw tears from - thine eyes to think of 
thy fins, which opened the doors of thoſe Lodg- 


' 3ngs unto them : Methinks, when thou paſſel 


thorow thy ruinaus- Habitations , and ſeelt *the 
< 43 | heaps 
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heaps of Stones at the top of thy ſireets, when 
thou vieweſt thy half-Churches and bare Stceples, 
and'ragged Walls, and open Vaults, and the dil- 
mal Solitude in thoſe places, which not long 
ago were full of people, it ſhould fill thine hearr 
with ſorrow for thy fins, which have kindled 
ſach anger in the breaſt of God, as to ſend the 
late dreadfull Fire, which hath made ſuch defo- 
lations. R 

Mourn , London , mourn, put on Sackcloth, 
thou ſceſt in part what-an evil thing and a bitter 


It is, to offend a Holy and Jealous God 3 the 


effects of fin here are fearfull ſometimes, what 
evil is there in{in then which is the cauſe of thy 
Ruines. - God looks now that the finners of Loz- 
don ſhould become Mourners: We read of a 
Mark which was ſet upon the forcheads of them 
m Feruſakm, which did mourn and cry out tor 


the Abominations that were done in the midſt 


thereof, and they were ſeparated from temporal 
deſtruftion which was brought upon the reſt, 


| Ezek, 9.4.6. God doth ict a mark upon them 


that 'mourn in London for the fins of Lond6n, aud 
however he may deal with them in regard of 
temporal Calamities, be ſure he will ſeparate 


them, and pyeſerve them from eternal deſiructi- | 


ON. | 
| Methinks, the fall of London calls for a 
Mourning like the Mozrning of Hadadrimmon 
#n the Valley of Megiddo, where Foſtah fell in bat- 
tle, Zach. 12.11. And there ſhould not only be 
publick mourning , but alſo private mourning, 
and fecxet mourning; Families apart, and Per- 
ſons apart ; It becomes Chriſtians now. after ſuch 

| | ſtrokes 
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Gods Terrible Vaice 
ſttokes of Gods wrath, to keep ſecret Faſts, to 
bewail Londons ruines, eſpecially to: bewall Lon, 
dons ts, their eyes ſhould weep. in ſecret pla- 
ces, for the Abominations committed in the Ci- 
ty, and bedew Gods feet with their; tears, that 


_ if poſſible they might turn away his diſplea- 


ſure, 


th cet rac 


8. God doth expeti that London ſhould labour 
to pacifie his anger. When God threatned to 
ſend the Sword , and to cut off from, Iſrael the 


. bead and the tail,.the branch and the yuſh in one 


day, and to ſend the Famine ſv ſfore-that they, 
ſhould eat oy man the fleſh of bis own qrm, yet 
it is ſaid, For al! this his anger 1s not turned away, 
but his hand is ſtretched owt ftill, Ta. 9. 14, 17, 
20, 21. And nuw God hath executed his Judge» 
ments of Plague and Fire in London, have not 
we reaſon to tear that his anger is not yet turned 


. away, but his hand is ſtretched outſtill > When 


the houſes of Lqnadon were conſumed, which were 
the fuel to the late Fire, then the Fire quickly 
went out; and if the fins of London had been 
conſumed with the houſes, if the Inhabitants 
of the City had not brought forth their, fins, 
when they were forced to leave their goods be» 
hinde unto the flames, then we. ſhould have 
rea(on to think that the Fire of Gods anger was 


- Eone out, and his wrath turned away from the 


eſcaped remnant of London, infomuch as the fins 
of London have been the fue), as it were to this 
Dreadful Firez but when ſo much fin after ſuch 
Judgements is ſaved alive, untouch'd, and un» 
oY | moxtified 3 


{ 
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n the City. 
mortified ;. when the Plague of ſin doth rage (6 
much after, the Plague of Peſtilence is removed z 
and the Fire of laſt doth burn ſo much, when 
the other Fire 1s extinguiſhed z when London- 
ers who have taken new houſes, have broughe 
into them their old hearts, and live in the pra- 
Rice of their old fins; when the Swearers, and 
Prophane, the Drunkards and Unclean, the Co- 
vetous, Unrighteous,and looſe Livers ſtill perſe- 
vere in their wicked courſes, and no Judge- 
ment will put a ſtop to them, but they grow 
more hardened and incorrigible, when as it 1s 
ſaid, Fer. 5. 3. the Lord hath ſtricken them for 
{m, but they are not grieved, conſumed them, but 
they refuſe to receive corredtion, making their faces 
harder than a rock, and refuſe to return : what 
can weconclude, but that Gods anger doth iill 
remain, yea 15 more enraged by this aggravati- 
on of their wickedneſs, and that he is firetch- 
ing forth his hand to give them another blow. 

' God doth expect that London ſhould uſe ſome 
means to pacifie his anger; and he gives them 
time for it by the pauſes which he mwkes be- 
tween his Judgements, being ſtill low to anger, 
and unwilling, if he be not even forced unto it, 
utterly to deſtroy this place, where his Name 
hath been called upon. O that L9nd#z would 


be perſwaded unto this Duty, which doth fo 


much concern their ſafety and happineſs : when 
the Fire was 11 Lond, and it burned ſo furiouſly 
and dreadfully on the Munday, and Tueſday, 
Londoners hearts were ſunk within them , 
having little hopes of getting victory over this 
conquerer, which marched thorow their ſtreets, 


and 


Fd 
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and therefore little reſiſtance was made, but all 
were buſily-employed- in' flying from him, with | 
therr goods; but when the fury of the Fire was 
{ſomething abated on the Wedneſday, and they - 
began to conceive any hopes that it might be 
extinguiſhed; then they pluck up their ſpirits, 
and join their forces, and many thouſand hands 
are at work in drawing. waters, and pouring 
them upon the Flames, and their pains through 
Gods blefling was not unſucceſsful : The Fire 
of Gods wrath which ſhall deyour the wicked 
and burn them everlaſtingly, will be ſo furious 
and dreadful that the hearts of the damned will 
fiink under it without the leaſt hopes of ever 
extinguiſhing this Flame , or flying from 1t 
when it hath once got hold-of them ; And there- 
fore they, wilbnot attempt, but let alone all en- 
deavours for ever to turn away Gods diſplea- 
ſure; and to put out the unquenchable Fixe of 
Hell : but the Fire of Gods wrath and anger 
here may be put -out, and the flames of þis an- 
ger may be turned into flames of Love ; Ggds 
anger which hath been ſo hot againſt Londen 


"may be cooled, his wrath alleviatgd and his 


diſpleaſure xemoved : there is Hope 1n Iſrael 
concerning this thing, God is not yet grown ſo 
furious that he. will not be ſpoken' unto, he is 
ealte to beentreated, and therefore London may 
be encouraged in their endeavours: to pacifie 
his anger. Let them not ſay as I/ael of old, 
Jer. 2.25. There is no hope, no, for T have loved 


ſtrangers, and after them will I go, Though Gods 


anger be not yet turned away, yet it may be 
turned away 3 and though one hand be Rec 


\ 


at 


m the City. 

ed out to deſtroy you, yet the other hand is: 
fixetched forth to ſaveyou 3 for he ſtretcheth forth” 
his hand all the day long, to a diſobedient and 
gain-ſaying people, Rom, 10. 21. O Labour then 
to pacifie Gods anger, to quench this Fire z- ariſe 
and gird your ſelves with humility 3 pluck up 
your ſpirits, and ſtir up your ſelves to lay hold 
on God, aid ſtop him in the march of his Judge 
ments bring forth your buckets, draw water, 
and pour it forth before the Lord ; let your eyes 
be like Fountains of *tears, the voice of weep- 
ng, and mourning for ſin, doth turn Gods bow- 
els within him, Fer. 31. 18, 19, 20. I haveſure- 
ly heard Ephraim bemoaning himſelf, Thox haſt 
chaſtiſed me, 'and 1] was chaſtiſed, &c. and when 
he repented after ſuch chaſtiſements, and was 
aſhamed of his fin, God doth relent, and his bow- 
els are moved for him, Is Ephraim my dear Son * 
is he a pleaſant Child ? for fince 1'ſpake againſt 
him , I earn«ftly remember him ſtill, therefore my 
bowels are troubled for him; and I will ſurely have 
mercy upon him ſaith the Lord. If London would 
be chaſtifed, and receive the impreſſiens of gricf 
and ſhame for their {ins by theſe FJudgements , 
Gods bowels would be moved, and his fierce 
anger would be changed into tender compaſſi- 
ons. and though he hath ſpoken terribly againſt 
London, yet he would now ſpeak comfortably 


'unto her, he would earneſtly remember her, 


and make her glad according to the dayes where-' 
in he hath afflicted her, and the years wherein 
ſhe hath ſeen evil; there is an excellent vertue © 
in the tears ob true repentance accompanied with 
the blood of Chriſt, applyed by faith to qhch 
the fire of Gods anger. | Sinners 
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foal peace with me. You will be like bri- 


Gods Terrible Voice | 
Sinners, God is angry with you, Pal. 5, 11. | 
God u angry with the wicked every day, and it is 
worſe to have God angry with you, than all the 
men in the world ; his tavouris better than Lite, 
his diſpleaſure is worſe than Death :'to have' 
God angry with you, who 1s {o Juſt and Jea- 


; lous, who 1s ſo potent and furious, 15 very dread- 


Fal; if the wrath of an earthly King be like the 
roaring of a Lyon, what is the wrath of the 
King of Heaven? and when his anger'is ſtirred 


. up by your fins, and blown into a flame, and 


breaks forth upon you , what will you do? 
you cannot hide your f{clves in any place where 
his all ſeeing eye will not find/ you you can- 
not flie into any place, where his firetched-forth 
arm willnot reach you'3 you cannot gather ſuch 
ſtrength as to make head againſt him, and defend 
your {elves from the ſtrokes of his vengeance, 


who can ſtand in his fight when once he is angry ? 


Pſal. 76. 7. O then labour to pacifie his anger, 
you cannot fly from him, O then fly unto hum 
you cannot ftand in his ſight when he is angry, 
O then fall»down at his feet 3 make peace with 
this adverſary,. whileſt you are upon the way, 
before he deliver you to the officer Death, and 
caſt you into the priſon: of Hell. . 
Sinners, Gods patience doth as yet hold his 
arm3 and his mercy calls upon you to repent, 
and he invites you to make your peace with 
him, Iſa. 27. 4, 5. Who would ſet the briers and 
thorns againſt mein battle, I would go; thorow them, 
I would burn them together ; or Jet him take hold 
Rrength, and make peace with me, and be 
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? who 1s able and willing to fave:you, and make 


ers and thorns, which-will cafily take fire, and 
quickly be conſumed in the time of Gods anger 
and if briers and thorns do offer to contend with 
devouring Fire, what will be the ifſue, but the 
| burning of them up without remedy 3 you will 
find it ſharp and painful for your feet, if you 
kick againſt the pricksz you willdaſh out your 
brains, if you run your head againſt a Rock, or 
a brazen wall; none ever hardened. themſelves 
againſt God, and, proſpered 3 none ever fought 
againſt the God of Heaven by their fins, but 
\ they were wounded, and in the end deſtroyed 
{1n, 'when it 1s finiſhed, bringeth forth Death, 
and wrath, and miſery for ever: O then lay 
hold on Gods firength, and make peace with 
him3 run to him, take hold of the Scepter of 
grace and reconciliation, which 1s held forth unto 
you; take hold of his arm, and plead with him 
for mercy ; take hold of his Son who 1s offered 
to. you, who is{ct forth to be a propitiation for 
the remiſſion' of fins which are paſt through the * 
forbzarance of God, Rom. 3. 25. as yet God ; 
hath forborn you 3 as yet you are on this ſide 
. of the Grave, and Hell, and there 1s a poſlibility 
of turning away Gods anger which 1s kind- 
led againlt you, of flying from that wrath which 
1s purſuing of you, of cſ{caping* thoſe milſeries 
which are preparing for yoa.z and therefore lay 
hold on Chriſt whois freely tendered unto you, 


your peace with the Father, and. to procure a 
-pardon for you ; and further to move you, you 
are not- only offered peace and reconciliation, 
but you are entreated to be reconciled, Minifters 
 Entxcat 
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entreat you, yea God himfelf, and Jeſus Chrift 
by us, doth entreat, and pray, and befeech you; 
that you would accept of reconciliation; 2 Cor. 
5.20. Be aſtoniſhed Q ye Heavens! and wondet 
Oye Angels! Be aſtoniſhed much more ye Sin- 
ners ! and be . rapt, up with admiration O ye 
Rebgls ! the King of glory againſt whom you 
have rebelled, and who could cruſh you focafily 
without any injury to himſelf, is not only wil- 
ling to lay aſide tis anger, but alſo entreats you 
to accept of reconciliation 3 heartily embrace 
Jeſus Chrift upon his own terms, and the work 
will be done, otherwiſe the fury of the Lord 


. will be ſo much the more provoked, and the 


Fire of his anger will break forth into ſuch a 
flame, as none ſhall be able to quench 3 other- 
wiſe the Lord will be ſo much the more enraged - 
againſt you, and meet you like a roaring and de- 
vouring Lyon, or like a Bear bereaved of her Whelps 
and rent the, Caul of your heart , yea tear you in 
pieces, when there ſhall be none to deliver, Hol. 13. 
7, 8. Pal. 50. 22. 


————— _— 


9. God doth expeit that London ſhould turn 
from her evil wayes, 2 Chron. 7. 14- The Lord 
maketh a ſweet promiſe under .the drcadfull 
Judgements of Famine or Peſtilence, which ſome- 
times he ſendeth upon his people for their fins, 


If my people which are calied by my name ſhall bum- 


ble themſelves, and pray, and ſeek my face, and turn 
from their wicked wayes : then will I hear from” 
Heaven, and forgive their fin, and will heal their 
Land. God doth not only expe& that Lon- 

\._  doners 


 tnthe City. 

doners ſhould now acknowledge their ſins, and 
humble themſclves, and mourn for their ſins; 
but-alſothat they ſhould turn from them, other- 
wiſe pardon, and healing, and his favour is not 
to be obtained, neither are farther Judgements 
Itkely to be. prevented 3 they mult confeſs and 
forſake their ſins, if they would find mercy, Prov. 
28, 13. thewicked maſt forſakhe their way of 
{in, and ##r7 anto the Lord, and then he will have 
mercy, and abundantly pardon , Ifa. 55. 7. God 
threatneth to goon to puniſh ſuch as go on to 
tranſgreſs, Pſal. 68. 21. He will wound the head 
of his enemies, and the hairy ſcalp of ſuch as go on 
ftull in their treſpaſſes. 

Break off then your fins by repentance; and 
calt away all your tranſzreflions from you 3 put 
away the evil of your doings from betore the 
holy and jealous cyes of God; ceaſe to do evil; 
cleanſe your hands you finners, and purihe your 
hearts ye wickedly-minded 3 waſh your fclves in 
the fountain of Chrifts blood ſet open to you, 
that you may be cleanſed from all filthinz{s of 
fleſh and ſpirit, and be partakers of holine(s, and 
the divine nature ; Deny all ungodlineſs and 
worldly lufts ; abſtain from fleth-pleating fins, 
which war againſt the ſouſſſand be not con- 
formed to the wicked ge ot wicked men, 
neither .tollow this ungodly generation tov do 
evil, much leſs run with them to the fame ex. 
cels of riot ; bat be' ye transformed by the re- 
- newing of your minds, and hve ſoberly, righte-. 
ouſly and godly in this preſent evil world 3 and 
let the.time paſt of your lives be ſufficient wherc- 
in you have wrought the will of the ficth, and 
Q- {erved 


" he. 
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ſerved divers luſts, and caſt a blot upon the pro-. 
fellion of Chriſtiatty : now be þblamelets, and 
harmleſs, and unrebukeable_ in the mugſt+ of 
a crooked and perverſe Nation, caſi off the 
works of darknels, lay afide your night-vail of 
ignorance 3 put on the. robes of hight walk ho+ 
nclily, as in the day, ſhining as lights. where you 
live ; forbear all works of. darkuels and 1115 and 
25 he which hath called you .is holy, ſo be ye 

holy in all manner of converſation. | 
Sinners, turn from your cv1l ways, othe 
iniquity will be your ruine. FLTTLEY 
I. Drunkards turn from your evil wayes 3, OvCr- 
charge not your ſclves with exceſs, where Gud 
allows you enough for uſe 3 Look, nor 6g #4 
IVine when it is red, when it grveth its colour 11: 
the Cup, when 14 fparkleth and moveth it ſelf arignt : 
At laſt it biteth like a Serpent, and ſtingeth like an 
Adder, Prov. 23. 31, 32. wounds and woe are the 
ſuc of exceilive drinking, v. 29. this fin may 
be {weet and plealing to the eye and appetite in 
the temptation 3 but it will wound and ſting the 
confcience, worle than an Adder or Serpent can 
do the body, in the refle&ion 3 God hath put 
bitterneſs into the Cup by his Judgements, and 
will you drink Ep as before.? are you re- 
{olved to taſte tiWgges that lye at bottome ? 
tne Cup hath poifonM it, ſoul-poiſon, and will 
you drink of it ſtill, though you murder and 
deſtroy your ſouls for ever by this fin ? the Cup 
hath wrath init, the wrath of an angry God ; and 
35 1t good for you to drink off the Wine of Gods 
wrath ? Drunkenneſs hath been your fin, and if 
you g£0 ov, God threatncth that Drunkennels 
ſhall 


rwile 


.Aarthe: (ay, .c..-; 
{ball be | Hom. puniſhment, Jer. 15. 13. Speak, uUn> 
ta tho 4 this word, thug faith the Lord, every bottle 
ſhall be: filled. with Wine 3 Drankaxds like this 
very;;\ ell, they. are. very well pleaſed, that their 
battles ſhall be fi od with Wine, that they may, 
crmpry. them, but underfiagd the .mcaning, 
Y-. 18,14» Thus faith the Lmd,.. 1 will fill all. 
the. inhabitants of the Land with Drunkenneſs 3 
and. ] will dafh them * one againſt anather, even [the 
F athers, and the Sar together.: 1. will ot pity, ” 


ror Pare, nor have mercy, but dejtroy # them. Drunk» 


args, you rcel.and fall fometimes with your fin; 
God, will make you xecl and fall by his Judge- 
mehts, and daſh. you one upon auother, yea dalh 
you inpicccs, aud deſtroy you without pity or 
merey; Will, you. not forbear your Cups, and 
exccſles, God will put a Cup of trembling aud, 
aſtoniſhmevt into. your hand he, will put Gall 

and Wormwood into your Cup, and. make you. 


Ne the bitter effects of this tin 5, if he do not. 


ſeverely ſcourge you for this ſin here, he will be 
ſure to torment you for this {in for eyer. 


Turn ye Druukards. from your evil wayes 
vomit 'up your {in by repentance 3 weep and 


mourn for all your finfull mirth and jollity 3 


and take heed of returning with the Dog, and 


licking up the Vomit which you have diſgorged ; 

avoid the occaſions of this fin; ſhun the com- 
pany of fuch as have bzen your tempters 3 take 
heed .of coming into the places where you have 


been drawn in to commit itz make a Covenant 
with your tect that they may never lead you. 


out of the way of God, into ſach places, where 
you haye been {ſo often overtaken; curb and re- 
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ſtrain your appetite, take ſome kind of holy re- 
venge upon your ſelves; deny your ſelves ſome 
things which are lawfull in themſelves, becauſe 
occalions of fin untoyou 3 and inſtead of filling 
your ſelves with Wine,or ftrong Drink untodrun- 
kenneſfs, and exceſs 3 labour to befilled with the 
ſpirit, and by the ſpirit to mortifie this and all 
other deeds of the body, and rather let the 
wicked woridex at you, and ſpeak evil of you 
for your ſobriety, than God: hate you, and bring 
deſtruction upon you for your intemperance. 

2. Aaulterers Turn from your evil wayes ; come 
out of the unclean bed ; wallow not any longer 
in this beſmmearing mire: are you fallen into the 
ditch, get up ind come forth with fpeed, and 
waſh your garments fromthe ſpots, which 
they have, received; are you taken in the net, 
and enſ{nared im adulterous embracements, de- 
liver your {ves like a Roefrom the net of the 
Hunter, and" like a Bird from the ſnare of the 
Fowler ; Lat not after the beauty and enjoy- 


* ment 'of Adulterous Women ; let not the oft 


and {weet language of their lps entice you 
nor the. ſparkling 'motions of their eyes enflame 
you; put not fire into your boſomes, and take 
heed of walking upon Lurning Coals ; why will. 
you conſume your body, and time, and fab- 
ſtance, which cannot be redeemed ? why will 
you bring upn your ſelvesa wound and difhonor 
which cannot be wiped off ? Why will you bez 
like Oxen which go to the ſlaughter, and be ſuch 
fools, as to bring upon your ({<lves deſtruction ? 
Turn from your evil waycs dare not to go 


forward in that way which leads unto death and 
hel). 


? 
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themſelves by it; and will you go on till a dart 
pierce thorow your Liver ? the _ beginning of 
the {in is {weet like honey, but will not the end 
of it be more bitter than wormwood ? and if a 
little ſhort pleaſure of the fleſh be ſo deſirable, 
will not the extream endleſs pain, it will pro- 
duce, be intollerable? can you be content to [ye 
fo many millfons of years under the horrible 
tortures of Hell, for a little preſent ſenſual de- 
light, which when reaped, cannot yield you fa- 
eisfaction ? is it ſweet to fall into the arms of 
an adulterous woman z and will it not be bitter, 
yea a fearfull thing to fall into the hands of the 
Living God, Heb. 10. 31. dpecially when he 1s 
irreconcileably angry, and his anger burns like 
fire which is devouring, and unquenchable ? 
you have ſeen the Fire which hath burnt down 
the City how dreadfull it was; the tigg of Luſt 
within you, is worſe; and the Fire Hel be- 
neath you, which is preparing for you, and un- 
to which by this ſin you are haſtening , 1s a 
thouſand fold more dreadfull ; ( of which mere 
by and by ) and yet will you go on? O Tum 


from your adulterous wayes 3 come not near the | 


door of ſuch houſes, where you have had incen- 
tives to Luſt, and opportunities for ſuch lewd 
practices 3 make a Covenant with your eycs, the 
{park is catcht at the eye, not only from it, but 
alſo by it; the ſpark that falling upon the tinder 

| Q. 3 = 


" Wha. 
% 


229 


Gods Terrible'Voith 

of an adulterous heart, puts it ints a' flame; 
do not look upon the Maid or Woman, that. FYolt 
may not think ; do not think, that you may. not 
laſt ; do not touch, that you may not defire to 
taſte 3 do not toy, Ic you | be caught; dv not 
come too near the brink, leaſt you fall into the 
ſtream before you are aware take heed cf ſpe-: 
culative uncleannels, as you would be kept from 
anal uncleanneſs; take heed 'of (elf- pollutions, 
as you would be kept from adultery with others; 
avoid occafions of this fin, come not into fuch 
Company and places where you may have oppor- 
tunity to commit itz flee MS | luſts which 
warr againſt the foul; keep your mindes pure 
and chaſte; reſiſt the firſt ſuggeſtions to this fin 3 
quench the fire, when it begins to kindle; look 
to the iſſue and conſequents of this finz remem- 
ber that the holy eye of God is upon you, 1n 
your molt f{ecret retirements, and he will ere long 
call you to an account. 

3. Swearers, turn from your evil wayes.  Re- 


member the Third Commandment, unto which 


E Threagging 1s annexed, of Gods charg- 
ing -guilt "eſpecially upon the breakers he rcot, 
Exod. 20.7. Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the 
Lord thy God in vain, for the Lord will mat hold him 
guilthſs, that taketh his Name in vain. The very 
uſe of the Name of God irreverently, is a breach 
of this Command ; but to fwear by the Name 
of God in ordinary diſcourſe, 1s 2 grof5 breach 
of it 3 which as it affronts God highly, fo it will 
bring Condemnation certainly upon the guilty, 
that do not repent and forbear. When God 
uath made your Mouths, and grven you tOAngucs 
A to 
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to ſpeak his praiſe, which then are your glory 3 
will you protane- the Name of this God, and 
turn not only the glory of God, but alſo your 
own glory into thame and diſhonour, and that 
when you have not the motive and incentive as 
to tleſh-pleating fins ? Herbert. 


Take nat his Names who made thy mouth, in vain 3 

It gets thee nothing, -and hath no ex uſe : 

Lift and Wine plead a pleaſirre, Avarice pain : 

But the cheap S8wearer through his open {in:e 
Lets. his ſoul ran for nought. as little fearinz : 
Were I an Epicure, 1 cold hate ſwearing. 


Look 1nto _— 29, $5, 59. what threatnings 
the Lord doth denounce there againtt ſuch as do 
not fear his Name 3 __ ſurcly 1t 1s for want of 
tear and awe ot Gods Name, that any are fo bolJ 
as. tO fwcar by it, or take it in vain : If thou wilt 
rt fear this glorious ana Jean Name, THE 
LORD THY GOD, then the Lord w:ll 
make thy Plagues wonderfiill, _ tbe Plrpnes of _— 
feed, even great Plagues, and of long continaanz, 
and ſore fo ceſſes, and "of lang contint ance, OC. 
Hath not God plagued and baract the City of 
Lo2don, amongit other {ms,torthis of Swearing, ? 
>» and yct will you {wear ſill, and provoke the 

Lord to farther wrath ? whein you have ſeen m 
| part how fearfull the Name of God *1s,. in the 
Jadgemcnts whicty he hath exccuted, will vou 
go on {till to profane his Name? Do you not 
tear future Judgements ? will not the Name of 
| God be diſplayed - morz dreadtully before you, 
wacn he opens the Freafures of tis wrath, and 
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ſends his Son in flaming Fire, to takexvengeance 
upon ſinners, and yct will not you tear this Name 
of God ? f 


. 6 f | 
Swearcrs, with what confidence can you pray | 


to God ? what hopes can you have when you 
uſe Gods Name in Prayer, that you ſhall have 
the leaſt audience or acceptance, when you abuſe 
his Name ſo much, and caſt ſuch diſhonour upon 
it by your Oaths? It you do not pray now, as 
Swearers ſeldom do, will you never be driven 
to your knees? will you never be brought to 
ſuch extremitics that no creature ſhall be able 
to give you any relief? and with what face can 
you then look up to God ? will not your call- 
1ngs upon the Name of God be in vain, as you 
have taken his Name 11 vain? will not God 
laugh at your Calamity, and though you cry 
and ſhout, will not he ſhut out your Prayer, 
and barr the door of Mexcy upon you tor 
_ 2” 

Swearcrs, turn from your ſin; make a Cove- 
nant with your mouth; ſet a Watch, before the 
dore of your lips; uſe Gods Name in Prayer, 


and reverently in difcourſe z do not ſwear by it, 


or take 1t in vain any more z get an awe of this 
Name upon your hearts, which will be an ex- 
cellent means to keep you from this lin. 

4.. Lyars, turn from your evil wayes, We read 
Afis 5. at the beginning, of Annanias and Sapphi- 
ra, Who were {mitten with ſudden Death for 
the fin of Lying 3 it 15 {aid , they fell down at the 
Apoſtles feet, and gave up the ghaſt. And hath not 
the im of Lying been one ingredient in the meri- 


torious Cauſe of the fall of fo many perſons and 


c 
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houſes by the Plague and Fire in the City of 
London ? This fin of Lying, the Apoſile doth in 


eſpecial caution the Coloſſiavs and Epheſians a- 


gairft, after the wonderfull grace of God 1n the 


' renovation of them according to his Image, 


Col, 3. 9. Lye not one to another, ſeeing ye have put 


| off the Old man with his deeds : And have put on 


the New man, &c. Eph. 4.24, 25. Having put on 
the New man, which after God is created in righte- 
ouſneſs and true holineſs. Put away lying, and ſpeak. 
every man truth to his Neighbour. And this fin I 
may caution Londoners againſt, after the dread- 
tul anger of God, .exprefled in the Deſolations 


which he hath made amongſt them by his late * 


Judgements ; Lye not one to another any more, 
but ſpeak every one Truth to his Neighbour, 
The Lord is a God of truth, and he cannot lyez 
do you labour to be men of truth, ſuch as will 
not lye : The Devil is the Father of Lycs, and 
Lyars, Foh. 8. 44. and which is molt eligible, 
to be Children of Sod, or Children of the Devil? 
A lying tongue, is one of the ſeven Abomimati- 
tions which the Lord hateth, Prov. 6. 16, 17. 
And is there any good you can get by your lying, 
comparable to the evil of rendring your {elves 
hatetull and abominable m the fight of God ? Is 
it needfull for you ſometimes to ſpeak lycs ? Is it 


not a thouſand fold more needfull for you alwayes 


to ſpeak truth ? are you likely to gain {o much 
by the former, as by the later ? what is a little 
outward Emolument in compariſon with inward 
Peace ? are you likely to loſe ſo much by the 
later, as by the former ? what is the loſs of ex- 
ternal, temporal things, m compariſon with = 

_ | loſs 
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loſs 'of- your Souls and Happinels for ever ? Is. 
it needfull tolye that you may excuſe your faulty? | 


this makes them double. Herbert. 


Nothing «: can need a lyes, 
A fault which needs it moſt, grows two thereby, 


Parents, warn your Children againſt this fin 


of Lying ; do not ſpare the Rod of Correction 
where you finde them guilty pals by twenty 
other faults rather than this; Lying is the firtt 
Ink m the Chain of a thouſand grots fins; rap 
off their fingers from the firtt link , leaſt the 
Chain after grow too ftrong for you to 
break. 

Maſters, indulge not your Servants in this ſin, 


the reſolution of David was, Pſzl. 101. 7. He 


that worketh deceit ſhall nit dwell in my houſe ; be 
that telieth lies ſhall not tarry in my fight. Eſpecial- 
ly take heed of leadmg, Servants to this tin by 
your Example; above all of putting them upon 
this (in, by your per{waſions or: commands tor, 
befides the guilt of their fin which hereby you 
mcurr 3 your dammage 1s like to be more than 
your advantage by their Iyes; If you put them 
upon lying tor you, they will put themſclves 
upon lying to you; and jt you deceive others 
m ſome things by the tormer, they are likely to 
deceive you, deſer vedly, mn greater things by the 
latter. 

Young orcs, take heed ct Lycs3 do nothing, 
as may need the cloak and excuſe of a lye; and 
it you bz overtaken with a tault, never deny 1t 
when examined , but with. ſorrow acknow- 

ledge 
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ſedge it as you would gain favour with God arid 
tnan: Take heed of this fin betimes; lay afide 
lying before it grows into a Cuſtom, which will 
be hard to leave. Old ones, break off this fin, 
bctorc you be dragg'd by the chain of this ſin 
into the Fire of Hell, which 1s the threatned pu- 
niſhment thereof, Rev. 21.5. Be not too haſty 
in ſpeech, leaſt this fin itfue forth at the door of 
your lips, before you are aware ſpeak always 
as in the hearing of God, who. knows whether 
your words and heart do agree, and who will 
one day call you. to an account for this tin, and 
except you rcpcut , puniſh you for t ſeverely 
in the Lake ot Fire and Brimſtone. | 
5, Slanderers, turn from your evil wayes. The 
fin of ſlandering is one of the wotft forts of Ly- 
ing 3 and the zeeth of flanderers are compared to 
ſears and arrows, and their tongue tn a ſharp ſword, 


Pfal. 57. 4. and when they utter their flanders, 


they bend their bowe, and ſhoot their arrows, they 
whet their ſword, and wound therewith the re- 
putation of others, which they are bound to be 
as carctull of as their own, Pſal. 64. 34. Slande- 
rers are falle-witneſſcs, who lay to the charge of 


others fuch things as they know not, Plal. 35. It. 


they are Lyons, who tcar in pieces the good 


Name of others; they are Serpents, whoſe words 
are fiings, and full of deadly poylon 3 they are - 


compared to maruls, and ſwords, and ſharp arrows, 
Prov. 25. 18. yea, they are like mad men, who 
calt about fire-brands, and arrows, and death, Prov. 
26. 18. By this fin, you wound others, and 


are guilty of 'tongue-murderz but you wound 


your {clyes more, I mean your Conſciences, avd 
E: are 


» 
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are guilty of ſelf-murder, of ſoul-murder ; and 
the poylon of ſuch ſpeeches is not fo venemous 
and deadly, in regard of your Neighbours good 


name, as it is in regazd of your own fpirits, 


which are invenom'd, and will be deſtroyed 


hereby, without the application of the blood of 
Chriſt for pardon and healing. 

Slanderers, forbear your backbiting , flande- 
rous ſpeeches; forbcar devouring words, which 
ſwallow 1p the good name of your neighbours; 
kt not your throats be like open Sepulchres, to 
entombe their Reputation : Fake heed your 
tongues do not uttcr flanders and reproaches, 
deviſed by your ſelves; be carctull alſo that you 
do not ſpread ſuch Calumnies as others have de- 
viſed. Receive not any accuſation againtt your 
Neighbours without good proot 3 drive away 
backbiting tongues with an angry countenance 3 
and 1f you muſt hear of others faults, let love 
conceal them as much as may be from the know- 
ledge of others z rather ſpeak to themſelves what 
you hear, and reprove them, (if the things be 


ſcandalous) with prudence, love, and a fpirit of ' 


meekneſs. Remember the command, Tt. ;. 2. 
Speak evil of no man. And take heed of the finfull 
practice of the Women deſcribed, 1 Tim. 5. 13. 
They learn to be idle, wandring about from houſe to 


houſe , and not only idle, but Tatlers alſo, and bufie= 


boazes, ſpeaking things which they ought not, Where 
your tongues have been inſtrumental to wound 
others, and your (elves withall, by ſlanderous 
{ſpecches, make uſe of the farne inſtrument for 
healing, labour to heal your ſelves by Confeſſion 
of your {in to God, and te heal others by ac- 

know- 
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knowledging to them the wrong you have-done 
them; labour to lick whole their fame, and by 
good words to promote their eſteem , which 
you have unjuſtly taken away. Labour for (o 
much humility and brotherly love, as to be as 
tender of their good Name and fame as your 
own, and in honour to preferr them above your 
ſelves, which will make you ready to hide their 
faults, and keep you from evil ſurmiſes, and evil 


flanderous ſpeeches. 
"6. Revilers , turn from your evil wayes. Revi- 


ling and flandering often go together, as pro- 


cceding, both, from the ſame root of malice and 
hatred 3 yet fometimes the malice is kept more 


cloſe; whem Warr is in the heart, and miſchiet | 


15 inwardly deviſed, and the Name ſecretly 
wounded with: ſlanders behinde the back, the 
tongne doth flatter, and like a Honey-comb doth 
dzxop nothing but ſweet words before the face. 
The: fin of Reviling is open, and ſpits forth ran- 
cour and malice into the face, and breaks farth 
mto bitter {peeches, for the ſhame and diſgrace 
of ſuch perſons againſt whom they are ſpoken, 
though Revilers diſgrace themſelves more by the 
weakneſs, and ill government of ſpirit, which 
hereby they difcover. 

Revilers, rcfrain your angry bitter ſpecches 
Let all bitterneſs and wrath. and anger, and clamoar. 
and evil ſpeaking , be put away from yout, with all 
malice, Eph. 4. 31. Do not quarrel and contend, 
do not break forth into brawls and clamours, 


and bitter reviling ſpeeches, againſt ſach as give / 


you no occation, but defire to live at peace with 


you and jf others are angry and quarrel with 
you, 
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you, labour to pacifie their anger, do _not fiir up 


reviled, revile not again, 1iR& our Saviour, 1 Pet. 
2. 23. Render not. evil For evil, nor. railing for 
railing, but contrarjwiſe. bleſſing, 1 Vet. 3.9. The 
{ccond blow breeds the quarrc], and the Gcond 
reviling word breeds the lirite3, give; to a hard, 
{pzech the return of a foft anſwer, .Proy. 15. I- 
A. ſoft anſwer turneth away wr ok. batt grievous 
words ſtir up anger. And Prov. 25.15. Long for- 
bearance 1s of great: perſwalion, and a ſoft,tongwe 
breaketh a bone : thexe is a marvclous force mn a 
mcek reception of bitter ſpeeches to: appcaſe an- 
ger, and molifie. the ſpirits of thoſe. which are 
moſi fierce > whereas grievous and bitter returns 
ſtix up unto greater contention 3 Revenge not 
your {elves with the hand, neither revenge your 
felves with the tongue 3 revilc 110t YOur.cnemics, 
but love them, and pray for them, 'and do good to 


the coals by your bitter yo. ; Whew you arc . 
l 


them, feed and 'cloath them, and . heap coals upon. 


their head, Matth, 5. 44. Rom. 12. 19, 20. Be, 
gentle ſhewing all meekneſs to all men , _ Tit. 3, 2, 
eſpecially revile not your friends, take heed of 
ſtirxing up ſirite 1n the houſe where you live 3 
be of a pcaceaþle difpolition ; above all, take 
heed of reviling Chritis tricnds, Gods children 3 
revile not the Saints, remember that no ns" A 
eſpecially ſuch revilers that perſevere in that fin, 
ſhall mherit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 6. 10. 
and when the Lord Jcfus cometh ar the laſt day, 
he will execute judgement upon the ungodly , for 
th:ir hard ſpeeches which they have ſpoken againit 
him, in ſp:aking againſt his people, F#de 15. 
Revilers govern your tongues, If any man 
among 


among you” ſekm to be religious, and bridleth not his 
romgue, that: mans - religion is Vain, Jams 1-26. 
would you . govern your felves well according to 
Seripture-xules, bridle and govern your tongues, 
Jam. 3. 3, 4\| Behold we put bits into the Fbrſes 
months that they may obey us,” and we turn about 
their. whole body. Bubold alſo the Ships, which 
#bough ; they be fo great, and are driven of fierce 
winds. yet they are turned about with a very ſmall 
helm, witherſoever © the governowr lifteth.  -Put-a 
bit upon'this little member, and you may: the 
better have all-the reſt ar command, and-keep 
your {elves mm, when otherwiſe vented paſlion3 
like wilde horſes without; rains may carry you 
mto many A4;Precipicez when.otherwiſe the fierce 
ſtorms of your minds may break forth, and 
drive you. upon rocks and ſhelves, and '{hip- 
wrack both ſoul: and body together. There is a 
world of migquity wn the tongue, which defileth-+he 
whole body > the tongue is a' fire,” which (etteth- on 
fire the whole.:conrſe of nature, and it ſelf is (et 
on fire of Hell, y. 6, get thc tormer hre quenched, 
-£et. the heat of your tongues cooled, as you 

ould-elcape. the latter tire, I mean the tire 'of 

Hell, from whence the tormer fire doth pro- 
'  ceed, and uno which it will certainly bzing 
you. The tongue 15 tull of deadly poifon, it 18 
an unruly evil which no man can tame, whea 
by. art the wildeſt beatts may and have b<n 
tamed, v. 7, 8. othcrs cannot tame Your tongues, 
but you may get them tamed your elves: put 
them under the government of Chriſt, and he 
will tame them, get your paſſions tamed” with- 
in, and you may tame this icember which 1s 
the 
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the inſtrument that they 'make uſe of to- vent 
themſelves in your revihngs 3 keep guard 'and 
{cntinel before the door of your lips, and watch 
your words that-: you | offend not 'with\ your 
tongues, | _ wy 
7. Perſecutors turn from your evil waies : FOr- 
:ar perſecuting_ the people of God, who deſire 
your good, and are the befi fafeguard and de- 
tence by their prayers and faith of the places 
where they live, from miſerics and deſtruction; 
1s it -good for you to hew at the bough on 
- which you ſtand, over ſuch a deep, into which if 
you ſhould fall, it will be impotlible for you to 
recover your ſelves: again ? ' 1s it good for you 
to pull at the Pillars of the houſe, which if you 
pluck down, will bring the houſe upon you, 
and -bury you in its ruines ? 1s it good to put 
your ſelves under the burdenſome ftone which 
will grinde you to powder ? ſuppoſe whilelt 
you are breathing forth threatnings againſt any 
of Chriſts Diſciples, and are in the heat of your 
rage and furious perſecution of them, you ſhould 
hear ſuch a voice as Pax! did from Heaven, $in- 
ners, ſinners, why perſecute you me, would '1t not 
cool, and ſtop you? you may hear this voice, 
if you will open your ear unto the word ; It 1s 
Chriſt you perſecute i his Diſciples; it is Chriſt 
you wound thorow their fides; you would do. 
the ſame to him as the Jews did, were he alive 
amonglt .you, and you had the ſame power as 
ſometimes was put 1nto their hands againſt the 
Lord of life. I will not charge London with , 
and therefore need not warn them generally 
againſt the ſin of perſecution of Gods people, 
becauſe 


| in, oh (ity. Hs) '- 


becauſe they have been a ſhelter to them when 
- thetinics have frowned moſt uporrthem ;; bur are 
there none have need-of this waning ? are there 
| __11' Fndas's amongſt them, none of Pars ipirit 
f betore his Convertion ? __ 
{ Perſecutors torbear this ſin; ih makes you 
as like mig gpen that T kitow, and lucks 
you' falteſt 'm his arms 3 which is the very 
nexr door to the fin againſt the, Holy Ghoſt 
which 'will bring upon you ſwift 'delirudtior - 
which will ſink you into the loweſt parts of this 
bottomleſs pit3” which will laſh'and-Ring your 
Conſciences with horrible {courges hereafter; if © 
they þe tot awakened with horrour here 3- turn © 
from this fin before it be too late; Imitate Paz! 
* become: friends to them againſt whom jou 
aye expreſſed (6 much enmity and {pight. | ''- * 
1 | -'8. "Coverag perſons. turn from Jour evil wpajes"t 
| God! Bach, ſmitteri you' for the- Jniquity of yo: 
| © Epvetouliitfs, Yo; riot go! frowardly on (in: this 
fin he hath ſubſtracted/ much of the tue-of 
this fin, and Piiteb4e! m'the fire;\let-there- be'1 
greater decay i your luſt of CoytrpuſheG, than | 
there hath been- many of your'eſtates. Cove 
rouſneſs is one of the fins which the Apoſtle 
would not havefo much as named amonglt the 
| Siints, Epheſc 5.3. Ttis a fin if it teign, which 
| is inconſiſtent with the truth of ' grace , and 
power of Godlineſs, becauſe it 'is Wdolatry, Cf, 
+ 3. 5. and the Apoſile tells us expteſly that Cos 
vetqus perſons ſhall not inherit the Kingdonr of 
God, x Cor. 9. 10. yea that the wrath of Gos 
ſhall come upon them, Epheſ: 5. 6. 
Covetous _—_ curn from your 1, get 
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this carthly member mortified : get your heax 

looſened from thoſe things, which you have. 
thertomade your God, and-in, ch yo Fi 
ſought for your chickeſt fee, Pk iP 
Have you little m the . .conte nt= 
70u have as much as. God. + YOu., 
ch. 135. 1Let' your conve we e withous..co- 
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vetouſneſs, and. be. content with. fac) \ things n FI. 


have, Coyctouſnels may not, Heah your POET 
any 'more,; than, riches can. heal Your! 
tpulnels. ;: ----,;; : 6 


Have you. "mych 3 in te world 7d x 
riches encreaſe.?. {et not. Fur heart E 


make uſe of -what God hath ry el 
uch. the Lor, 


ſuch pinching ; and, {elf- Ld 

Tat ncver FOR: nanded 
ind 3. God,-ne La ts, ta\12 

ule ; take pos = ' EXE $i = 
ending, an ot ode 

- Es 376 has: 2,90 i 

uſe part of nor eo on: Ah .. PCD F-3n : 

needful for the body, ap, 1e,19. your: 5, 8 


and quality; hy, alide Pa r.YQUL;PO! oltemits 
and lay-out part 4n.- the. | Is Ip Cake 9611 cg ſ LEY 


for relicf of the poor, wherd '$] you wall -1 BD - 


for your ſelves, a $900 pong Fatt. forthe gms 
to come, and at lay,;h old, on &epual, Bo 
1 Tim. 6. 1B.age 81 MV 

9.  Unrighteous perſons. .t Form ae. eat 
wayes, God hath te ina in 5.9 Judge» 
ments, becauſe ;you have been, uarightequs: 8: 
your dealings3 andas his Judgements are, 2'xe- 
__ of your fin, ſo arc they a warning to you 
to 
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to leave it. . Unrighteous gains will yicld:;you 
Kitle advantage in:the iffue 1 Seephar-the Apoltle' 
Faines ſpeaks of the: wealth whick/mer get in 


| tualy away : Chap: 5. 2, 3, 4+ Toter richer ' are 
> / corrapted, and our” garments Myth-eaten + - Vous 


Gold and Silver is: cankered, and the ruſt of' then 
fail bec.a witueſs; aqgdinſh yow, - and: ſhall eat your 
flefhr, as Tt were Fre : - je. bizve' heaped treaſare 
aogether for i the laſt 1dayes',, Behold the” hive of Joutd 
labowers. which: (have teaped ' down * youy fields ; 
which. is of you kepr back, by fraud; eryeth , and 
the: cryes have. entered. into the''84rs -of the Bord 
of \Szbboth. The curſe of ' God: goeth along 
with aanlawtullj-unrighteous gains; and is like 
Moth: and Ruft to corrupt and canker them 3 
they'bring a tixemtothe fleſh and. bones, which 
will.cat;'and torment 3. they. pierce men thorow 
with: many ſorebws,:and at their latter end ut- 
zerly conſume thicm with terrours, if their con« 
ſcience! be awakened 3 Unrighteous: perſons'.da 
not ficap up fack-:treaſures ot wealth, as by fin 
they heap up treafures of wrath againſt the laſt 
day': the wrongs; which they do to others, cry 


' with. a:loud voice td God, - and' the Lord will 


be::the: avenger of all ſuch as are defrauded. 
Let: them that: have-been unrighteous then- be 
unrighteous no {mote -: you cannot wrong 0- 
thets: ſo much hy'this fin, as you' wrong your 
felves 5 ſhake your hands of diſhoneſt gains : 
make reſtifution-: of what you have defrauded 
others, as you expe falvation, ' nar remittitur 
peccatum, nifi reſtituatur' ablatum. This 1s a hard 
faying-to ſome; who have no other wealth, but 
what they: have*-gained in a diſhoneſt and 

R 2 anrighteous 
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unrighteous way 3 but will it not be harder to 


ſuffer the vengeance of Eternal fire for this lin? 
151t not bettex to 1mpoveriſh your ſelves that 
you may be uſt and honeft whileſt you live, than 
to be dammed, and thruſt into a place of torment 
when you die? you muſt leave what you have 


i God do not take away what you have by ſome 
\ temporal Calamity before, be: ſure Death will 
\ſtrip you of all; and 1s it not better for you to 

part with it your ſelves tothe juſt owners, when 


this is the way to obtain pardon and peace, and 
an Inheritance which 1s of a thouſand fold :more 
value? Anddo not fear but God will make pro- 
viſion' for you whileſt you abide in the world, 
if you reſolve to be honeſt, and put your truft in 
him, who hath the diſpoſe of the Earth, and the 
fulneſs thereof, Be righteous for the future,. do 
not {werve a hair trom the Rule of Right; 
what you would that others ſhould do nunts 
you, do unto them, this 1s a Principle infcribed 
upon the heart by. Nature, and this is the: Law: 

and the Prophets, Matth. 7. 12. L 
10. Hypocrites, turn from your evil wayer; 'Me- 
thinks the terrible voice of God ſhould affrighten 
you, under your Hypocritical ſhowes, and: out= 
tide Devotions ; Mecthinks, you ſhould now;bend 
your hearts. to pleaſe the-Lord-, 'and approve 
your fc]ves chictly to him, who hath expreſſed 
fo much diſpleaſure againſt ſinners, and 1s :moſt 
highly offended with Hypocritesz what good 
will a Form do you, without the Power of god- 
lines ? what good will ſhowcs.do you, without 
fincere and fſubltantial fervice ? what : bencft 
will you get by countgrteit Graces, if your Gra- 
| Cs 
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ccs be not reall? if your Repentance, and Faith 


and Love, and the like, be feigned, how unct- 
fecual will they be to procure pardon, and peace, 
and ſalvation ? are you content to loſe all your 
Bodily Exerciſe, and to have all your heartleſs 
litcleſs Daties rife up one day m Judgement a- 
gainſt you? What advantage will you get by 2 
bare Profeſſion of Religion , eſpecially in ſuch 
times when profeſſion it it be firid is diſcqunte- 
nanced, and Proteſflors if theix Lamp ſhine with 
any bagFhtneſs , and they carry any great fail 
expoſe themſelves to danger ? And if you have 
not Sincerity, which alone can yield you the true 


- and {weet fruits of Religion, you are like to loſe 


all, and of all others ta; make your ſclves moſt 
miſerable ; you may ſuffer from Men, becauſe 
you have a Profeſſion, and you will ſuffer from 
Gad, becauſe you. have no more than a Profeſ- 
lion ; What then? ſhould you calt off your Pro- 
fellion? No ſo you would turn Apotllates 3 and 
may fall into the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
which will bring upon you mevitable Damna- 
tion z but lay .afide your hypocriſie , and be- 
come lincere z be that jn truth, which you are 
m ſhow ; labour for fincerity in regard of your 
State, and Hhaboux for ſincerity in regard of your 
Daties. ves i | 
Sumners, God calls upon all of you to turn 
from your eyil wayesby his thundering Voice. 


Turn preſently.: let the time 'paſt be ſufficient 
, Wherein you have fulfilled the deſires of the: 
fleſh and the minde-z go not a ſtep forward in 
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the way of fin, leaft you meet with deſtruction. 


{uddenly, and periſh without remedy, 
 " 3 Tuxa 
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Turn rntiverſally,” lay not of any fin, as Lot did 
of Zoar, Þ is @ littk one, caft away all' your 
cranſgreſſions3 ard let no iniquity have domi- 
njon over you for the future. - 
Tura heartily, from an 'inward Principle of 
hatred to fin, and love to*God,; and not from 


outward Conſiderations, and meerly upon the 


account of fins dreadfull conſequents. | 
Tarn conflantly, and with full purpoſe of heart 
never to return unto your evil wayes g iim-any 
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TO, Thi Lond doth expe after: fach Fmdgomants 
#4t London ſpot!d jeck him : That they ſhould 
not only turn from ther: evil wayes ,; but alſo 


that they ſhould turn unto bim that hath' ſmitten + 


them, and ſeek the Lord of Hoſts, ia. 9. 13. We 
read; Am, 5.2. The Virgin of Wratl is falen, ſhe 
is forſaken, and none to T#iſe her' up :- whereupon 
God calls to this duty, v.'4; 5; 6, 8. Thus ſzith 
the Lord t6 the houſe of Wrael, 'Seek ye me;" and+ye 
thatl ave; butt ſeek not Bethd, &c. ſeek, the Lord, 
and - "ye ſhall live, leaft he break: forth like fire in the 
Jouts of Joſeph, and devour, ant} there be'none to 
quench ſeek, hin who made 5hs feven-Stars ,-and 
Orion, and twurneth the ſhadow of death into "the 
morning, &c.” the LORD i his Name+ and. it 
follows, v. 155 It may be tht Loyd will be gracious 
rate the rennait if Jofeph.' And whei-- this 
_ 15 neglected; ſee the 'Threatning,' v6, 

ing ſhall be tn all ſtreets; and: they ſhall ſay 7” 
«ll #he bigh wayes, Alas, algs' 2 and. they ſhall call 


yy Huchandenie *#0- ma and ſich as are vhil- 
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47 the, City. 
ful of tte ,to wailing. And now Lon- 
doa 1s fallen, doth notthe.Lord call upon them, 
that they would call upon him , and as they 
would turn away tas anger, and prevent their 
uttcy xume, that they would ſeek him who can 
tura,toe ſhagow of dcath into the Morning, 
and thc. blickelt wght of atfliction into a day of 
Piofpericy, and Rejoycing. 

Lm»dvn, icck the ;.prd, that ye may live, that 
there may be a reviving after the years of ſuch 
death and runes ſeek the Loxd, before the de- 
cret; bring torth. ſome other Judgement, and ye 
pals away like Chaffe before the Whirlwinde, in 
the.day of the Lords tierce anger 3 it may be the 
Lord will be gracious to the remnant of this 
great City. God expects that London ſhould 
now pray at another rate than heretofore they 
have.done. It is'ſaid, Dar, 9+ 13. All this evil is 
come upon us, yet made we not our prayer unto the 
Lord our. God; and when. God had conſumed 
Jſrael becauſe: of- theix miquitics, the Prophet 
complains, Iſa. 64. 7.. There is none, that calleth 
upon thy Name, that ſtirreth up himſe] "A to take hold 
of thee... Had the Prayers of London. been ſuch as 
they, ſhould have been, ſuch as they: have bcen, 
the Dclolations of Londen might. have been pre- 
yentcd::- God .expeRs that London. under ſuch 
Chaſtiſements, ſhould pour out Pxayers before 
him. 1a. 26. 16s [God hath ſpoken terribly unto 
them, -he expeRs that they, ſhould. cry mightily 
unto him. God expects that Lowdon ſhould mect 


kim in the way. gf fs;  Judgemegts, not, only 


-with weepings: fox their ſaus,, Shak, they have pro- 
voked him unto lo great "ye ealure , but _ 
wit 
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with Supplications for his Mercies. When Fa. 
coh was devoured, and -his dwcllng-place: laid 
waſte, Pſal-79.7. yqu have their prayer, v. 8, 9, 
&c.- O Remember not againft'us former imquities ; 
tet thy tender mercies ſpeedily prevent us, for we are 


brought wery low : Help us O Lord God of oug fal- 


vation, for the glory of thy Name : deliver us, and 
purge away our ſins for thy Names ſake, And the 
Church under deſolating Judgements doth in 
prayer exprels her (elf very pathetically, Ha. 63. 
15, &c. Look, down from Heaven, and behold from 
the habitation of thy holineſs, and thy glory, where 
3s thy zeal, and thy ſtrength, the ſounding of thy 
bowels, and thy mercies, are they reſtrained ? Doubt- 


Jeſs, thou art our Father, &c. We are thine, return 


for thy ſervants jake, &c. and chap. 64. 9. Be not 
wroth very ſire, O Lord, neither remember iniquity 
for ever, behold, ſee, we beſeech thee, we ave all thy 
people. God hath been pleading and conteriding 
with London by his Judgements, and God doth 
look that Loxdon ſhould plead with him in pray- 
er for his Mercics. | 
Lond, ſeek the Lord of Hoſts, who hath 
come forth againſt you in batte], and wounded 
yau- with his ſharp arrows, and yet hath: not 
laid down his weapons; get to your knees 
hang about Gods fcet- and arms; fill your 
mouths with arguments to- ftay him-m the 
courle of his hemens: les not the Apple 
of your eye ceaſe from weeping, that you have 
diſpleaſed him; and let not your tongue ceaſe 
from humble 'and carneft "Entreaties, that he 
would pardbn--you,' and -remove his diſpleaſure 
from you. ASSTAT1LOLTT ES keg 1 | £ 
eg S:eK 
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Seek! the Lord humbly; pat your mouths in 
the duſt, if ſo be there may be any hope 3 God 
hears the ry of the Humble, and will not de- 
ſpiſe their Prayer, Pſa/. 10. 17. Pſal.102.17. 

Seek the Lord diligently : He hath promiſcd to 
be found of all them that diligently ſeek him, 
Heb. x1.6. God looks for carneſt, hearty , fer» 


. vent Prayer ; There is a ſweet Promiſe which- 


God makes to his Peoples prayers after his ſore 
Judgements which he had brought upon them ; 
Fer. 29.11, 12, 13. I know the thoughts, that 
think, towards you, ſaith the Lord, thoughts of peace, 
and not of evil, to give you an expected end, Then 
ſhall ye call upon me, and ye ſhall go, and pray unto 
me, and I will hearken unto you : And ye ſhall ſeek, 
me and finde me, when ye ſhall ſearch for me with all 
your heart. 

Seek: the Lord believingh;, mingle your Pray- 
ers with Faith, and make uſe of the Mediation 
of Chritt, that you may prevail. 


—— 
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II. God calls apon London, by the voice of his 
Fudgements, to prepare for greater troubles. The 
tace of God ſeems to threaten greater troubles, 
there 15 little fign that Gods hraw is ſmoothened 
now, more than it was before the Fire; there 
is little. evidence of the appeaſement of Gods an- 
ger: . The face of the times ſeem to threaten 
greater troubles; the Cloud over London and 
England is ſtill very black, and (reans to be thicker 

chan it was before. / <4 
Gods own people are like to undergo oxcater 
troubles: ſome of them have endured much, = 
| L ey 
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they. are like to endure much mpre 3. ſome of 
them - bave (uttered deeply, but they. are like to 
ſuttcr greater things more'generally;; > they have 
been brought low.by affliction; butmot. ſo low 
as others be 3 when othcrs of Gods people arc 
{tript of all, they enjoy a comparative proſpes 
rity :- they are not follow as they. delcetve to, bes 
their Goſpel-reproaching (ins deſerve tar greater . 
ſeverities : they-are:not fo low as they may have - 
need, to bez they -may ncee greater troubles, to 
unite them more one to anather 1 their aftgcti- 
ons to turther their fanctification, to wean and. 
looſen them more from the World'z to humble 
them for, and purifie them more trom {in 3 - to 
exerciſe and brighten more their' graces ; they 
are not ſo low as pollibly they: mult be before 

El ticy be exalted ; the Night 1s the darkeſt b2fore 

at the Day breaks z the ſtorm 1s the fiexceft many 

i times: 1 its laft blaſt z and the affliftions of Gods 

people are the foreſt before God gives them 

deliverance z God layes his people moſt low, 
when he intends their higheſt exaltation : ſure- 

Iy, the expected ſhock is not yetover, and Gods 

Peoples moſt dreadfull ſufferings: ſeem'moſt 1m- 

ncfiately to be threatned, they ſeem to be near, 

very near , even at the doors.” : The intent of 
the late Judgements by Plague. and Fire, feems 
plainly to be for the fitting -and preparing of - 
themfor more-ſmartand heavy ſtrokes. If God 
had permitted thoſe expected ſufferings to have 
come- upon- them more ſuddenly , they might 
have found them more unready z God hath 
2:ven - them time! toi prepare , and awakening 
vwanings to prepare z -and' when ' will they 'be 
| ready 


) 
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ready to ſuffer like Chriſtians, like Proteſtauts, 
it now they be not ready ? 

The Profane and wicked Generation in the 
Land axe like to endure greater troubles, as h 
been ſhown pag. $0, 81, 82. and when the ſtor 
of Gods anger doth break dowh upon ther 
are there no drops likely to fall upon Lorz 
Is not the whole Land likely to be in danger of 
ruine, when God doth deal with the ungodly 
and wicked Crew , whom he ſpares for ſome 
time, whileſt he puniſheth ſo ſtverely the more 
righteous? The troubles, of London have been 
great, but methinks it 1s evident, that Zordor: 
15 in danger of greater troubles; therefore they 
have need to make preparation , which they 
have had ſuch awakenang . calls unto. ' Some 
pollibly may think the bitterneſs of . Londons 
froubles is over , becauſe their troubles have 
been ſo bitter; that the ſharp Winter cold is 
gone , when it was fo ſharp in the midſt of 
Winter, and the Sun#had got to ſome height 3 
but March can bring in as cold nipping Froſt, 
as December and Fanuary did; and when the. 
Spring of. Proſperity is expected by ſome, they 
may finde the ſharpeſt part of the Winter of 
troubles to be behinde. Prexake FR Lon- 
don fox greater troubles. "oy | 


1253 


Gods Terrible Voice 


—_— 


— Dn" 


12. God doth expect that London ſhould tru} 
m more in arms of fleſh, bnt in himſelf alone. 
By theſe Judgements God hath ſhown to Loxdon 
the weakneſs and inſufficiency of arms of fleth 
what broken reeds. they are. Some put theig 
truſt in men, and their great expectation of re- 
licf and comtort hath been from .their friends 3 
by the Plague God. hath ſhown, how frail and 
weak man 1s, how like graſs or a flower that 

uickly withercth, or' is cut down 3 how like 
glaſs or a bubble which is cafily broken and va- 


niſheth; many have loſt by the Pla age their chick. 


friends upon whom they have had- all. their de- 
pendance, and the Lord hath ſhown how inſuf- 
ficient a foundation | man 1s for any ones. truſt 
and confidence , therefore he calleth aloud to 
Londm to ceaſe from LED whoſe breath is in his 
zoftrils, for wherein is, he tobe accounted of ? Ifa, 
2. 22, notto truſt in any of the ſons of men, in 
whom there is no belp;, and the reaſon is, becauſe 
their breath goeth forth, they return to their duſt, in 
that very day all their thonghts periſh, Plal. 146. 
3, 4 Some put their truſt in their wealth and 
riches. Prov. 18. 11: the rich mans wealth is his 
City, and a high wall in his own conceit. God 
hath by the Fire, which hath conſumed ſo much 
of the wealth of the City, ſhown how inſuftici» 
ent a foundation wealth is for any mans conft- 
dence, he. hath made it evident that riches are 
uncertain, and that they fly away with Eagles 
wings, ſometimes whileſt the owners are look- 
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 Ihgon; may vot that which is threatned, Pſa. 
x 52: 5.7. be ſpoken of many - in L»dow, that 
God hath rooted ſome of them by the Plague 
out of the Land of the living, plucked and 
{ forced others gut of their habitations by the Fire, 
and taken away their ſtay and-prop from. them, g 
of whom it may-be ſaid, Lo theſe are they that 
made not Ggd their ſtrength, byt truſted in the 
abundance,of their:riches, and-ſtrengthned themsy 
ſelves in.their wickednels.  , 3 Fever 

 Lonagntruſt no more in arms.of fleſh, but truſt 
in God alone : It 3s better to truſt in the Lord, 
than to put confidence in men; it is better t0 truſt 
in the Lord, than to put eonfigence in Pririces, -Plal. 
118. 8, 9. God is knocking off your fingers from 
all things hcre below , his: will | is that; you. 
ſhould put;/ your, trutt in, him..z which , is one 
| promiſed effect of great: defolations aud aftictt- 
ons, that; you ſhould labour after ; Zeph.:3. 12. 
T-will alſo leane in the midſt of thee an -fflided., 
and poor peaple, and they ſhall. truſt in the Name 
of the Lord. : You were not fo torward:to truſt 
in the Loxd :when you;had, greater! abundance, 
endeavour toitruſt in him, now; you axe braughs 
mto greater. poyerty and affliction ; his. Infimce 
Power, Wiſdom, loving kindneb, his -promile; 
truth and faithfulneſs are a' firong bottome for 
your truſt and confidence. in,; God. Truſt in him 
at all times,'in the worſt: of times; when. your 
danger-1$. greateſt, he will ' be. your h&p.and_ 
ſhield, Pſal. 115.11. he-willbe your refuge un- 
der oppreflion, and preſent help in time of troy- 
ble, Pſal. 46. x- he will be. your rock and 'for- 
| trcls, your high tower to defend you, or your: 
| | deliverer 
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deliverer 'toiredecm-you out: of all-your trom: 
bles: crutt in. God: alone -for all-things 7 if. you 
make uſe of creatures; do not lean and Ray ups 
on-them, for .they'iwill ſlip from- wider you's 
but ſtay your ſelves'on God. - -O'the' peace and 
quiet-which thisj wil yield in-Thaking' trouble- 
forne dayes ? when others hearts'tfenible within 
them, and arc: moved; like: laves' upd the ap- 
proach: of dangery'you ſhall' not be afraid- of 
evil tydings, but have your hearts fixed'truſting 
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.'..}3. God" doth wxpett: that London ſhould have 
Death :in contin at remembrance : [This - God. x+ 
pes from: the Judgement of the 'Plague,: the 
Death of fo many; thouſands @ week''in Londor, 
gave ſuck afpettice of Mortality; and Preached 
ſach'a. Sermon'imithe City,-as ſhould? bring the 
remembrance- of Death into their+ mirids every 
day - of their lives ;*the-death, if it were but of 
one or two: thould put you iv mind” of your 
later end 4 but:whizeniyou- have ſeen fo 'many 'go 
down :nto- the/pitbetore you, ite ſhould inferibe 
the:verhembrance /-of death more deeply upon 
your: mindes,. thei record ' of which,you ſhould 
lodk-:daily*to-i'the gates of "the City in- the 
year of the Plague) ſeenvd tohave this! inſcripti- 
on upon” them," AM F535 Griſo; Let that 
word-found every day ih your vdts/and remem- 
bex- your bodies -are! expoſed iter the '{troke 'of 
death every day j und: though'© youlhaye out- 
lived-the Plague; that yet Death -bath' you in 
the'chafe, and wil cte long ( Four appt aun | 
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_ ſoon ) overtake you 3. remember your glaſs 

S running, and ,will quickly b2 run out; and 
Herefore A this fayes of your appointed itime, 
as you ſhoald tetnember' 3 o\ you ſhould = 
parc for Four! reat change! «3: 


"God expedts that the- - remaining, tnlidbinles 


of nl $uld be prepared wel for death now, 
When they have had deatle fo niuch (in-thels 
view: * Gin be yl have been ſick bf thePtague 
and brought"to the' very brink-of the Grave 4 
af. of. you have been in danger! of - the Plagug, 

what the” ifexſe was fo Tore'-and raging * 
I; fear . moſt *'6f you; 'were” tinprepazed!'-fox 


[th at” that time: and had:yout dyed os | 


it Would have' Piet, with Hhbrivur 7 And-Þ: 4 
lieye that thereare few of you;' bur did!” in'the 
tine of. your: fears and danger,” make hoe: 
go n mufes,' if the” Lord? wontd!* ſbclter on 
arrows, " Which flew. about -you, And Ipate 
your hves thens 5 that you would lead new” lives, 
d be inore ltetall 'tto prepare for” our thange; 
5 that Death 
anyt more : God expedts' the filfilling of 'yeus yu 
promiſes ind that you ſhould live * Dy to 


owes, which” yol made in the' time "of For 
diſtreſs 3 and provide your ſelves whileſt you - 


are-well; that-the-melicnger of Death nw 
2 1 welcome, rec tion, when ever he {ummoneth 


you 0 ave. thy World, 
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ſhould not take-youT unprovidett | 
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I 4. God expelis that London ſhould retain 
great impreſſims of Eternity. You-have had the 
door of Eternity ſet wide open in your view, 
when ſo many were thronging in. at the door, 
and Ibelieye you had deeper apprehenffons of 


' Eternity in thoſe dayes, than eyex you. had .in 


your lives; take, heed that thoſe impreſſions do 
not wear off, and that you loſe not thoſe, ap- 
prehenſions, eſpecially when you are drawing 
every day' nearer and ncarer thereunto. Think 
often of the vaſt Ocean of Eternity without bot- 


tome-or bank on the other ſide, -into which the 


whoſe ſtream. of time will empty it ſelf ; and 
how quickly the ſmall rivulet of your appointed 
dayes may fall into.it : Think often of the vnal- 
terable ſtate of Joy or Miſery, which you miuſt 
enter into at the end of your courſe: think how 
thin and ſhort thepleaſurcs of {in arc in this life, 
in compariſon of the horrible and endleſs tor- 
ments of hellz. and. how light and momentane- 
ous the afflitions of Gods people are here, in 

Eg org with the exceeding and eternal 
KM " gory prepared tor mem. in Ht 
2 Cor. 4. | | 
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15. Gd th call pon London by the Fire 
which burnt down the City to ſecure themſelves 
againſt the Fire of Hell, London's Fire was 
Dreadful, but the Fire of Hell will be a thou- 
Gnd-fold more Dreadfull, The Fire of London 


was kindled by man; be ſure ſome ſecond cauſe 
was 
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was made uſe of herein 3 but the Fire of Hell 
will be kindled by God himfclf , If. 30. 33. 
Tobhet 56 ofdtned of old," for the King" 3 is pre- 
pared; he hith "pale it Hevp "and Tatge .* the pile 


thertbf is” Fire and mth Wood,” ad the breath of 


the Lord like-- ſFrebttl of brinkſtone doth Wnd(k it. 
The Fire df 'Ta#4a"blttnt thehoaſts 'Vfthe City, 


and coiiſiimied tmiich of 'the goods 3 but the Fire 


of Hell will 'burti the'pctforis of the oh 


Matth: 15.41. Depart ye carſed into everlaſting 
Fire.” The Fire of London did burn mot, bac 
not all the houſes: m_the City, fome are yet re- 
mainitig, but the Fire of Hell'will burn all the 
perſoris of the wicked, not one of them ſhall 
eſcape and remam. The Fire of Z745n was 
extinguiſhed, and did laſt but fyur days; but 
the Fire of Hell will bs unextingurfhable, it will 
burn for ever, it is calfcd veverlaſting Fire, in 
which the damned muft'lye and burn eternally, 
without any potbbility of ever getting forth. It 
you had known before of Lonmdons Fire, where 
it would begin, and how it would ſpread, and 
ſcize upon your houſes, ſarcly you would have 
taken ſome courſe for the prevention of it : you 
know btifote ot the Fire of Hell, the Word of 


God hath revealed it  O take ſome courſe for- 


prevention of it, at leaſt for ſecuring of your 
{elves againſt it : when the Fire was burning in 
London, you did fly from it, leaft it ſhould have 
conſumed your perfons as well as houſes; O fly 
trom- the Fire of Hell, into which your perſons 


will bz thrown if you go on in ſin, fly from - 


the wrath which is to come 3 fly unto Jeſus 
Chriſt who alone can deliver you. 
| 16.. God 


Gods Terrible F oice ; 


16. God .dotb. call upon Londoners by the Fire 
to be like Strangers and Pilgrims in the World. 
God hath burned you out of your habitations, 
that he might looſen your affections from 
houſes, and riches, and all things here below; 
that he might unſcttle you, unhinge, unfix you, 
that you might never think of Reſt, and Settle- 
ment in the Creatures, as long as you live : 
God calls upon you .by this Judgement, to take. 
off your hearts from this world, which is fo 
very uncertain, and to be. like Strangers and Pil- 
grims upon the earth, who- are to take up your 
lodging here but a few dayes and wghts in your 
paſſage td the other world ; 'God expects you . 
ſhould live as thoſe who have here no certain 
dw:lling place, and therefore that you ſhould 
not laviſh away too much of your thoughts, 
and affections, and time about theſe uncertain 
things, which are of ſo ſhort a contmuance, and 
with which you cannot have a long abode; God 
hath by his Judgments crucified the World very 
much before you, and he expects that the world 
thould be crucified 1n you 3 God hath poured 
contempt upon the world, and fſct a mark of 
diſgrace thereon ; he hath caſt dirt upon the face 
where you fancied before ſo much beauty to 
lye 3 and he expects that: you ſhould fall in 
cltcem, and grow out of love with the world, 
and never go a whoring from him to the crea- 
tures any more. 


17. Gott 


in the: City. 
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'17. God calls upon London to make him. their 
habitation. '* PfAl. 90. 1. Lord thow baſk been our 
dwelling places in all generations. God is the hiding- 
place, and ' he is the dwelling-place of his peo- 
ple ;- you -have loſt your dwellings by the- Fire, 
make God' your habitation, and -dwell 1 hun, 
' to whom you may have conliant reſort, and in 
whom you may have a ſure abode. Get pofſeflion 
of this houſe by your umon to God through his 
Son and when you are in, keep poſletiion , 
abide in this honſe, do not wander from him, and 
tyrn your ſelves out of doors -by breaking of 
his: houſhold laws; make God your home, and 
labour to be much acquainted at home; ſpend 
your time” with God, and give your hearts to 
him : Reſt and repoſe your ſelves m God daily ; 
look. for all your: proviſions in him, and from 
him 5 walk in him and with him. Make Gud 
your habitation. 4 | PELLLOINV « 
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18. God calkth upon London to ſeek after an 
abiding City. - Heb/13. 14. We have here no con- 
tinuing City, but we ſeek, one to come... Lendon 
hath reaſon to ay the former, therefore let Lon 
don do the later : you have ſeen the City fall by 
the Fire, ſeck after a City which hath more laſt- 
ing. foundations, and: is of ſuch ſtrong buildiny, 
that neither time can wear and weaken, nor \ 

flames of Fixe reach and conſume. ' F- mean the 
: S 2 New 


et 


Goas Terrible Voice 
New Teruſzlem, which is above, the Heavenly 
City, whoſe builder and maker is God 3 


there are Manfions, abiding places for the 
Saints,..'Fob.- 14. 2. | there. the wicked will 


ceaſe from troubling ,. and; the weary will be 


at reſt, feck ; after this. City, labour for a title 
to it, lay up . yours Treaſure i. it, get your 
affections {et upon it 3 above all Trades drive a 
Tradd for Heaven, which in the iſſue will yicld 
you the beſt returns. 
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 t» build bis Houſe. The negle of Gods Houle, 


1 believe hath been a -great cauſe of the fall of & 


many Houſes in the City by Fire. God expects 


that now! you ſhould endeayour the building of. 


his Houſe 3 otherwiſe, Ido not think that God 


will build again your Houfes :. you may have \ 


2n Ad of Parliament for building the City, 'and 
ſet Workmen abour it 3 but unleſs God :dv.enatt 
it too, the building will never go forward 3 un- 
Is God build the City, the Workmen will 1a- 
bour in vain, Read and conſider the Propheſic 
of -Hoggai, Set. about the work of Reformation 
more vigorouſly elpcemily 1 my the _ and 
Ec of. God, : 
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dicate themſelves. and, Families unto bin. You 


have brokers your {Baptifmal and other Vows, 
and 


4 


C 


\ 


_ in the City. © 
and God hath made great breaches upon you: for 
your Infidelity; now xenew your Vows, give' 
up your felves to God, avouch him to be your 
God, and avouch your ſelves to be his People, 
and live accordingly : Take up Foſhnah's relo- 
lution ; that whatever others in the Land do, 
that you and your Families will ſerve the Lord ; 
Make it your only buſineſs in the World to 
ſerve God let Religion have an influence upon 
all your ations; do nothing without the War- 
rant -of Gods Precept 3 let your Converſation bs 
ſuch as becometh the Goſpel; govern your 
Families in the fear of God ; fill all your Rela- 
tions with duty; learn more righteouſneſs by 
Gods Judgements, and be quickged by them 
unto a more holy and ftrift walkin 

And if you yield ſuch Fruits as theſe, which 
God expects after his plowing and harrowing 
of you 3 it you open your Ear to the Terrible 
Voice of the Lord My hath uttexed it (elf n 
the City, and with itofl pap le of Heart ſet 
about the pradtice of the duties he expeRts and 
calls forz then you may hope that he will yet 
build you up and plant you, that he will cloſe 


your breaches, and raiſe up your ruinous Ha- 


bitations3 that he will make you glad accord- 
ing to the Years wherein he hath afflicted 
you, and. give you-to-lce good daycs,_ inſtead 
of thoſe evil which you have fſcen and felt ; - 
then the Lord will rejoyce over you to do you 
good; and make London like Mount Zion , 
where he will pitch his Tent, and take up his 
Habitation ; then he will compaſs you about 

SS with 


Gods Terrible Voice, &c. 
with the Bulwark of Salvation, and prevent 
thoſe further- utterly Dcſolating Judgements 
which you - are in danger of; yea the. Lord 
will be- as: wall of fire round about you, and 
the Glory in the midſt of Lodor, from whence 
bis Praiſe and your Fame ſhall found ug 
out _ wholo World. | 
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Solt Deo Gloria, 


